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ia 


vl.S.H. stands are fundamental and 
ude Equality, Justice, Liberty v^ith 
lality, and the upholding of a single 
n matters relating to sex behaviour. 

main aims of the A.M S H. are :— 

Bed prostitution and kindred evils, 
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of all forms of State Regulation and 


(3; The raising of the standard of character and conduct in sexual 
relations, thus upholding the highest family traditions and ensuring 
a recognition that national life must be based upon a wholesome 
family life. 

The uimt are sought to be achieved by ; 

(1) Studying and promoting such legislative, administrative, social, 
educational and hygienic reforms as will tend to encourage the high¬ 
est public and privj|te morality, and to give adequate protection to 
women and children; 

(2) Arousing public conscience and public opinion ; 

(3) Educating through schools, colleges, and religiv^us foundations, films, 
lantern, lectures and other visual educational methods ; 


(4) Studying conditions of life for women and children in labour areas, 
in brothel areas, in entertainment troupes, and other such work or 
professions with a view to protect them from exploitation and im¬ 
moral traffic; and 


(6) Taking steps to prevent the publication, display, or sale of undesir¬ 
able books, pictures, papers, or the showing of obscene dramas, films, 
plays etc. 



6th All-India Moral & Social Hygiene Conference 
held at Ahmedabad 1957 






Programme for the 6th All-India Conference on Moral & 
Social Hygiene. 


AHMEDABAD, 3lst Jan.; lst&2ncl Feb. 1958. 

Slst January 1958 : 

H-30 to 9-30 A.M.—Breakfast 

10-00 to I-00 P.M.—Registration of Delegates & Observers. 

1-00 to 2-30 P.M.—Lunch 

INAUGURAL SESSION : 

3-30 to 5-00 P.M.—Welcome song by Andh Girls Vidyalaya. 

Messages to the Conference read by Shri Pannalal Jhaveri. 

Address of Welcome by the Chairman Reception Committee Shri Raojibhai 
Manibhai Patel. 

Request to the Governor to inaugurate the Conference by the President of 
the Association Dr, Susbila Nayar. 

Inaugural Address by His Excellency the Rt. Hon’ble Shri Sri Prakasa» the 
Governor of Bombay, 

Hony. General Secretary's report by Mrs. Shakuntla Lall. 

Address by Mrs. Violet Alva, President of the Conference. 

Vote of thanks by Shri Prabhudas B. Patwari. 

National Anthem by Andh Girls Vidyalaya. 

5-16 to 6-30 P.M.—Reception by the Governor Shri Sri Prakasa Ji, 

7-00 to 8-00 P.M.—Dinner. 

8 30 to 10-30 P.M.—Cultural programme by Mrs. Mrenalini Sarabhai and Vikas Vidyalaya & 
other ladies Organisation. 



1st February 1958 

BUSNIESS SESSION: 

9-00 to 1-00 P.M.—Symposium on the present position of the problem of prostitution 

1. Dr. Sushila Nayar, President A.M.S.H.I. 

2. Dr. Ratnamma Isaac from Mysore. 

3. Mr. Pooran Chand Advocate from Agra. 

4. Mrs. M. Sundaram from Calcutta. 

6. Dr. Mrs. Camilla Da Costa from Bombay. 

1- 00 to 2-00 P.M.—Lunch. 

2- 00 to 3-30 P.M.—1. Meeting of the Resolutions Drafting Committee. 

2. Visit to Institutions. 

BUSINESS SESSION : 

3- 30 to 7-00 P.M.—General Aspects by :— 

1. Smt. Pushpavati Mehta. 

2. Dr. Anklesaria. 

Programme of A.M.S.H.I. 

Educational Aspect: 

T 1. Dr. Mrs. D.D. Chacko. 

2. Mrs. M.M. Desai. 

Discussion. 

Health Aspect: 

II 1. Dr. W. Mathur. 

2. Mr. J. P. Gupta. 

Discussion. 

Legal Aspects : 

III 1 Mr. K. Shanker Nigam. 

2 Mr. Prabhudas B. Patwari. 

Discussion. 

7-00 to 8-00 P.M. —President's concluding remarks. 

7-00 to 8-00 P.M.—Film Show. 
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8-00 to 9-00 P,M.—Dinner. 


2iid February 19S8 

9-00 to 1-00 P.M.-BUSINESS SESSION : 

Report from the branches of A.M.S.H.I. 
Final Recommendations & Resolutions. 
President’s concluding remarks. 

Vote of thanks. 

1- 00 to 2-00 P.M. -Lunch. 

2- 00 to 2-30 P.M.—Press Conference. 

3- 00 to 6-00 P.M.—Sight Seeing. 



Messages to the Conference. 


1 Dr, Rajendra Prtuiad, 

For the growth of a healthy and decorous society it is essential that the programme 
of the eradication of social evils like prostitution is carried out vigorously and systematically- 
Freedom from such evils is as great a desideratum for a happy life as material prosperity. 1 
am glad that the Association for Moral & Social Hygiene in India has been doing this 
commendable work for the last few years. I send my best wishes to it on the occasion of 
its 6th All-India Conference. 


2 5. Radhakrishmn. 

I am glad to know that the 6th All-India Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene 
will be held in Ahmedabad. Hygiene should not be confined merely to physical hygiene; it 
must cover other aspects also, Your Association is doing important work and I wish ii 
success. 

3 Pt. Jamhar Lai Nehru. 

1 send my good wishes to the All-India Conference of Moral & Social Hygiene. I 
hope that the work being done by the Association for this purpose will be helped, I hope 
also that the method of approach will be a human one and not too official. Nothing requires 
the human approach more than the problems with which this Association deals. 

4 Shri Oebind Btdlath Pant. 

I am glad that the Association for Moral & Social Hygiene in India is organising 
its annual All-India Conference which would be the Sixth in the serie.s at Ahmedabad. The 
Association, as I observed on the last occasion also, has taken upon itself a very onerous 
task of eradicating social evils from our midst. This work has assumed greater importance 



in this modern age of science when man’s control over nature, time and space opens out 
prospects of unlimited material progress for if our moral fabric does not keep pace with 
such advance, human society will run the risk of degeneration and be shorn of those great 
ethical values which constitute the cornerstone of civilisation. In our own country, we have 
since the advent of Independance embarked upon a programme of reconstruction and 
development by which we seek to raise the standards of our people. These efforts need 
to be matched with a corresponding campaign for maintaining the purity of the mind and 
adherence to moral principles which alone can entitle a man to be counted as a worthy 
citizen and as a healthy unit of society. The Association has during the short period of its 
existence played a notable part in this direction, and I trust that the deliberations of the 
forthcoming Conference will give a further fillip to its future activities. I send my best 
wishes for the success of the Conference. 

5 Smt. Rameshwari Nehru. 

1 am very sorry for not being able to attend the 6th All-India Annual Conference of the 
Association for Moral and Social Hygiene. Unfortunately, my health since recently has not 
been too good and because of this physical disability, I am unable to travel long distances. I 
hope the office bearers of the Association and the delegates will be good enough to forgive my 
absence. I can assure them that in spirit I shall be present with them as my heart is in it and 
I know the importance and need of this great work. I am glad that the conscience of the 
Indian people is comparatively more awakened now and that we have been able to over-come 
their apathy to some extent Thanks to the Chairman and Members of the Social Welfare 
Board on whose initiation some practical work has already been taken in band and a few shelters 
and Homes for rescued women and those in moral danger have been started. It will help but 
the great fact remains that social evils like prostitution cannot be remedid by Government 
alone. "It is mainly the people's task and unless men and women in their masses do not suffi¬ 
ciently realise the vast extent of harm done to Society by this evil practice and its manifold ugly 
consequences, not much headway can be made. It is the citizens of the country who have to 
rise as crusaders to fight against this evil. Women have to lead this brigade of crusaders as it 
is their sex which is humiliated and exploited." No woman is really free as long as those 
despised and neglected women, the victims of social circumstances are in bondage. It is our 
duty therefore, as mothers to raise our f^trong voice against this mani headed serpant which is 
poisoning the very vitals of our society. We may not rest till we turn this serpent to a lifeless 
corpse. During the course of your deliberations in the next two days I hope, a programme for 
the next year will be drawn out embodying some practical but dynamic measures for carrying 
out an effective war against this evil. The work is difficult but the greatest of difficulties melt 
away before a living determination. I have no doubt that the work of this Conference will bear 
excellent results. 



6 Rajhanari AmrUhaur. 


My best wishes for the success of the Sixth All-India Conference on Moral & Social 
Hygiene. It is the bounden duty of all of us, and in particular of women, to try to eraditcate 
from society what is a real evil. I have a feeling that the Association should undertake 
very much more public education, not so much by way of large gatherings as by talking to 
young people in groups. 

7 Smt. Iniira Gandhi. 

All social problems are inter-related. It is, therefore, essential to have a realistic view 
of the whole situation and a thorough understanding of the many factors which are responsible 
f.r the creation of these problems, before we embark on the solution of any one of them. It 
is equally imporlant to have a human approach. 

During my recent visit to Japan I was very interested in their anti-prostitution bill and 
the practical way in which they were dealing with the problem step by step. They realized 
that no amount of theorizing or propaganda could take the place of providing acceptable train¬ 
ing and employment as an alternate way of life. 

I send my best wishes to the Association for the continuation and intensification of 
their good work. I hope their 6th All-India Conference will be a success. 

8 Shri Lot Bahadur Shaatri, 

You are engaged in a noble work. How I wish we could copy the best of the West 
and yet try to maintain that is good in the East. Any service that is rendered on these lines 
would be of immense help to us. I have faith in your leadership and wish your Conference 
all success. 

9 Shri Qulasari Lai Nanda, 

The Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India has been a pioneer in its 
field and has an excellant record of many years' good work and I am glad to have another 
opportunity of expressing my sincere appreciation of their work and wishes their Sixth All- 
India Conference all success." 

10 Shri T,T^ Kriahnamaehari. 

The Evils that beset this country which this Conference will be dealing with do need 
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immediate and continuous attention. Besides, we have to break through a wall prejudice 
and prudery in order to make any appreciable impact on these evils. I do hope the Conference 
will be able in take a step forward in this direction. 

Wishing the Conference all success. 


11 Shri D. P. Karmarkar. 

The problems with which the Conference will deal like the eradication of social 
evils like prostitution, control of venereal diseases, sex education etc., are very important 
from the point of view of moral and social hygiene. I am sure that the deliberations of the 
Conference will give good guidance in this matter. I wish the Conference all success. 

12 Shri 8.K. Patil. 

The Association has been working for the eradication of social evils like prostitution, 
etc. I wish the Association every success in its mission of mercy. I also send my good wishes 
for the success of the Conference. 


IS ShnK.O. Reddy. 

I am sure the deliberations of the Conference will help us to progress in moral and 
social hygiene. I wish the Conference all success. 

14 8h. P.V. Rt^emanmr. 

Qovemorof Mtmraa. 

Adeqtiate attention is still not being paid in this country to the problem of moral and 
social hygiene the importance of which cannot be minimised in the building up of a healthy and 
strong nation. I hope that the Conference will deal realistically with the several matters 
covered by the object of the Conference and suggest concrete practical ways in which social evils 
could be minimised, it not eradicated. 1 wish the Conference all success. 

15 8. Gwwmth NVud 3mgh. 

Oovemor Regaathan. 

The Association for Moral & Social Hygiene in India has done laudable pioneer work 
in organizing an all out campaign against commercialized vice, and in the suppression of traffic 



in women and minor children. In this connection it is necessary to constitute in various 
states special police squads for preventive and vigilence work, and devise more effective steps 
to extend and fully implement the existing Acts. 

In ail advanced countries a course of social hygiene is included at school and college 
levels so that the youth are equipped with scienihc information on sex and develop a proper 
sense of social values. We also want an enthusiastic band of devoted social workers and volun¬ 
tary welfare organisations which with the aid of the State can run clinics for delinquent- 
children, Rescue Home for Girls and prophylactic Services for all. 

The vigour of civilized societies is preserved by the widespread sense that high aims 
are worthwhile. It will be for your Association to propagate that sense and mobilize public 
opinion for eradicating evils that infest our social order and sap its strength. My good wishes 
are with you in this task of national importance. 


IJ SkriC.P.N.Sin^h. 

Gavmwr of Punjab. 

The Sixth All India Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene to be held at Ahmedabad 
has all my good wishes. The social evils which this Association strives to eradicate are eating 
into the very vitals of our Society and lead to all types of degeneration : physical, mental and 
spiritual. I wish the Association all success in its effort to root them out and wish there were 
more people and institutions to help it in this task. 


17 8hri Bhimsen Sachar. 

Governor of Andhra Pradeah. 

The problem of eradication of all kinds of social evils like prostitution etc., is a vital 
one demanding urgent solution. The all-round development of the coutry envisages a plan¬ 
ned development of not only the material welfare of the people but also the development of 
their moral welfare I am sure that this Conference will tackle this important and complex 
problem in all its various manifestations and evolve a workable programme of work for the 
eradication of social evils which could be effectively implemented. I wish the Conference all 
success. 

18 Miss Padmaja Naidu, 

Gooerncr of West Bengal. 

The problem of prostitution and commercialised vice with all its associated evils offers 
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a vast challenge to the conscience of society. Their total eradication is of paramount nece¬ 
ssity for maintaining the higher moral values of the people and ensuring the healthy growth of 
our nation. 1 have no doubt that the deliberations of the Conference will contribute a large 
measure towards formulating means and method of tackling the problem and moulding public 
opinion to co-operate in combating the evil. 

JO 8hri V.V. Oiri. 

Governor o f U, P. 

Who does not know what amount of work there is to do in the field of moral and social 
hygiene in India ? Your Association deserves congratulations on what it is trying to d<^ in tack¬ 
ling this difficult work. As a result of your sustained effjrts 1 hope the conscience of the 
public will be rt)used against moral and social evils and opinion mobilised in favour of their 
eradication. 

I wish the Conference every success. 


20 S. Fazl AH, 

Governor of Assam. 

I am happy to have this occasion of tendering my best w’ishes for the success of the 
6th All-India Conference of social and Moral Hygiene proposed to be held at Ahmedabad early 
next month. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction tome that the Association continues to strive for the 
eradication of social evils and is makir.g efforts towards the salvaging of lives from degeneration 
and shame. 

With in the limitation of miserable social conditions and due to the operation of in¬ 
exorable economic forces, the workers of the Association need all the courage, resource, 
compassion and understanding which they can possibly mu.ster. 

May this conference succeed in imbuing them with fresh zeal to tackle the formidable 
human problems which confront tliem. 

^1 8h, B. Ramakrishna Rao. 

Ghvernor of Kerala. 

Controlling social evils and educating the people on the essentials of social hygiene are 
high priority duties on the part of a responsible community and any constructive endeavour 
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in this regard deserves the whole hearted support of all people. 
I send my best wishes for the success of the Conference. 


22 8hri H.V, Pataskar. 

Governor of Madhya Pradesh, 

The largest single backward group of Indians are women and they are subjected to 
many social and ecoriornic disabilities They are the principal victims of social evils like pro¬ 
stitution and veneral diseases. These evils no doubt inflict suffering on men also, but in their 
case, the suffering is generally self-inflicted : In the case of women, their social and economic 
conditions arc mainly responsible for their suffering. All the same, these are scourges that 
inflict misery on both men and women which could be avoided by suitable measures, both 
short term and long-tt:rm. Your Association is doing good work in this cause and I wish your 
Conference all success. 


23 8h, Y, N. Sukthankar. 

Governor of Orissa. 

I trust the dclibcrnfions of this Conference will result in the public conscience being 
adequately roused to a proper understanding of the various aspects of this grave problem and 
would go a long way in enlisting universal public co-operation. 


24 Sh. Bakhshi Galarn Mohammed. 

Chief MinisUr, J. db A*. 

One can hardly over-emphasize the need for greater efforts for the eradication of social 
evils from our national life. This is indeed a noble mission of selfless dedication and I hope 
that this Conference will concretely suggest measures for effective organisation of this work. 

26 Sh, Y. B, Ghavan. 

Chuf Minister of Bombay, 

I am fully aware of the fact that sufficient work has not been done in this held and I' 
appreciate the efforts made by the Associa^^ion in this direction. Eradication of social evils, 
particularly p')rosiiiufinn, suppression of traffic in women and children deserve top-most priori¬ 
ty. No legislation can help to solve the problem unless the public mind is educated. I am 
confident that the deliberations of this conference will go a long way in this direction. 
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I also feci that practically no attention has been paid to sex education which has be¬ 
come so important. I hope that the conference will lay due emphasis on this and devise ways 
and means to educate the people on the subject. 

I wish the conference all success. 

26 Dr Samp umanand. 

Chief Minister of U,P. 

The work of moral and social hygiene is both difficult and important, particularly at 
a time when old traditions and social customs are losing liold on tiic minds of the people 
in an age of rapid scientific advance and new social ideologies. Wh.it is required here is 
not so much the preaching of morality as the creation of a social awareness of its necessity 
for a good society. Only non-official organizations can do this and tiieir effi^rts need all 
encouragement and sympathy. 1 hope the Conference will devise ineiiu.ds to enlist support 
for its campaign from as large a number of people as possible. 1 wish them success in their 
objective. 


27 8h, Mohanlal Sukhadia, 

Chief Minister of Rajasthan, 

The all*round progress of the nations is not possible unless we succeed in wiping 
out completely the social evils that exist in the present day social set up. We have not only 
to go into the root of such evils but have also to find out the remedies so that we can tackle 
them in a planned way. India has started on its career as a great industrialised nation. 
It becomes all the more necessary that we pay heed to the evils that beset an industrial 
society at the very out-set. Evils like prostitution, veneral diseases etc., require the 
creation of an enlightened public opinion, apart from the provision of institutional and 
medical methods to deal with such evils. The Association for Moral and Social Hygiene 
has done commendable work in this field by focussing public attention on the gravity of these 
social evils, and this is important as with understanding action becomes easy and effective. 

I wish the deliberations of the Conference all success. 

28 8h. N, Sa/rgiva Reddy. 

Chief Minister Andhra Pradesh. 

It is a formidable undertaking to educate the people in Moral and Social Hygiene 
and to eradicate several social evils from the society. There are ver) few organisations in 
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this country to take up this stupendous work. I hope the deliberation of this Conference 
will result in extending the scope and spread of moral and social hygiene in greater measure 
than ever before. I wish the Conference all success. 

20 Sh, B C. Roy. 

Chief Minuter of Wrfit Bengal 

There are social evils like pro.stitution and traffic in women which call for urgent 
solution. There arc also problems such as the control of vencral diseases. These cannot 
be tackled by legislation alone, but enlightened public opinion has to be built up. I hope 
that the (ith All-India Conference on Moral & Social H\ giene to be held .it Ahmedabad will 
be able to put forth constructive suggestions in this regard. 

50 Dr. Kailaah Nath Katju. 

Chief MiniMer of Madhya Pradesh. 

It is needless to say that the problems which the Association is tackling are of vital 
importance to the national welfare- I am sure that the deliberations of the conference will 
be conducive to promotion of social welfare. I wish the Conference every success, 

51 E,M.8, Namhoodiripad. 

Chief Minister of Kerala. 

Being not acquainted with the activitesof the Association, I am afraid, I would not be 
able to give you any message that wnl be useful to you. But 1 suppose the good wishes of 
a layman, who feels intensely for the thou.sands of men and women who are suffering from 
the evils which you are fighting, will also strengthen you in your good work. 1 am very 
happy to send you such good wishes. 

32 8. Partap Singh Karrcmt^^ 

Chief Minister of 

I congratulate the organisers and workers of the Association for Moral & Social 
Hygiene in India for their noble endeavour to eradicate social evils from among our people 
and provide healthful education to them. 

One of the surest indexes; of the moral well-being of a community is the health of 
that community. But the picture of physical health of our society is not so sound or 
encouraging which shows that something is seriously wrong somewhere and is, therefore, 
sapping our strength. The malady is so complex that its diagnosis and remedy require 
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action on the part of the Govt, the people and their voluntary organisations like this 
Association at several levels and in different measures. In fact each one of us should bear 
a just share of the burden and should extend full co-operation,-intellectual, physical, the 
victims of vice and saving millions of our sons and daughters from falling: 

The task is uphill. It is the flame of spirited devotion that can secure success for 
the mission. May the Association’s next Conference become a beginning of a nation-wide 
crusade in this connection. 

33 K, Kamaraj. 

Chief Minister 

Such conferences indeed serve as powerful agencies to stimulate the formation of a 
strong public opinion which is so very essential to curb social evils, the worst of which is 
prostitution. The growth and consolidation of such pubUc opinion will not only impart 
necessary drive and impetus to the Govt, programmes for eradicating these evils but also 
give a fillip to the efforts of voluntary organisations to rescue the victims of these evils. The 
great and noble work ot the Association in eradicating these social evils and its efforts to 
help reclamation, rehabilitation and after care of the victims will be remembered in the days 
to come. I congratulate the social workers engaged in this noble and sacred task. 


34 Shri Atmaram Raoji Bhat, 

Shri Atmaram Raoji Bhat thanks the Reception Committee of the Sixth All-^ndia Con¬ 
ference on Moral and Social Hygiene to be held under the presidentship of Smt. Violet Alva, 
Deputy Home-minister, Government of India for the kind invitation to be present on the occa¬ 
sion of the inaguration of the conference by Shri Sriprakasa, Governor of Bombay, on the 31st 
of January 1958 at 3.30 p.m. at Ahmedabad, but regrets his inability to attend the same due to 
illness. He wishes the function every success. 


35 Y.W.CA, 

**The Young Women's Christian Association of India sends greetings and best wishes 
for a successful conference of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India. Since we 
are also keenly interested in the welfare of the women and young girls of our country. We are 
the more happy to assure you of our heartiest cooperation in the splendid work your association 
is doing. 
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S6 8mt Saraladtvi Sarabhai, 

Presideni, N.C.WJ. 

On behalf of the National Council of Women in India I send hearty greetings and best 
wishes for the success of the Sixth All-India Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene. 

I'here is no gainsaying the fact that the growth of healthy family life and social virtues 
depends on the tone of moral and hygeinic values of our society. More than anything else this 
should be the criterion to adjudge the greatness of our nation. 

To make the best of the equal status and freedom that the Indian Constitution has 
granted to women, it should be the duty not only of the social worker but of every citizen to 
see that woman and children are protected by every means from the unscrupulous exploitation 
of anti-social elements. 

I am sure the deliberations of the Conference and the ancillary exhibition will help io 
rouse our social conscience against the evils to which our women are exposed, for they can not 
grow to their full stature unless these evils are eradicated from the society. 

I again wish the Conference every success. 
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11 Pr^ 5rl fff ?nf«^ *fi%Tr^ ^ «rRffRr’ ^ ‘feraf w sairTR’-fir ««s?? 

qftffqi? ^ m i 

?R sft^ if f^5T^ sftt 11 !Ff ®ft W(^ SR ^ 

11 f^wf ?r«rf ’SRR 5f5f%s^ sit ifsf^srT^ *«r sej^n ^ tf w 11 

^PTWR^ 9rsr^ ^ ^ It JTRtJn tero it ssr^ sr «rf^cr 5f?f^ %t 

5rwc 5ftf *n«rR: ^ «rff^ ^ fisr ft«fr 11 «fr ?ir^ tt?ft »ft | rr 

«rR I sRt f^ «ff ^ f[W«r fs[ ^ rr if 5fff^it ^ 

amf 5R «B*c^ I ^ 5R fRf «rf5r ^q^rr wi# 11 %Rif sstr sr^gr ^ frfjr ^ *r ^ 

gf?r %str fstn ^1 if “STf^ 11 

RTfift^ IqV ^ ^ ?ift ^ if ^?f^ 5ft^ 5T^;ff%qf «5iRq! 

«rfi|«cr 1RPR % RR RPR RRRcTT ^ RRRf m IffR ^ RfR 5Pt 

I I SRpf Rf^ |q fR RrfR«? RT ftfft 5ft qRK ^RJjBR SRiRI Rf ^RIR RRR «RR RRR ttRT 

R#? I fR RTRlf^ itR RT RTRP: R Rt^R RR5RHf RRlt ft t; IR if RfifiN 

^ RRlfRR RR ^rttR fHpflftR I I ^ R? (rRTR | Pfe fR RfT^ Rt ^RI^ 5K 
R?^RRTt^%%RRR3^RTRR^^RI^fV^^ ^ Rf RffR^RR VTlft'" rRR, 
RRRt^RTRj^RRR^ftsiSCtsjftRfR^ RtR fRRK R^ I If RnRT RRT t ^’nRRRT 
Rt ^ RRT ^ Rtt §«nRtfRR Rt^RR Rff ^RP! f^RT Rl^ I it^ RRRPf it 
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5WI ^ ^5WI ^^$?3nT ^ I tiW^ «iE^, ?l? 'Tft^ ^ f^sqJl^I^?r^ 3^t TflfR^ ^ ^FSPPR 

€t 5?re^ ^ ^ ^ 1 

^Rit, ^ s[?f ’srfvrt^ ^ ^ «r^ ^ If 5»Trtt nrar aft | ^ ^wapt 
If SRRT?^t I 

«Rai5TrR^rerar% war^nar^i^, I, ^ f<?. If 

«F^ % xjsmiif «ftsi«»R|yn ^ snafan aR?n | ^ «rN asif^^ ^ I 

'sraf^ 
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An Inaugural Address on the Sixth Conference of the 
Association of Moral and Social Hygiene in India. 

BY 

H.E. Shri Sri Prakasa, Governor of Bombay. 

Friends, 

Think and ponder over the phenomenon around us, in whatever way we may, we arc 
bound to feel that it is indeed a tragic world in which we live. A sense of sorrow and suffer- 
ing overpowers us all the time. You verily are the salt of the earth, for you, at considerable 
risk to yourselves, try to lessen that tragedy, and bring solace and comfort to bleeding hearts- 
some light in the surrounding darkness, some hope in the midst of despair. I am, therefore, 
sincerely grateful to you, knowing only too well my own unworthiness, for the great and unique 
honour that you have done me in asking me to associate myself with your work, and come here 
today to inaugurate this Conference of noble-hearted persons-women particularly who, casting 
aside all prudery that convention enforces, look at life boldly in the face ; and tearing the 
veil that is hypocritically drawn over its dark and dismal facets, go forward to meet the chall¬ 
enge it presents, with courage and fortitude, with patience and sympathy. I bow to you in 
deep humility, and desire to pay my tribute of admiration and gratitude to you for all that you 
have done and for all that you seek to do. 

The task of world-mending is verily unending. We find that as soon as we manage to 
accomplish one piece of work and are about to congratulate ourselves that our labour is over, 
we find other and bigger tasks awaiting us in the form of further evils that have to be remedi¬ 
ed, and further difficulties that have to be removed. The Association of Social and Moral 
Hygiene, as its very name signifies, is out to create in this world, such social and moral 
conditions as might make man's life worth living ; give some dignity to men and women as 
such, however humble they might be; and breathe into the world of human beings, a feeling 
of mutual sympathy and mutual understanding that might help to make it a less unhappy place 
to live in than it is. The two great urges of all sentient beings, are undoubtedly tongue and 
sex ; and man is no exception to the general rule, for round these revolve all the problems that 
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trouble him, and for the solving of which all his efforts arc constantly directed. Man through 
the long ages of his evolution, has created vast edifices for his organized existence-he being 
essentially a social animal—only to meet these two demands of life that are incessantly asking 
for satisfaction, and the requirements of which no one can dare to neglect. 

So far as I have been able to find out from literature as has been sent to me by your 
talented President who has herself given so much of devoted service and patient endeavour for 
the public weal. I gather that for the present, you are concentrating your attention on that 
unhappy aspect of life that leads so many of our sisters to sell their bodies to satisfy the tem¬ 
porary cravings of lustful men, and in return to eke out a precarious and sorrowful livelihood 
for themselves. The problem that doubtless this state of affairs presents, is a very difficult 
and delicate one. It has attracted the attention of well-meaning persons from the earliest days 
of so-called civilization. Many efforts have been made in many ways by many people to 
remove the evil ; but so far unfortunately, more, or less, in vain. It has been found, for 
instance, that if houses of ill-fame, as they are called, are closed by law. the evil appears in the 
public streets. The task, however; difficult as it is, cannot be given up simply because we 
have not yet succeeded in doing anything substantial or satisfactory. We have to be at our 
self-appointed tasks, regardless of success or failure, if for no reason, for this at least that 
people should know that the problem exists, and that they cannot, therefore, pretend that it 
docs not; and that there are men and women who are earnestly working for its solution and 
the eradication of the evil that it represents, so that the attention of thinking men and women 
might be riveted on it, and a day may come, as a result of their labours, when the problem 
will no more exist. 

It should be our endeavour to approach the subject with the utmost sympathy. No 
one can claim the right to judge another harshly or to condemn anyone for supposed wrong¬ 
doing, particularly if that one happens to be weak or helpless, abandoned or an outcaste, de¬ 
pressed or unhappy. **Man sees the act”, so says an author, *'but God knows the circum¬ 
stances. Let us not j:udge". These circumstances, however, even if they are not immediate¬ 
ly visible: have to be unearthed and scrutinized, and their causes removed, if possible so 
that we might be able to breathe in a less oppressive atmosphere ; to cheer up those who are 
suffering ; and to assure them that not only are they not disdained, but that there are brothers 
and sisters who understand them and are most anxious to help and succour them in a spirit not 
of pity and patronage, but of true affection and genuine fellow-feeling. 

So far as I can make out, nature has two—and only two—objects. One is that every 
individual should live in the body as long as possible. He has, therefore, been supplied with 
the tongue with its craving for food which enables the body to carry on from day to day. This 
search for food has led man to create his vast organizations of economic life which despite all 
their complications, ultimately serve only the simple purpose of providing him with food. 
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whether served on his hand or in golden vessels. Then nature’s other object seems to me to be 
to see to it that every individual leaves behind him before his own inevitable end, beings like 
himself so that God's creation may be assured for all time to come. For this purpose, there 
arc the cravings of the sex which in a most mysterious manner enables all species to survive 
even when every individual that is born in it, dies one by one, by efflux of time. That is why 
it is said of nature : “So careful ol the type she seems ; So careless of the single life”. To 
satisfy the irrepressible urgings of tongue and sex—or, in other words, the inborn desire to 
prolong one's own existence, as much as possible, and to perpetuate one's own species—an 
individual would do anything. All culture and civilization are meant only to curb and check 
these instincts, to regulate them in proper channels, and to make life reasonably safe and com¬ 
fortable for all. 

Your Association, as its name implies, is really interested in both these aspects of 
life as represented by tongue and sex. Food and hygiene cannot be divorced from each 
other. The problems of food have also to be studied very carefully ; and proper education 
and instruction imparted so that the evils of disease and early death that are due to bad, 
unwholesome or insufficient food could be avoided. In our set-up of Freedom, it is 
heartening to see that scientists and laymen alike are giving attention to this matter, so 
long woefully neglected ; and etforts are being made so that our people, according to their 
means, needs and tastes, might he able to provide themselves with a proper balanced diet, 
and keep reasonably strong and healthy. Then there is the problem of sex in which you are 
rightly taking particular interest because of the serious evils that its excesses and perversions 
have generated and continue to generate in human society. In his approach to sex, man has 
misused the intellect with which nature has endowed him, and created dangers and difficulties 
for himself from which the animals of the forest and the birds of the air, are free because 
those follow nature and the instincts that are implanted in them, and luckily cannot and do 
not use as man does, their brain to do wrong and bring unnecessary suffering to themselves. 
As man issued out of his earlier animal existence and came to settle down, naturally ideas 
of property and family aroSw\ We will not speak here about property which pertains to his 
desire to satisfy his instinct for food ; but we will take the institution of family which needs 
our immediate consideration, and is very closely connected with the subject in hand. In 
the animal world, we usually see parents keeping together till the young ones are in a position 
to stand on their own legs and make their own way in life. The parents then part. The 
human child takes a very long time before it is able to look after itself. The na.ural instinct 
of looking after a child keeps its parents together. Before, however, one child is on its feet, 
another may and does appear. It is thus that the institution of family with permanent 
mutual interests and affections seems to have arisen. This has resulted also in the idea 
of mutual possessiveness. Father, mother, and children thus started living as a unit, and 
conducting themselves as such. 
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Man, in order to regulate his sex instincts, and not allow it to lUn amuck, has created 
the institution of marriage, and the family that has grown out of it. Unfortunately, large 
numbers of human beings have not been satisfied with the restrictions that such an arrange¬ 
ment imposes. The recognition of polygamy in many human societies, has also not sufficed 
to meet the desires of man. This excessive passion is not confined only to man or to the 
male sex. It is also shared by woman, and the female sex generally ; and though prostitution 
as it exists today, is confined to woman, stories of older times when evidently writers wrote 
more freely on such matters than in later days, and were not troubled by too much prudery, 
show how women invited men to come to them, sometimes in a clandestine manner and 
not unoften in a recognized way also. Institutions of male prostitutes in some old human 
societies; have also been known. As, however, things go, woman has suffered more than 
man in promiscuous or extra-marital sex relationships. If, on the one hand, the institution 
of prostitution has been regarded as a danger to domestic life because availing themselves 
of it, men neglect their own families, and many dangerous diseases have come in the world, 
it is also said, on the other hand, that honest folk are able to sleep in their beds in peace as 
the evil elements among men go to prostitutes, and do not violate the sanctity of their 
neighbours* homes as they would other-wise certainly do. Some people have gone even so 
far as to say that honest householders should, every morning offer thanks to those unhappy 
sisters called prostitutes who, from generation to generation; have sacrificed them-selves so 
that others could live in comfort and safety. In support of their implied contention that 
prostitution should not be abolished, they go even so far as to aver that in places where there 
are no prostitutes, there is a great deal of adultery which must be regarded as a greater menace 
to peaceful social existence. The statement has to be carefully examined, and the exact 
position ascertained for help in our future work on right lines. 


I am forgetting details, but I remember to have read somewhere of how when the 
women of a town—I believe it was in China—were in danger on account of the sudden influx 
of soldiers of an invading army bent on mischief, the prostitutes of the place immediately 
took counsel among themselves and decided to go out boldly in a body to satisfy the lust 
of the soldiers, saying to each other : “Come, let us go to please these wicked men for that 
is our profession, and thus protect our innocent sisters living with their families, from the 
attention of the soldiers, and enable them to remain pure and undefiled.** Incidents such 
as these should make everyone of us sit up and think on the subject in its true perspective, 
and with a great deal of understanding sympathy, so that we might be able to take practical 
steps to raise the moral nature of man, and create conditions in which the evil aspects of his 
life could be eliminated, without ourselves unnecessarily condemning anyone or putting on 
a cloak of self-righteous superiority that does no good, and may even do harm to the very 
cause we seek to espouse. 
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NW^?i\\VYvowlWla\aTgenumW8of women were deliberately kept in tbe old days 
in ihe neighbourhood of barracks of European soldiers in India, to cater to the Justs of these 
men. It was said that this was unavoidable because British soldiers were, at that time, not 
allowed to marry , and it was necessary to provide for some recognized avenue for the satisfac¬ 
tion of their natural instincts, living as they did dangerous lives in foreign lands. This 
wicked system because of its obvious impropriety, and the opposition it quite rightly 
engendered, was later abolished, in the old days just as parents made provision for food 
for their children, they also made provision for their marriage Everybody was married 
when the marriageable age came as prescribed by the custom of particular groups or commu¬ 
nities. Ideas have considerably changed since then in this as in other matters. The age 
of marriage in many communities has now become very much higher by custom, than has 
been made permissible even by law. A convention has been growing that man must be 
self-supporting before he marries. The age of marriage has, therefore, been going up rapidly. 
Notions about being self-supporting differ from man to man and group to group ; and so 
there have been further complications in the attempt of the individual to co ordinate his 
ideal of the standard for his material existence, and his natural instinct for companionship 
with a member of the other sex. As, however, these instincts cannot be suppressed only 
on account of human aspirations and ideals, the problem that we are met to tackle has, in 
a way, become more difficult instead of becoming simpler and easier. The Association 
of Social and Moral Hygiene as therefore, also to undertake a very careful consideration 
of the age of marriage, standards of line, and other connected matters before the difficult and 
delicate problem of prostitution as a whole can be resolved. The building of happy homes 
is the sure cure of most of our ills. We should concentrate on that at every step. The 
problem of family planning and education of the young in matters pertaining to sex are, I 
find, subjects with which your Association is already dealing. I am glad of that, for we 
should all know what we are about. If we make mistakes even then, as we most probably 
would, we would do so with open eyes. We shall then stand to blame ourselves : we would 
not be able to put the blame on any others. 

In this connection, I should also like to say that for some strange reasons into which 
I need not go here, no difference was made in our land by reformers some decades back, 
between women artistes-dancers, singers, musicians generally-on the one hand, and prostitutes* 
on the other. This had a most deleterious effect on the growth of our fine arts, especially 
in the North. When even the great artistes simply because they did not marry and gave 
themselves up to the devotion of their art, came to be regarded as no better than prostitutess 
they naturally lost heart and their great profession itself fell into disrepute. I cannot deny 
' the fact that many of them had lovers, with whom their relations were not unoften, on a 
permanent basis-a fact not hidden on sought to be hidden in any way from their family 
and friends-and who in their turn, were patrons of dance and song which they missed in their 
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own homes* and could find only in the houses of these artistes. These lovers, I am bound 
to add* were themselves fiiinily men, and were respectable and even respected members of 
society. Their wives knew their lapses, but being unable to prevent the same, they help¬ 
lessly acquiesced in the arrangement. The cultivation of fine arts was unfortunately 
studiously discouraged in what were known as respectable homes because of such associations. 
I am happy that through the efforts of the All India Radio as well as several official and 
non-official organizations to revive and preserve our ancient arts, dance and song and music 
have now come to be recognized as proper subject of study and cultivation in schools and 
colleges ; and those who practise them are rightly honoured today by Government and 
society alike. We cannot but be glad that that is so. So much depends on proper education 
that every effort must be made to teach proper values of life to our boys and girls, our young 
men and women, and they be helped to keep themselves on the right path and safe from 
harm. 


All that I have said above, inevitably impels me to draw your attention to the actual 
condition of our homes. I fear we are not paying any attention to them at all, though every¬ 
thing depends on them. A nation is only a cluster of homes ; and if homes are happy, then 
everything is good ; and when these are unhappy, everything is bad. Women know about 
these matters very much more than, I fear, I can possibly do ; and it is in their hands more 
than in anyone else’s, to put things right. If we have happy and attractive homes, then 
many problems that trouble us would be easily and almost automatically solved. When 
these are unhappy and unattractive, then everything will go wrong whatever we might do. 
All work of social and moral hygiene must begin there. We have to study the budgets of 
various income groups and advise persons concerned as to how they can make the best of 
the resources they have, to make their houses cheerful and content. Our greatest need is 
happy homes of which there arc but few in our land today. Among the causes of the evil 
which you are tackling; the main one to my mind, is domestic unhappiness. This 
drives men and women helplessly to improper ways. The way the woman goes is particularly 
unfortunate. As society would have nothing to do with any woman who has once been 
even suspected of straying from the strict path of rectitude, the evil gets further stratified 
and strengthened, and its eradication becomes the more difficult. It is said that women in 
search of gay life and easy money-and to escape the drudgery of the home-go in for a life 
of prostitution. There may be something in that. The fact, however, is that what is 
drudgery becomes real joy when there is love; and what is otherwise pleasant becomes 
irksome when there is no affection and attachment. It is not only women who have to 
drudge. Men also drudge to keep things going. If boiling the pot at home is hard work 
for women, to help to keep it boiling also means very hard work for men outside the home. 
True love with its proper sex relations between man and woman is the cure for all ills ; and 
improper aex relations between them, without love, is the cause of most of our troubles. 


23 



Then there is the other great cause, namely, poverty which drives women to 
prostitution. When there are so many women who are not married and cannot marry, and 
who have no one to look after them, society must provide proper professions for them, 
otherwise they are bound to go in for what is called a life of shame to keep the wolf from 
the door. Even when they have nothing else to give to earn their livelihood, 
they have something that they can give without any previous training. As there 
are always men on the lookout for what these unhappy women can offer, they arc 
soon tempted-and so lost. Efforts have to be made that such contingencies do not occur. 
When we have solved the problems of domestic unhappiness and poverty of the uncared-for 
women, we can reasonably expect that the harsher aspects of prostitution will disappear. 
No one, however, can ensure the abolition of all evil from the world. Let us not forget 
that the idea of evil itself is based on convention ; and it differs not only in different 
countries but even in different communities in the same country. Very often we meet with 
sharply conflicting ideas of right and wrong among different groups of human beings. These 
arc all based on convention that itself arises from the force of circumstances and environments 
in which different groups and communities function. Even when domestic unhappiness and 
poverty arc eradicated, there would always be the natural urges of men and women alike, 
which would defy society's general ideas of right and wrong, of good and evil, when these 
go counter to them. What we seek, however, is that prostitution in its harsh and cruel 
aspects where woman has to give her body to satify the lust of man for the sake of money, 
even against her wishes, should be abolished. When that is done, we can afford to neglect 
such of the aspects of sex life as may find expression on what may be called a voluntary 
basis, in various ways in human society, bereft of the cruelties, vulgarities and inhumanities 
that are associated with prostitution as a trade. Today we have to concentrate on the 
abolition of these ; and we cannot afford to break our hearts that we cannot have an ideal 
world with ideal men and women, as we would like to see. 

We should be glad that we have made a good beginning ; that we have attracted the 
attention of the world to a fostering evil to which it was cynically indifferent that we have 
shown what work has got to be done to save our unsuspecting sisters from going to paths that 
lead to their doom ; that we have shaken up the so-called respectable men and women from 
their lethargy and smug complacency to a sense of their duty by themselves and society at 
large. I know that many social reformers have great faith in curing evil by sanctions of law. 
They want the State to come very prominently in the picture. I must confess I am not one of 
them. The attempt to make men moral by legislation has never appealed to me. I admit the 
need and value of proper laws, and all that these have done for human betterment. To my 
mind, however, a law has to follow and not to precede right living and right thinking. When 
generally a people begin to think after long years of patient work and educative propaganda by 
the reformers, that such a thing is right or that such a custom should go, then law can come to 
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help in curbing the fe AT recalcitrants that do not still think so, and actively interfere with the 
freedom of the major portion of the population. That has been the process in almost every case 
we can think of—whether it relates to our laws regarding property or family life, whether it deals 
with theft or infidelity. Putting the cart before the horse helps no one. The present tendency to 
have a law for everything, whether it is honoured more in the breach than in the observance, 
does not seem to trouble our well-meaning legislators. Let us take the glaring illustration of the 
British Government in India making laws galore against those who fought for the country's free¬ 
dom. We all know how these were deliberately broken ; and how, in the end, the British had to 
bow before the will of the people, and retire. We also know that the law, to take an illustration, 
against early marriage, even when the offence was made cognisable, was openly and universally 
flouted. Now but few, even in the countryside, marry their sons and daughters as early as 
they used to do before. That has resulted not so much because of the law, but because of 
enlightened public opinion. This has, therefore, first to be educated and mobilized in the 
matter of prostitution as well. Law can then come, and put the coping stone. 

It may perhaps be interesting to record—you would probably be knowing the fact 
already yourselves—that many of the women artistes of my home town of Banaras (or Varanasi 
as it is now called) and the neighbouring places including the cities of Bihar, made up their 
minds a bare generation back, that they would not bring up their children in their own trade. 
They created a caste for themselves called Gandharva—castes spring up easily in our country— 
and started legal marriages among themselves sanctified by religious ceremonial. Members 
of this caste or community have now become respectable members of society even if a gene¬ 
ration back, they could not name their fathers and only knew who their mothers were. Our 
society is basically tolerant, and soon absorbs new castes and creeds. These artistes were 
cultured, educated, and well-to-do. They perhaps could do things comparatively easily. Tne 
prostitutes, as such, are in no position to help themselves. I should very much like you to 
invite their representatives to such conferences, and take counsel with them, understand their 
wishes and aspirations, their sorrows and sufferings, and help them to help themselves in the 
way that would be most conducive for their own well-being as well as that of society as a whole. 

I do not know how this could be done. You, with your knowledge and experience, are in the 
best position to suggest ways and means for doing the righ: thing. I say this because I have 
a fear that without the active help and co-operation of the persons concerned themselves, much 
progress may not be possible in the great task that you have so boldly undertaken. Perhaps 
you have already given your thought to this matter. May be, you will give more as the days 
go by. 

It only remains for me now to declare this Conference formally inaugurated as you 
have so generously desired me to do ; and as I perform this very pleasant duty, I pray that 
the great and good work in which you are engaged, may prosper and yield fruitful results ; 
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that the great ideal that you have placed before yourselves, be achieveci ; that success mdy 
crown your efforts in giving us a society every member of which performs his or her duties 
properly and well, and offers his or her rightful contribution to national well-beings and thus 
makes himself or herself deserving of the Freedom that we have achieved, and worthy of the 
great future that we seek to build. 
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A Brief Report of the Work done by the Association for 
Moral and Social Hygiene in India. 

BY 

Mrs Shakuntla Lall, B. Sc-, LL.B., Honorary General Secretary 

Today wc are assembled here in the great city of Ahmedabad for the Bth Conference 
of Association for moral and Social Hygiene in India. This Association was started in the 
year 1928 but Conference like the present have not been an Annunl feature. Previously, 
wc met at Delhi, Calcutta, Lucknow, Chandigarh and Jaipur. Since we met last in the year 
1956, at Jaipur the Association has made a steady headway toward reaching its goal namely :— 

(1) The eradication of commercialised prostitution and kindred evils. 

(2) Condemnation of all forms of State Regulation of prostitution. 

(3) The raising of the standard of character and healthy outlook on Sex matters, 
thus promoting better family relationship ensuring n recognition that sound 
national life must be based upon a wholesome family life. 

To achieve these aims, besides other difficulties, there was a lack of trained workers to 
work for these objectives and run model homes for the treatment and rehabilitation of women 
and girls rescued frotn brothels and places of moral danger. But now on the basis of the 
2nd Five Year Plan, the Central Social Welfare Board has undertaken the opening of model 
homes for the rehabilitation of the women who are brought back from the evil places 
in each statcy and has introduced a training course in school of social work to train workers 
specially suited to meet the need. The course consists of one year training in the Madras 
School of Social Work. This school has already trained two batches. 

The Head Office of the Association at New Delhi recently has seen important 
changes. Smt. Rameshwari Nehru who has been associated with our organisation since its 
very inception and has been the President of the Association for the last decade, desired to 
be relieved of this responsibility on account of ill health. Her resignation was reluctantly 


27 



accepted We are happy that she agreed to remain in the Executive Committee to guide us in 
our future work. Mrs. Shanti Kabir who had very ably worked as the Hony. GenL Secy, for 
the last ten years also wanted to discontinue in that capacity on account of bad health. Very 
reluctantly this was also agreed to but we are glad that Mrs. Kabir accepted to serve the 
Association in the capacity of the Vice-President. We are also fortunate that Dr. Sushila 
Nayar inspite of her pre-occupation as a Member of the Parliament and otherwise was 
persuaded by Smt. Rameshwari Nehru to accept the responsibility of becoming the President 
of our Association and the burden of Hony. GenL Secretaryship has fallen on my shoulders. 
In the death of Mrs. Hannah Sen who was our Vice-President for many years left a vaccum 
which is not easy to fill. A resolution about it will come before the Conference later. 

Our financial position has been fairly satisfactory this year. Our funds which mainly 
consist of a Government aid through Central Social Welfare Board were not enough to meet 
our various liabilities specially because the aid has to be spent on specific items. To meet 
the other expenses, we organised a Charity Film Show and a Meena Bazar at New Delhi and 
it brought us about Rs. 5000/-. A fund Raising Sub-Committe has been formed by the 
Association and it is proposed to raise more funds on a similar basis before the end of this 
financial year. 

Our Association has continued its affiliation v^ith the International Abolitionists 
Federation, Geneva, the Indian Conference of Social Work, All India Women Conference 
and National Council of Women in India. Unfortunately our affiliation with these organisa¬ 
tions have not yield any tangible result so far. It is proposed that we would make our 
connection with these Association more effective for promoting the objectives of the 
A. M. S. H. I. for otherwise affiliation of a body like ours with another has no meaning. 

The A. M. S. H. I has several Sub-Committees for its activities. One of those is the 
Education Sub-Committee. This Sub-Committee has done in the period under review very good 
work, with the co-operation of the Delhi University. A Student Counselling Centre was opened 
in a room in the University building. The object of this centre was to give advice to the students 
in the matter of sex, marriage etc Services of experienced social workers and medical 
practitioners were obtained and a series of lectures were given to the students at the Delhi 
University. In these meetings, students were encouraged to ask questions and it invoked very 
good response. The Education Sub-Committee now intends to organise similar lectures 
amongst students of the senior classes in the Higher Secondry School also. 

Another Sub-Committee which has been entrusted the work of promoting another impor¬ 
tant activity of the Association is the Health Sub-Committee. It has decided to start a Socio 
Medical Centre for treatment and control of Venereal Diseases in Delhi. It is hoped that 
experience so gained will enable the Association to expand similar activities in the near 
future. 
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Another Sub-Committee which has been very active is the Legal Sub-Committee. 
The draft bill for the Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Girls prepared by this 
Committee has already become an Act and Legal Sub-CommiUee is now anxious to see that 
it is properly implemented and which would assure uniformity of action in various states. 

At present the A. M. S. H. I. has branches at Delhi, Patna, Lucknow, Agra, Bombay; 
Jaipur, Chandigarh and Bangalore. A new branch is going to be opened in Madhya Pradesh. 
It is our effort that we should have branches at least in the capitals of all the states. There 
has not been much co-ordination in the activities of various branches and some of the 
branches have not been very active. It is proposed to take steps to remedy this situation as 
early as possible for which we solicit the active co-operation of all concerned. Dr. Sushila 
Nayar our new President, is already in correspondance with various state Governments with 
a view to get workable data regarding the present position and its allied evils. Some of the 
data has been received from various states and the rest is awaited. A symposium has been 
included in the agenda on this subject, as this is done, efforts will be made to make a headway 
both with our branches as well as the co-operation of various state Governments. 



Presidential Address 


BY 

Smt. Violet Alva; Deputy Home Minister^ Govt, of India. 

Ladies and GentVemen, 

I deeply appreciate the honour you have done me this evening to be amidst you all to 
preside at the Sixth Annual Conference cf the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in 
India. Knowing the magnitude of the problem that we in this country have to tackle in the 
field of Moral and Social Hygiene, I readily accepted Dr. Sushila Nayar’s request to be here 
today. I am here before eminent social workers of the country who have ceaselessly worked 
for the uplift of our unfortunate sisters. I am happy to associate myself with this thirly^year 
old Association which has brought about a new consciousness in society with its praiseworthy 
aims and untiring efforts. Dr. Sushila Nayar had the unique privilege of spending her best 
years with the Father of the Nation and knew his method of work and practical approach for 
the downtrodden and the lost women. The work of this Association has gathered momentum 
from year to year and decade to decade. The task yet is however big, so must our endeavours 
be. It is not a problem that faces either this country or this age alone. It is from times 
immemorial that right thinking men and women have tried, have applied their minds, and 
made every effort to reclaim those who have for some reason or the other fallen into degrada¬ 
tion. The history of prostitution from Babylon to India is the same. It was Josephine Butler 
in the West who gave a human touch and proved that the problem of prostitution had always 
been encouraged by society and the state while the prostitutes have been persecuted down the 
ages. In India, Dr. Muthulaxmi Reddi has contributed very much in awakening public minp 
to eradicating the evil of devadasis. The human body is sacred, nay the belief is that the human 
body is manifestation of the Divine and still down the centuries prostitution has meant brand¬ 
ing the women alone. Looking around me and looking back at the tremendous achievements 
of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India I yet fail to see, may be I am wrong, 
any one-time fallen sister here amidst us commanding our respect and admiration that she has 
come up to our level of respectability. Let us then set a new tempo to our work as they have 
done in other countries such as Russia, China and Czechoslovakia, where the stigma has been 
washed away and unfortunate women have been lifted up from the houses of ill fame and shame 
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t6 a state of glory. It is only then that we shall be able to talk with pride when the reclaimed 
women will be in a position to participate in a Conference like this, proud of their new status, 
not ashamed to narrate their past. Fallen but risen again. 

Even in ancient Rome one of the Emperors altered the old Roman laws regarding 
prostitution, permitted the marriage of citizens with prostitutes and encouraged hy his own 
example. His own wife, the Empress Theodora,had been a baWet-dancer and a prostitute. VJhcn 
she attained the imperial dignity, her first thought was of her o\d companions and she did what 
she could for them. Whatever knowledge we can gather is by research ai\d active work amidst 
our unfortunate sisters. From the time of the League of Nations, international attention has 
been focussed on this menace of immoral trafficking where not only inter-Statc but also inter¬ 
national gangs operate in lowering the standards of morality that defy all standards of decency. 
What then is the alternative ? India has ratified the Convention of the United Nations relating 
to the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of 
others. Shrimati Durgabai Deshmukh, Chairman of the Central Social Welfare Board, has 
devoted time and attention to this singular problem that is engaging the attention of Govern¬ 
ment and non-Govcrnmental organisations. Shrimati Rama Rau and her Committee have 
given us a valuable report. Shrimati Indira Gandhi spared no effort, as the Chairman of the 
Committee appointed by the Central Social Welfare Board, to draw up a careful programme of 
After-Care services. Shrimati Rameshwari Nehru, your past President, has spared no pains in 
attending to this problem before and after the partition of the country when along with the 
refugee problem also the problem of immoral traffic increased considerably. 

Waste Product of Civilizatiou 

Human passions cannot be changed by human legislation alone. For hundreds of 
years the Governments of Europe have tried in vain to dry up the sources of prostitution; with 
the opening of the present century they began to dike in the river and prevent avoidable 
mischief. For long time we too have had laws against prostitution, which, with every proper 
effort on the part of those in authority have proved not very useful to book those who live by 
this illicit traffic spreading disease and desperation around. Eradication of this evil is possible 
only when womanhood is emancipated in the real sense. If you go back to the primitive 
society you find complete equality between the man and the woman until civilization pushed 
her back by stages till she became either a drudge or a doll but in every sense a chattel. 
Woman's condition thus drifted to a complete economic dependence on the man. She then 
lost her moral fibre and society in every age, in every clime, tolerated pursuit of man’s lust and 
prostitution came to be known as the oldest profession in the world. India has awakened to a 
new consciousness and with that consciousness we feel a new urge to approach this problem in 
a more dispassionate manner than did our forebears in the past. No longer can any people 
condemn the prostitute without condemning the men who keep the profession going. If one 
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wanted to suppress prostitution, one had to suppress men first. How many women were happy 
selling their bodies ? Most seemed disgusted with their profession. It was no use suppressing 
them without knowing the root cause of the disease. Prostitution like any other commodityt 
depends on demand and supply. Gandhiji said:- 

**Of all the evils for which man has made himself responsible, none is so degrading, 
so shocking or so brutal as his abuse of the better half of humanity, to me the 
female sex, not the weaker sex. It is nobler of the two, for even today the 
embodiment of sacrifice, silent suffering, humility, faith and knowledge. A 
woman’s intuition has often proved truer than man’s arrogant assumption of 
superior knowledge. There is method in putting Sita before Rama, and Radha 
before Krishna. Let us not delude ourselves into the belief that this gambling 
in vice has a place in our evolution because it is rampant and in some cases even 
State-regulated in civilized Europe. Let us not also perpetuate the vice on the 
strength of Indian precedents. We should cease to grow the moment we cease 
to discriminate between the virtue and vice and slavishly copy the past which we 
do not fully know. We are proud heirs to all that was noblest and best in the 
bygone age. We must not dishonour our heritage by multiplying past errors. In 
a self-respecting India is not every woman’s virtue as much as every man’s concern 
as his own sisters ? 

**Man is primarily responsible for the existence of these unfortunate members of 
society. Let the Indian man ponder over the fate of the thousands of sisters 
who are destined to a life of shame for his unlawful and immoral indulgence. 
The pity of it is that the vast majority of men who visit these pestilential haunts 
are married men aud therefore commit a double sin. They sin against their 
wives to whom they have sworn allegiance, and they sin against the sisters whose 
purity they are bound to guard with as much jealousy as that of their own blood 
sisters. It is an evil which cannot last for a single day, if we men of India realise 
our own dignity. 

‘'What is worse or more hurtful to society—to steal property, or to steal the honour 
of a woman ? 

"Does not man by his subtle and unscrupulous ways first rob woman of her noblest 
instinct and then make her a partner in the crime committed against her ? 

'This moral leprosy, the work among the unfortunate sisters must be left everywhere 
to the experts. My suggestion has reference to work among the visitors to these 
houses of ill fame.’* 
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j^rovididg of Rescue Homes and District Shelters and After-Care Homes is an excellent 
programme under our Five-Year Plan but nevertheless with our efforts from the Centre and 
the States, and with all our shoulders put to the wheel, it will touch only the fringe of the 
problem. Illiteracys ignorance, superstition and economic serfdom above all is the root cause 
of this evil. What is morality ? Where is it found ? In high society ? That has its own 
story where often you find cases of marriage made a mockery. Cheap immitation of the 
western mode of life have often made us miss the real values of life that it has offered us. 
In every strata of society you will find some element of promiscuity. Not only fallen women but 
fallen men arc the waste product of society. It is not possible to wipe out promiscuous 
tendencies found in men and women but commercialised vice must be eradicated. Until that 
is done womanhood cannot be emancipated in the real sense. 

InstitotioD of Family 

The institution of family counts much in these days when men and women are 
learning to work together in all walks of life. It is the early training that gives a human being 
his basic character. All the more it is necessary that we fight against certain trends in society 
in our daily life—pornographic literature, advertisements that appeal to the sex all the time, 
the cinema that lowers the moral standards and depicts, human life as it is not, shop windows 
that misguide the adolescent are all contributory factors and, above all, the cheap contraceptives 
hawked on our pavements do not help us in family planning as much as they tempt to and 
break down the resistance of our youth. Family planning must be handled on a spiritual plane 
and contraceptives must be sold through registered chemists only. The present day conditions 
in our country, nay the world over, push the age of marriage further and further away and even 
when marriage is possible, lack of facilities, proper housing, add to the strain of working men 
and women. The human body is sacred but sex has to be viewed in a natural and rational 
way. Therefore, we must endeavour at all levels, be it Governmental or non Governmental, 
to see that families live together as far as possible and that young men and women have an 
opportunity to settle down in matrimony. Social insurance schemes should be introduced so 
that minimum living standards could be guaranteed to persons wishing to get married early or 
have a family to support. Working women must have proper housing facilities and not be 
thrown on to the temptations of designing evil men and women. We hear of cases where 
women have become victims of men in offices where they work. A deterrent measure has to 
be devised for the misbehaving male. Working women have at the same time to set up high 
standards of decorum and decency when they work with men 

QandeStine prostitution is very common and widespread. It is an admitted fact that 
even under the law it is difScult to get a conviction even though the case is convincing for a 
conviction. Thus we find ourselves putting in our best effort at one end in reclaiming those 
whom we feel have been lost to society not bothering about those who patronise and keep up 
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the Immoral practices. The pimps, the procurers and brothel-keepers never let a bird go 
from the cage and are daily in search of fledgelings to put them into this cage of yice. 

Role of Police 

WV\at tlicn shall be the role of our Police whose minds are warped and who certainly 
ate not adequately suited by training they receive either to look upon or do the type of service 
we want from them ? This Conference certainly must have discussed all these aspects in the 
past and shall discuss it now and in the future too. We certainly shall have to give a reorienta¬ 
tion to our approach and learn to count the reclaimed sisters among our numbers. 

Industrialization and urbanisation both break the back bone of morality. Easy morals 
and clandestine prostitution in high society are often condoned. We should with a sense of 
impartiality be able to condemn easy virtues and commercialised vice wherever they are found. 
Commercialised vice is found often in places where one least suspects. However, I shall leave 
it to eminent public workers in the country to deal with this vital aspect. 

Recreation 

How do we help to eradicate this vice, commercialised vice ? Our young men and 
women, especially in the cities have no scope for recreation where they can expend their physi¬ 
cal energy and rest contented to follow their normal pursuits. Congested housing, lack of 
recreation, physical and intellectual starvation and lack of any form of cultural activities is a 
very important cause for the breakdown in standards of morality in men and women. We 
have as yet made no attempts to build up the aesthetic side of human nature. Not long 
sermons but service alone can bring mirth and laughter to millions who live in sub-normal 
conditions of life. This Conference should now search for an avenue in which it can build up 
public opinion in localities where there can be a happy hour for the grown-ups after their day’s 
task is done. We are trying to achieve this target in our rural areas but the cities are completely 
ignored and cinema and sex become the only recreation. Sex should never be treated as 
something secret. 


“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien. 

As, to be hated, needs but to be seen; 

Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 

We first endure, then pity, then embrace.” 

Children are the Wealth of a Nation 

Children should be guided and their curiosity satisfied from their early age on the 
subject of sex. Every cvre should be taken in the bringing up of children for on them would 
lie the burdens of tomorrow. 
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Regiftratioo of Domestic Servants 

In cities working parents have to leave their innocent children in incompetent hands 
whose antecedents and pre-dilections arc not known. Sad cases of offences against minors are 
reported. It is time that this problem engages the attention of our social workers in the country. 
Children are the wealth of a nation. It is no use saying that. Registration of domestic servants 
is, therefore, the need of the hour. It is high time that every State in India pays attention to 
solving this problem to the little ones who cannot speak for themselves. Womens* organisa¬ 
tions could launch a campaign in this direction as every housewife would be interested. 
Women in great numbers arc out of their homes working cither for economic reasons or per¬ 
sonal satisfaction. Children and homes are more and more left to hired hands at least for 
some part of the day. 

Homes, middle class, lower or upper, all employ fulltime or part time servants accord¬ 
ing to their means. As yet in India we neither have the modern amenities in the flat nor the 
correct out-look. 

Lack of opportunities of employment also drives thousands to become domestic ser¬ 
vants. How does a domestic servant get employed ? He is introduced by someone from his 
fraternity or he depends entirely on his own certificates sometimes genuine, sometimes 
borrowed and sometimes faked. We do not know the man*s or woman’s history or past life, 
whether he is diseased or wanted by police or a convict or a thorough born whom the wheels 
of fortune has flung on evil days. Rarely do we get their addresses in full, rarely do we want 
to know their next of kin or the place of their birth. Such then is our dependency on our 
servants at home and to such we entrust our children and homes, often to come to grief. In quite 
a number of house-breaking cases and burglaries and above all molestation of women the servant 
or ex-servant is involved. To rectify this state of affairs, registration of domestic servants 
would give a sense of security to the employer and employee both, and I commend to this 
Conference to make it a fact, to make it a living reality, for which working parents shall ever be 
grateful to those who think of their problems and solve it for them and the nation. 

U N. G>nvenlion Ratified 

We have recently enacted the Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Children 
Act which is one of the most advanced pieces of social legislation because it provides, for the 
first time, a scope for protection of girls up to the age of 21, enables adult women to seek 
voluntary admissions into the Protection Homes which are provided as an integral part of the 
implementing machinery under the Act. It also provides for Association of voluntary agencies 
right from the stage of investigation of a single specific case up to the stage of trial under the 
Act. Under the Second Five-Year Plan, the Union Home Ministry will spend three crores of 
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rupees which will be fifty per cent of the contribution that the States shall have to make during 
the Plan period. Our Home Minister. Shri Govind Ballabh Pant's vigilant eye and sympathe¬ 
tic attitude will ever encourage and guide our efforts. 

Not resources of money and homes but a frontal attack on those who keep up the 
demand for commercialised vice alone can achieve any measure of success. Let us then see the 
problem in the right perspective. 

“There is in every human heart. 

Some not entirely barren part. 

Where flowers of richest scent may blow. 

And fruit in glorious sunlight grow." 



Present Position of Prostitution in India 

BY 

Dr. Sushila Nayar President A.M.S.H.L 

Let me at the very beginning make it clear that I feel very much humiliated that ten 
years after independence we should be meeting here to discuss the present position of the 
problem of prostitution in India. We started with a great moral fervour and our very struggle 
for independence was conducted on a moral basis under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Our tall claims to moral and spiritual values cannot be reconciled with the continuance of 
prostitution. It is a matter of great sorrow that even today there are responsible men and 
women who have serious doubts whether prostitution can be eliminated. Some of them even 
question the wisdom of such a drive. I have been shocked to hear from those who should 
know better **women of good families will not be safe if no prostitutes were available." This 
argument is too absurd to need an elaborate reply. Others say "this evil has existed from 
times immemorial and you cannot expect to eradicate it". This too is no argument to my 
mind. The very fact that some women have gone through the bell of leading a prostitute's life 
for a long time is a reason for putting an end to it at the earliest. Our neighbouring country* 
China, had equally long history of commercialised vice and prostitution and yet in less than 
ten years after freedom from foreign domination, they have eradicated this evil and have 
treated, cured and rehabilitated thousands of prostitutes. What they have done, we can also 
do if there is a determined and sustained abound effort. I have, therefore, no doubt in my 
mind that complete eradication of prostitution should be our goal and. if we do well, most 
of the homes that we are starting today for rescue work may become available for other pur¬ 
poses, such as care of the destitute and aged and infirm within a few years. But that would 
mean not only rescue, education and rehabilitation of the existing prostitutes, but also plugg¬ 
ing the holes to prevent fresh entries into the gates of hell. As you will hear later from other 
speakers today and tomorrow, there is a good deal of traffic in women and girls still going on 
in certain parts of the country, especially the hill areas. The defects in the law and its 
implementation have stood in the way of catching and dealing with the traficers with sufficient 
severity to have a deterrent effect. The members of AURASHI and its branches and others 
interested in the problem will have to work hard to create the public opinion which can 
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exercise sufficient pressure on all concerned to remove these defects. The defects of law you 
will hear more about when that subject is taken up* An all India law against traffic in women 
and girls has been passed by the Parliament. But the rule making power therein has been 
given to the States which has led to delay in its implementation. It remains to be seen how 
uniform and effective the operation will be when the rules have been framed by the different 
States and the Act is brought into force all over India. The Act in operation at present will 
be replaced by this new Central Act. 

We had asked for reports on the present position of prostitution from all the States. 
We have received them from most of the states. They are not thorough and complete. The 
reports from our branches should have given us full information, but even those are not what 
they could be. Some reports are much better than others but none of them arc really based 
on a thorough survey or study of the problem. We shall have to do a considerable amount of 
spade work to have full knowledge of the present position. The Moral and Social Hygiene 
Advisory Committee of the C.S. W.B. has done a commendable job, but if the object is eradi¬ 
cation of prostitution a very through study will have to be made by the special police in each 
State who should be helped by our branches and other social workers. Special police unit for 
this work with special training and social workers back ground is absolutely necessary at the 
central and state level. There should be a majority of women in this special police. Proper 
type of patrolling by plain clothed men and women with a social worker’s outlook is necessary 
to trace the trafficeers, brothel keepers and prostitutes. 


What do we understand from the word prostitution. The law generally defines it as 
“Promiscuous sexual intercourse for hire.” Ryle Scott defines it as “A prostitute is an indivi¬ 
dual male or female, who for some kind of gain, monetary or otherwise or for some form 
of personal satisfaction, and as a part time or whole time profession, engages in normal or 
abnormal sexual intercourse with various persons who may be of the same sex or the oppo¬ 
site sex to the prostitute.” In the Union Central Act for Suppression of Immoral Traffic in 
Women and Girls 1956, Prostitution is defined as **The act of a female offering her body for 
promiscuous sexual intercourse for hire whether in money or kind.” In the eyes of the law 
Prostitution is like any other profession or trade a personal affair. The law takes notice 
of it only when it becomes a nuisance to society as for instance : 


(a) Soliciting. 

(b) Prostitution in places of public amusement. 

(c) Living on the earning of a prostitute. 

(d) Procuring. 

(e) Unlawfully detaining women and girls for prostitution. 

(f) Keeping brothels and so on. 
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A prostitute can practise her profession by herself unhindered so long as she is not 
being exploited by a brothel keeper or is not seen soliciting and corrupting innocent young 
men. This leads to all kinds of subterfuges. The prostitute needs pimp and solicits through 
them. The brothel keepers will often keep women in single room tenements so that they 
appear to be practising their profession on their own, whereas 50% of their earnings are pocket¬ 
ed by the brothel keeper who might pose as an old aunt or some other relative looking after 
the prostitute. The life of a prostitute is such that she cannot attract business for herself, she 
procures other young women and girls to do it for her as she is not fit for earning her living 
in any other way. Thus the recognition of a woman's right to practise prostitution on her 
own render the plea of fundamental rights is the biggest hurdle in the way of eliminating 
prostitution. Prostitution in any form must be made an offence in the eyes of the law if we 
wish to take up the problem of eliminating it in right earnest. I am unable to understand the 
concern for individual freedom when it comes to prohibiting prostitution when we have prohi¬ 
bition against alcoholic drinks. If that is consistent with individual freedom and I stand all 
out for Prohibition of alcholic drinks. I do not see why fundamental rights need be infringed 
by prohibiting Prostitution. Wherever a woman is keeping open house and prostitution is 
known to be practised, the law must step in. This will not take care of individual proscuity 
and commercialised vice also may go underground as a result ; but that happens whenever any 
attempt is made to control it. Individual morality can only be taken care of by proper educa* 
tion and home influence. As for the latter namely commercialised vice going underground 
an enlightened public opinion will not allow commercialised vice to flourish in a clandestine 
manner. It is generally in the hotels certain homes and such other places that clandestine 
prostitution goes on. Proper vigilance and patrolling with the help of vigilant public opinion 
can take care of the problem. Generally the neighbours know as to what is taking place and 
if they help the police and police is dependable the problem can be effectively tackled Punish¬ 
ment for the traficeers or brothel keepers must be deterrent. As for the prostitute, it is not 
punishment that is necessary but to find the causes and to remove them so that the woman 
can return to normal healthy life. In any case fines as punishment for the prostitute or her 
collaborators do not do any good what-so-ever. 

Coming to the causes of Prostitution, in India the most important cause is economic 
distress. All those who have gone into the causes of prostitution and have interrogated the 
prostitutes have come to the same conclusion. 

The second cause is social customs leading to early widowhood, dedication of girls tc 
temples. Devdasi system, which has been prohibited by law, but is still going on in many 
places, and so on. 

Ignorance also plays its part and a girl or a woman might get lost in a Mela or at a 
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Railway Station and fall into the hands o{ evil people and even if she escapes from tbem 
later the family will not accept her back so that she is condemned to a life of Prostitution. 

In India there are certain communities wherein Prostitution is a hereditary profession, 
the daughters carrying on the profession and the brothers helping them as pimps and procurers 
or as music accompanists when the girls have been trained for singing and dancing. These 
girls do not generally seem to think there is anything wrong with the type of life they lead. 
They often sing and dance for money, but live with one patron till he dies or deserts her. 

There are some who take to prostitution for earning easy money and getting luxuries 
which they cannot obtain otherwise. This class is most difficult to deal with. It has increas¬ 
ed after partition. 

The last type, the sexual pervert, would appear to be extremely rare in India. But 
here again, we have no reliable or thorough study to back this observation. 

The remedy therefore is not simple or easy. The socio-economic factors have to 
be taken into consideration and suitable alternative avenues of employment found not only 
for the prostitutesi but also their dependents. Preventive measures would include legislation 
as well as determined effort on the part of the Police and public to implement the legislation 
effectively. Socio-economic factors which drive so many women to this profession must 
also be taken note of and suitable remedies found. Some say; it has to wait for economic 
betterment of the country. But that is a fallacious argument. No country in the world is 
the U. S. A. and they have Prostitution and clandestine commercialised vice in that country 
on a scale which is not insignificant. Therefore, we cannot wait for this reform to be applied 
till we are a prosperous nation. 

In the work of rescue treatment and rehabilitation as well as in the field of preventive 
measure> the Madras State has done the best work so far. I think much credit belongs to 
Shrimati V.T. Lakshmi for developing an effective vigilance service and after care programme 
at Madras. 

The Central S.W.B. has chalked out a programme for starting care and after care 
homes in all the states if the State Governments and social workers would take the initiative 
and have also started training programmes for the training of workers for running these at 
certain schools of social work. The Madras school of social work has already trained two 
batches most of whom, I hear have already been employed. The C. S. W. B. is. to be 
congratulated for what they have done. But I think in order to eradicate the evil, much 
work has to be done. Each State should have four types of homes and bigger states will 
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heed several sets of these. They are (1) Reception homes with adequate facilities 
for the treatment of venereal diseases. (2) Care and training homes to fit them for rehabilita¬ 
tion. (3) After care homes and hostels where the girls can live when they are discharged 
from the institution and have found a home. It is very curious that while it is very difficult 
to find relatives to own the boys 5vho are discharged from certified school, there are many 
relatives wishing to claim the girls. Great care must be taken not to hand over the girls to 
people who might exploit them so that they again fall into the same miserable life- Some 
care has to be exercised in marriage arrangement also. There are several cases where marriage 
is a pretext to get the girls for immoral purposes. A safe shelter where the girl can return 
to after the days work is therefore very necessary. (4) The last type of home should take 
care of the aged and infirm who arc today enticing young girls into the field of prostitution 
to support them as they have nothing else to fall back upon. 

The problem of venereal disease control is a most important field of activity for our 
Association. Most of the States reports describe Veneral disease Clinics attached to hospitals. 
They are useful but not enough, Venereal Disease Clinics should form part of all health centres 
and maternity and child welfare centres, so that people can go there freely without the fear 
of attracting public attention There must be social workers male and female to trace and 
bring contacts for examination and treatment. Sex education and student counselling pro¬ 
grammes should explain dangers of Venereal Diseases and the way to get treatment for such 
conditions. In Delhi the AMASHI is having a good programme of student counselling for 
the last one year or so. But this has to spread to all the States if it is to make an impression 
on our national life. 

Mrs. Aiwa in her Presidential address has mentioned the need for registration of 
domestic servants. I wish to put before you with the emphasis at my command the urgent 
need for a Central Act for registration and supervision of all Homes for women and children 
run in different plates all over the country. I am fully aware of the great role private 
charity has played in this important work. Yet there arc vice dens run by evil people in 
the name of charity. They must be stopped and genuine humanitarions work given due 
recognition and help by the state. 

I am afraid I have taken longer than I had intended to. There are several other 
speakers and after they have read their papers, the subject will be thrown open for discussion. 
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Reports of Some Rescued Girls 

BY 

Dr. Sm. M. Ratnamma Issac 

I am forwarding this paper just to show you the various difficulties one comes up 
against when dealing with the girls who are admitted in the Rescue Homes. They are various— 
To get at the truth of their statements to the admitting Officer, to me. to the police and from 
their relations is next to impossible. In spite of these difficulties in the course of their stay 
with us we have been able to arrive at almost the true state of affairs. 

Here is a typical case. One X aged 17} years, belonging to an orthodox family was 
brought to us on 0-9-54. This was their version. They said that they had adopted this girl 
from a poor Christian family. ‘'She grew as one of us and was attending a convent school. In 
her 17th year she misconducted herself with a young boy who deserted her when she was 4 
months pregnant. She has abused our trust and so they begged us to give her shelter in our 
home where she gave birth to a child and none of her relations came to visit her. In the 3rd 
month the baby died due to inanition as this mother refused to nurse the infant. A month later 
the adopted parents turned up and wished her to be discharged saying that she was to be 
married to a widower with one child who was a relation of theirs. We objected, if she was a 
Christian girl whether she would consent to marry a Hindu. She must give her consent. After 
15 days the father and mother of the girl came with tears and confessed that the first story 
they gave was all false, that she was their eldest daughter. Now she was through, they will get 
her married to her relation. The girl was married and they visited our Ashram on more than 
two occasions and gave a feast to the Ashram. They arc leading a happy life. 

Here is a second case. The girl Y is 14 years of age, and a native of Bangalore. She 
is an orphan mother dying when she was a baby and the father dying 10 years ago. Her two 
brothers brought her up. The elder brother who married quaralled with the younger brother 
over a question of property and drove him out of the house. A few days later, finding a silver 
tray missing from the house he and his wife suspecting that, this girl has given it to him ill- 
treated her and told her to get the tray or get out of the house. She left the house at about 
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6 P.M. and went towards Cubbon Park. Standing near a lake she felt so desperate that she 
thought of committing suicide. Fear finally made her tell the whole story to 2 men who passed 
that way and beg for a place of asylum. They pitied her took her to the Hon. Secretary of the 
Ashram where she was given shelter. Some days later her elder brother felt compassion for 
her and feeling that he had wrongly suspected her came to the Ashram and apologised to her 
and took her back home. Now she is happily married. 

One night the police brought a young person dressed in baggy khaki trousers and white 
shirt. Matron refused admission and said they do not admit grown up males. The police 
assured that this person is not a boy. On examination the Matron found that it was a girl 
disguised as a boy. On questioning her she said that she is an orphan and that she passed her 
S.S.L.C. and was taking her veternary training at Hebbal. She said that her uncle, a Railway 
guard at Arsikere always dressed her and her sister in man’s clothes Her uncle left her in 
one foreman’s house at city Railway Quarters. Once before she was arrested when she was 
found in the company of one Vecrappa near a toddy shop and was charged to appear before the 
Magistrate but she absconded. The police were on the look out for her and found her again 
under immoral circumstances, in the same garb she was admittad into the Ashram on 16/4/57. 
Now steps are taken to trace her relations. She is a well behaving and active girl at present. 

The 4th case, H was admitted on 16/10/54, aged 20, a native of Bombay, Brahmin by 
caste. She submitted that she was married to a man who was impotent. She said that she was 
married and her father deserted her mother with whom she was staying. An elder brother of 
hers supported them. She and her mother earned a pittance by threading flowers and garlands. 
She was seduced by a driver from Mysore and she ran away from Bombay with him accom- 
pained by a tailor. The three stayed in Sivananda Hotel in Bangalore for 15 days. Then she 
stayed with the tailor for a month and a half. One day when they both were standing at a bus 
stop some men jeered at her and when a quarrel started, police interfered and found that she 
was living by prostitution. The police inspector got her admitted into the Ashram and tries to 
get her discharged and later a woman was sent who was dressed like a purdah woman and 
asked permission to speak to her sister. But the girl said that she had no relations at Banga¬ 
lore and she would not go with her. The I.G.P. helped us to trace her people. When we 
informed her mother she came and took her back to Bombay. In this case it was clearly found 
that the police were implicated because one of them had put her in the Ashram as a temporary 
place of refuge, but we protested and got her admitted with Magistrate’s Order. 

The 5th case, N was admitted on 7/7/66, a native of Bangalore aged 16, Tclegu, Her 
version was that her husband had a keep and illtreated her. She has run away from his brutal 
treatment. Her mother was in the Hospital suffering from Cancer. One day when she was 
returning from the hospital some rowdies molested her when the police came up and after 
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enquiry brought her to the Ashram. She has no father. After 2 months her husband asnd lier 
maternal uncle came to take her home but she refused to go and preferred to remain in the 
Ashram and learn some useful industry. Later she was handed over to her husband /after his 
undertaking to treat her well. Now she is living happily with her husband. 
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The Regulation of the Sex Instinct ; 

BY 

Mr. Puran Chand, Advocate of Agra 


The regulation of the sex instinct is a most important psychologic problem to be 
dealt with. It is connected with the first and the foremost evil tendency known as **KAMA*' 
a e , Passion The regulation of the sex instinct is connected with the regulation of region 
of the human heart. Out of the three types of law prevailing, namely State law. Social law 
and Divine Law, the Divine law has the best and the deepest connection with the working 
of the human heart. The State and the Social laws have also deep significance but they 
have only access to the things said and the deeds done. The deeds done have their origin 
in the realm of heart where Divine Law primarily applies. The belief in the omnipotence 
and omnipresence of the Divine Power puis an end to the idea of secrecy and the idea of 
for giveness, if secrecy is avoided the sin is avoided, if there is implicit belief in Divine 
justice there can be no feeling of escape and nobody can dare do any wrong act. The 
regulation of the human heart including the regulation of the sex instinct is an important 
part of Moral Hygiene, to make moral hygiene effective and intensively and extensively 
applicable the whole life is to be regulated, what we eat, what we drink, what we do, where 
we sleep and how we sleep are all important factors. The question of recreation and enter¬ 
tainment is also an important factor to be dealt with in this connection. 1 he reading and 
study of sex provoking novels and stories is to be avoided. The display of passion-exciting 
films and pictures has also to be stopped, specially for the young and persons of immature 
age and discretion. There should also be provision for sex education, Unfortunately at 
present the parents and the elders in the family feel shy in giving instructions about the 
regulation of sex instinct. In Educational Institutions also the teachers also do not feel 
inclined to give any hints for this regulation, rather it is considered against atiq jctte and 
culture to talk of the sex problem, though it is a most important part of human life. Out 
of the two instincts in human life the sex instincts is connected with the hunger instinct. The 
question of the hunger instincts is discussed from social and hygienic stand point. In the 
question of diet we have to keep in view both the stand points of taste and health, we have 
to be taught 'to eat to live and not live to eat,' If the question of diet is neglected we have 
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to recoune to digestives and tonics, palliatives and other things of this type. We have to 
think of vitamins and go on losing vitality. If the question of diet is not regulated it leads 
to bad health and loss of physical strength, if the sex instinct is not properly regulated it 
leads not only to the loss of health, the loss of wealth, but also leads to the loss of 
character, which is the very basis of human life. Rishi Dayanand, one of the greatest 
reformers of the twentieth century, has elaborately dealt with the sex problem in his 
immemorable book Hhe Satyartha Prakash*. Though he was a Brahmachari and a Sanyasi, 
he wanted to regulate human life and for this regulation he thought it most important and 
essential to regulate sex instinct. The question of moral hygiene as indicated above is a 
question of the individual growth and formation. It cannot be tackled only from the economic 
and social view point. The question of prostitution and its removal is deeply connected 
with the individual character and the social atmosphere. Sexual relations must be considered 
as a most important part of human life and behaviour, this problem cannot be tackled by 
looking only at the surface and making suggestions from superficial angle of vision. The 
question of intoxication and meat diet has also to be kept in view. Co-education is also 
a provoking factor and has to be put stop to. The question of prostitution is the question 
of demand and supply. The habit of uttering filthy abuses and the habit of decorating 
drawing rooms with naked pictures has also to be put a stop to. 

The legal aqiect 

This problem has to be dealt with from the legal stand point also. The law of the 
land is the best index of the culture of the Nation and the Countary In T.P.C. sexual 
offences are dealt with in Sections 376, 377 and Sections 494 to 498. The offence of adultery 
has been tackled more from the auxidental stand point and not on the basis of ancient Vedic 
culture. A new section of adultery has to be added according to which sexual intercourse 
has to be penalized between those who are not connected by a valid marriage, in all other 
circumstances there is no question of any exception being made. At present in Section 497 
and 498 the woman concerned is only a witness and not an accused, this is against thes pirit 
of democracy and socialism. She should be given a status of a co-accused. It is strange 
that in bigamy she has to be punished. In adultery she goes scot-free. The law has to be 
amended and brought in conformity with the ancient culture. It is strange that in Section 
498 the consent and connivance of the husband has been mentioned as an exonerating 
factor for the adulterer. On the other hand the husband also should be punished as an 
abettor. Section 376 has also to be suitably amended. Section 377 deals with unnatural 
offences, there should be strict law for the regulation of natural offence. The proper state 
is only the state of a married life as mentioned above. Somebody may object that if adultery 
is made a panel offence under all circumstances the evil may go under ground and assume 
different aspect ; It may reach the prohibited area ; it may also be said that it amounts to 
interference with individual liberty. All these objections are futile and they are always 
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raiseci when there is any question of introducing any veioim. This cry is being heard in 
case of prohibition ; this was also raised in the case of gambling. The tenacity of the law¬ 
breaker is no ground for making the law lenient. It has to be enforced with greater vigour 
and care. If the law of the land is properly framed the question of moral hygiene specially 
as regards prostitution can be successfully tackled. 
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A Social Worker’s Review of the Problem of Immoral Traffic 
in Women & Girls in Calcutta particular & in West Bengal 
in general. 

BY 

Sm. Meenakshi Sundaram, Social Welfare Officer, All Bengal Women s 
Union. 


The degradation of the Socio-Economic condition of our country is a most important 
factor leading to the profession of prostitution and its practice on a large scale in Calcutta and 
elsewhere in West Bengal. An analysis of the events that vitally affected moral life in Calcutta 
during the last fifteen years would help in understanding the state of Immoral Traffic in the 
city. The following factors may be taken into consideration :— 

1. War and the famine that followed, were responsible for the bringing about of a 
degeneration of the standard of living and of moral values. 

2. The partition of Bengal aggravated the problem acutely, inasmuch as, it brought in 
its wake tremendous problems of refugee influx, unemployment, stark poverty, dis¬ 
ease and death. It was in short ''humanity uprooted." Cases were known, where 
unprotected girls were exploited by the members of their own families either for 
direct prostitution or camouflaged immoral existence. Young girls hailing from 

decent families went astray; a condition forced by want and privation, economic 
disaster being the root of the damaged social and moral order. In that prolonged 
exodus of refugees the good as well as the bad got mixed up. The poverty 
stricken melee drove hundreds of unprotected women into Calcutta and its in¬ 
numerable brothels. 

3. The cinem industry and the large scale publicity in the press, of the colourful life 
of a film star, all conspired to attract a number of young refugee women to crave 
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tot ^'stardom’', and the majority of the movie-mad girls were irretrievably lost- l^he 
passion of the unsophisticated village maid for a fashionable and glamorous life was 
the cause of her downfall. 

4. Though prostitution is regarded as primarily an urban problem, a good percentage 
of women who practice it come from mainly rural areas The age group of prosti¬ 
tutes falls between ten to twenty-nine. Besides, economic distress, mal-treatment 
desertion, widowhood, certain social and religious practices in some communities, 
make it easier for the procurer to entice a girl away to brothels. 

5. The dowry system, leading to large scale frustration of parents, reflects on the men¬ 
tal make-up of theii daughters, who then learn to defy convention, and a spirit of 
revolt, not against an individual, but against the society as a whole, is aroused, but 
in the end it is the girls themselves who have to pay for it. 

6. Calcutta being a cosmopolitan city with an international port, men are often oblig¬ 
ed to live without their families, thus creating an ever increasing demand for bro¬ 
thels, and the inadequate housing for families in industrial areas and elsewhere 
make for a stunted mora^ growth that creates abnormalities and various sexual 
complexes. 

The extent of the Prevalence of Prostitution. 

This huge deep-rooted problem of prostitution has more or less extended throughout 
Calcutta, concentrating in good numbers in places like Sonagachi, Rambagan, Dhakuria, Terre- 
tha Baxar, Park Street, Munshigunge, Kalighat and Brij Road areas. Besides these concen¬ 
trated areas, there are many other unknown houses of ill-fame scattered throughout the city. 
Prostitution in villages is not so large as in the big cities. The prostitutes usually live in com¬ 
pact areas in towns, industrial zones, places of public assemblage such as haths, bazars, melas, 
and cinema houses. The brothels in Calcutta are cosmopolitan in nature, the girls being 
drawn from different parts of India. Many prostitutes get disillusioned and disgusted with 
their existence after a while, but it then becomes impossible for them to come out and start 
life afresh. The profession is sometimes rendered hereditary. 

TraflEie in Women and Minor Girls. 

Prostitution in Calcutta is carried on, on a commercial scale. Women drawn from 
distant parts of the country are lodged in what are freely pointed out as brothels and they 
could not have found their way there unguided. Most of the prostitutes operate only under 
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the protection of the Badivaiiis» pimps and procurers. These persons take the lion^s share in 
the earnings of the poor prostitutes. Sometimes the old prostitutes engage their minor dau¬ 
ghters for the purposes of carrying on the trade. To counter this, action is taken under the 
Bengal Suppression of Brothels and Immoral Traffic Act/1933 and the Indian Penal Code. 
Action is also taken against the running of brothels and disorderly houses in Calcutta under 
the same Act. 

The location of Houses of Vice*-Registration and otherwise. 

Prostitution is scattered almost throughout the city of Calcutta as has already been 
mentioned. Besides known brothel areas, it operates in hotels, boarding houses, massage 
clinics, clubs and in mansions. This Social malady is widespread and has no fixed area of 
operation. There is no system for registration or licence whatsoever, but the houses of ill- 
fame are declared from time to time as such and action is taken under the Bengal Suppression 
of Brothels and Immoral Traffic Act of 1933. 

The Number of Prostitutes. 

It is very difficult to give the exact number of brothels and prostitutes as no authentic 
report regarding the same is available. There are a couple of thousand of declared brothels 
and thousands of prostitutes, besides the undeclared and unknown houses where prostitution 
is carried on. 

Facilities for V.D. Control. 

The problem of Venereal Disease has received an almost universal recognition as an 
important public health problem throughout the civilised world. Among the factors contri¬ 
buting to the growth and spread of V.D., prostitution is by far the most pre-dominent. The 
total number of sufferers from V.D. being large, the attention of the reformers turned to the 
opening of V.D. Clinics and adequate treatment of the disease. It was contended that an evil 
which could not be rooted out must be controlled. Leading medical practitioners pleaded for 
adequate moral and financial support by the State and by the people towards combating V.D. 
in the country, with the result that in the Directorate of Medical Services of the West Bengal 
State, a Special Branch has been set up to deal with Moral and Social Hygiene. 

There are nearly a dozen clinics in different Government Hospitals, besides a dozen 
non-Government V.D. Clinics. 

There are nearly 30 to 40 V.D. Clinics for both men and women in the following 14 
districts :— 
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1. Howrah 
3. Hooghly 

6. Bribhum 

7. Murshidabad 
0. Midnapore 

!!• West Dinajpur 
13. Jalpaiguri 


2. 24-Parganas 
4. Burdwan 
6. Bankura 

8. Malda 
10. Nadia 
12. Darjeeling 
14. Cooch Behar 


There is a Serological Laboratory in the Calcutta Medical College Hospital (Blood 

Bank). 


Social Workers are attached to the V. D. 


Clinics and carry on the following duties :— 


(a) Educate the patients on the deceptive nature of the disease and on its dangerous 
elBfect on the unborn. 


(b) Impress on them that the reduction of V.D. would cause a sharp fall in the num¬ 
ber of the crippled and the disabled, thereby saving the loss of working hours and 
early pensions. In addition, it would greatly contribute towards bringing happi¬ 
ness at domestic, community and national levels. 

(c) Establish such friendly relations with patients that they are induced to continue in 
taking treatment till cured. 

(d) Explain to the married patients the necessity of having their conjugal partners 
medically examined. 

(e) Give instruction in sex hygiene when necessary. 


(f) Follow up defaulting cases. 

(g) Trace sources of contact. 

(h) Visit brothels areas and impress upon the inmates the necessity of medical exami¬ 
nation and treatment. 


The Social Workers also visit the bustee areas and with the help of magic lanterns, 
lecture on the need for treatment of V. D. During the year 1956-57, 3,038 follow-up visits 
were paid to the houses of patients. The Social Workers are given training in the All India 
Institute of Hygiene. 

Rmcm Sdiemo, if any. 

Minor girls are rescued from brothels under the existing Bengal Suppression of Bro¬ 
thels and Immoral Traffic Act/33. There are also rescue schemes in the New All India Act 
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known as **Thc Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Girls Act 104", But this Act 
has not been enforced in all the States of India as yet. On the findings of the Social and 
Rural Hygiene Advisory Committee, sponsored by the Central Social Welfare Board« it is 
envisaged to provide long range r<^scue schemes. 

Facilities for Reform and Rehabilitation. 

Reformation and rehabilitation of prostitutes is a huge problem. This is vitally 
connected with the Social Standards of life and it is receiving the attention of the higher 
authorities. 

In Calcutta there is a Government controlled "Rescue Home** and six private ‘Homes' 
to shelter rescued giris. In this connection it would not be out of place to mention that the 
All Bengal Women's Union since 1932 has been specialising in sheltering and rehabilitating 
some of these unfortunate women. The first efforts of this voluntary organization were di¬ 
rected to focussing the public attention to the need of an effective Act to combat this evil of 
traffic in Women and Children and to arouse the social consciousnees of the populace to the 
passing of the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act of 1933 and the Home for rescued 
women was opened after this Act was passed. 

The question of rehabilitation can hardly be dealt with unless there is full employment, 
economic development, social justice and a general raising of the standard of living of the 
people as a whole. By a general re-installation of the necessity of practising the basic princi¬ 
ples according to which the life of a community is patterned, it is expected that healthier 
social and moral order would be established. Religious and ethical values can only then be 
emphasized to create an uniformity in the diversified standards of our people. 

Finally, it may be stated that the abolition of brothels cannot be brought about im¬ 
mediately or even in the near future. It will take a long time to mitigate and finally abolish 
the evil. But a start should be made early. What is wanted is the moral support and the 
active co-operation of the public, for no State can introduce such reforms in the social sphere, 
if the people are apathetic or disposed to unhelpful criticisms only. 

In closing, I wish to thank the Inspector General of Police, the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner Detective Department, the Social Welfare Section of the Health Services of the 
West Bengal State, the State Social Welfare Advisory Board and Dr. Souren Ghose, for their 
valuable help in enabling me in compiling these notes. 
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Evolution of Motherhood and Monogamic Marriage 


BY 

Dr. S.B. Anklesaria, M.D. (Bombay), Ahmedabad. 


At this crucial phase in human history when the conquest of time and space is well 
near the Scientist’s realization ; when the so-called educated man has fast lost faith in old 
dogmas and conventions and yet is unable to substitute the vacum thus created by scientific 
thinking : when scientific knowledge and achievements have far out-stepped man’s ability 
to control and guide human behaviour to suit the changes in human society ; when parents 
have failed to guide their children and education has not done enough to fill in the void ; 
when in spite of two devastating wars and the possibility of human annihilation if one more 
came, man feels incapable of preventing the same ; at such a crucial phase anything that 
might be of use to guide human behaviour appears most useful. 

We in the East who have the good fortune to have given world teachers more than 
once ; we in this vast sub-continent who so recently witnessed the physically frail frame and 
yet psychically mighty form of Gandhiji ; Wherein ’Vatsayana’ wrote *'Kama Sutra” nearly 
two thousand years ago ; we in India should feel a special responsibility in this arduous 
task. 


The idea of this little theme is to show the evolutionary change that has resulted in 
human motherhood, the main differences between the two sexes, and how, for a human 
mother monogamic marriage is the true culmination of this evolutionary change. How 
monogamic marriage is an attempt on the part of two different individuals to agree to tolerate 
their differences and resulting difficulties in the interest of society. How the human mother 
as a central fountain head can be most suited to work as the source of truth and tolerance 
which can then emanate tq the rest of society to sanctify and rehabilitate the same. 

People in the west are alarmed at the rising divorce rates and desertions, falling birth 
rates, rising abortion rates and illegitimate birth rates, rise in prostitution, promiscuity and 
veneral diseases, 



Growth of cities, decline of religious influence, alcohol; dance halls, yellow journalism, 
obscene literature and art, and movies have come in for blame. 

One has to remember the tremendous social change that industrial revolution on the 
one hand and spread of democratic ideas on the other have brought about, a 
considerable contact between the two sexes who have begun to give up the reserve between 
them which existed before. To suit these changing circumstances and to prevent harm 
occurring to the individuals unaccommodated to these changes, the teachers and the preachers, 
the parents and guardians, the Doctors and Psychologists and many others .have to face the 
responsibility of understanding and imparting the necessary knowledge ; not to excite sexual 
passion but to control and guide it. In the primary schools and till the boy or girl grows to 
age every teacher will have to show a proper attitude in tackling the child. In High Schools 
and Colleges this must continue but special classes by experts could bring about a better 
understanding so that the youth is saved from so many disasters he may meet with. 

I would now like to stress the special significance of understanding the purpose of 
evolution. 

The evolution of man from lower animal is a process which needs to be well under¬ 
stood. From the Unicellular organisms to the multicellular multipurpose ones with special 
organs of reproduction, there is a gradually increasing responsibility of the female organism 
till the development of the mammals. 

The male had only to evolve out organs for the deposition of the sex cells and the male 
organs thus were evolved out much earlier in the scale of evolution. 

For the female organism it was a much more difficult problem, the evolution involving 
not only the establishment of structures for the formation of the female sex cells and the 
optimum condition for their fertilization by the male, but also for the embedment and the 
nourishment of the product resulting thereby, over a prolonged period of forty weeks end its 
subsequent expulsion within about a score of hours. By a series of completely co-operated 
stages of evolution, the foetal and maternal tissues have struck a balance in the human being 
which serves to supply the need of the foetus {future child) to its best advantage. The mater¬ 
nal tissues have necessarily had to sacrifice a good deal. 

The human female, alone, menstruates regularly ; the higher apes are the only excep¬ 
tion in animals. The haemochorial type of deeply penetrating phcenta is equally exceptional 
to women. 

The woman has to carry the complicated human womb and the ovary with so many 
glands of internal secretion governing and co-opeiating with it, she harbours the young one in 
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such a close contact with her blood stream for so long a period as nine months and has to 
face the ordeal of expelling the human child with its rounded head, and even the erect posture 
of man has made the supports of the pelvic organs so vulnerable* All this that man may 
assume the human form in fast pursuit of the Maker. But for the sacriGce of the female orga* 
nism in general and the human female in particular, all this would have been impossible* 
While science has traced this process of evolution, the question arises, is this a senseless, 
purposeless process going on in animal life or is there a design, a purpose behind it all and if 
so what is the purpose ? 

If we trace the process of evolution we find that gradually the animal has developed 
senses making him aware of his environment till at last the human being is not only able to sec 
and hear and taste and feel, but has become intensely conscious and desirous of searching for 
the cause behind all that he realises through his senses. That is the most outstanding quality 
of the human cerebral hemisphere. Even as a scientist, therefore, one cannot deny somegreat 
drive that is taking matter towards life and life towards higher and higher forms till through 
the human being with that keen desire to search for truth the drive is trying to reveal itself. 
Science cannot deny this deliberate purposeful drive and the true theologian never depicts God 
as an individual in the ordinary sense. With that the difference between the two vanishes. If 
Atma is to be construed as a particle of the Parmatma, how should science deny its existence. 
This I suggest is the law of Asha Vashista as put forth by my revered father in his writings on 
Zoroaotrian prayers, the law of deliberate and purposeful evolution. To achieve this purpose 
society needs to be sufficiently organised to subjugate all human efforts toward it. This purpose 
can be best achieved by improving the mental efficiency of human individuals and improving 
the behaviour of the individual so that it does not interfere with the work of those who may be 
engaged in the search for truth. Mental efficiency can be improved by giving every individual 
free education to the extent that his or her mental faculties demand and by putting all surplus 
resources of the State at the disposal of those engaged in the search for truth-research workers 
in all fields. 

It is in the sphere of human behaviour that a proper understanding and conduct of stx 
life would go a very long way in re-establishing human society on a lasting basis. Monogamic 
marriage should be construed as the culimination of the evolutionary process in sex relationship. 

A voluntary effort to control the sexual impulse and subjugate it to achieve the aforesaid 
purpose of life. It is a union between two differing individuals who knowing their differences 
and resulting difficulties agree to tolerate them and accommodate to them. From the time that 
the male germ cell was evolved the male represents active penetration, the female sex is a 
relatively passive and calm individual, with the development of the human mother every 
particle of the female organism is tuned to and subjected to the powerful maternal instinct to 
harbour an individual quite half of it being of her mate and that in so close a contact with her 
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blood for full nine months; for the male the sexual impulse is merely a gratification of the 
powerful sexual passion. Byron has well said '‘man’s love is of his life a thing apart, 'tis 
woman’s whole existence”. 

The male represents all agressive auction, reasoning and intelligence being utilized also 
agressively ; he is egocentric. He is polygamous by instinct, the sexual act does not affect 
him so much and hence promiscuity does not deprave him to the extent it would affect a 
woman. He has accepted monogamy to suit the higher ideal in his better half and often 
falters and fails in it. 

The female represents a sort of potential energy and thus a passive resistance ; 
nature has endowed her with the higher sense of intuition which makes her aware of danger to 
her purer nobler self in a few seconds while man’s reasoning and intelligence may take so much 
more. She is altero centric. As in motherhood, so in all life, she finds pleasure through 
giving and sacrifice, through other’s pleasure even if it meant some pain to her. The sexual 
act to her is an embodiment of motherhood which in the human form means delivering the 
whole physical body so completely, for so long a time to an individual half that of her mate, 
she gives so much she can only give herself to but one individual. Promiscuity deprives her 
of her whole personality and depraves her completely. If she is unable to achieve her goal 
of motherhood she best can succeed in sublimating her maternal instinct into love of others 
as much for her own progeny. 

The problem is that of elevating the masculine to the feminine and not that of 
lowering the feminine to the masculine, as some so-called sex reformers suggest, by giving so- 
called sex freedom to the female. Education to arrange for a proper choice of the partner 
with the idea that marriage shall be an ever lasting union by an all-out attempt to accomodate 
to each other is the crying need of the day and not so-called reforms to make divorces easy. 
All guidance to avoid sex difficulties and misunderstanding is essential in an all—out attempt 
to bring back tolerance in the very basic relation between man and woman. Education of 
would—be husbands and wives will go a great way in this ; no fears, no hiding of truths, a 
sincere effort to understand sex relationship as much as one learns to do anything else in life 
is quite essential. A better and happier home with the mother as a fountain-head of that spring 
of human tolerance from whose glorious heights the stream may follow to the street, to the 
town, to the country and to the world. Who can better be qualified for this than we in the 
East who have led mankind so often before towards the "Unknown Reality” as put by our 
revered Aurobindo Ghosh ? Let us not run in our frenzy towards the Western divorced 
and broken homes, let us sow the seeds of a happy home even a happy joint family recons¬ 
tructed from the traditions of so many thousand years, re-given through the gospel of non¬ 
violence, truth and tolerance of the greatest human being of our age. Let the law of purpose¬ 
ful evolution bfe'the guiding star for our edific of Sarvodaya, let us see to it that matter risesi 


56 



towards life, and all life rise higher and higher towards its Maker so anxiously awaiting to 
reveal Himself : let the darkness and slavery end, let us spread the light throughout the vast 
continent of India and through it to the World. 
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Sex Education 


BY 

Dr. Mrs. D.D. Chacko M.D.,D.T.M & H. (Lond.) Delhi. 

The Educational Sub committee of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in 
India is glad to report that since the Jaipur Conference, we have been able to compile and 
publish a Handbook for Students and a Teacher's Manual on Sex Education, selling at Rs. 1 
and As. 8 respectively. In Delhi University, with the aid of six experienced lecturers, not all 
doctors, several colleges have had extra-curricular courses on Social Hygiene through informal 
groups of about twenty-five students each, usually by evening talks weekly for six meetings. 
In this way most of the hostel residents have been reached. If a greater number of experienc¬ 
ed persons, ready and willing to talk on such matters; were available, this service could be 
extended. The questions the young people ask show that they are interested, and apprecia¬ 
tive of the efforts made to increase their knowledge and their ability to face life in all its per¬ 
sonal and social aspects. 

Two years ago in Delhi University and informal Counselling Service was also establish¬ 
ed, with a room in the Arts Faculty Building, where three afternoons a week advisers are 
available for those who want to talk over problems with them. This year two staff members 
in each college have also been appointed to whom students could feel free to go without a 
sense of imposition on adult time and sympathy. Leaflets have been issued, entitled ^‘You 
Are Not Alone”, informing students of their local counsellors, the Counselling Service in the 
University, and the World University Health Service Consequently more students have 
come for help to their own staff members, and some of these have been referred to the central 
service. 


Several two-hour afternoon seminars have been held for the staff counsellors, consisting 
jf a talk on the problems of adolescents, followed by a break for coffee and informal conver¬ 
sations, then by a general discussion period. Delhi has its difEculties in time and distance, 
so the attendance has not been as large as the excellence of the talks deserved, but those who 
have made the effort to come have felt they were well worthwhile. Counselling is not merely 
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on sex problems. Fears of the present and of the future, and a sense of inadequacy come up 
much more frequently for discussion than problems related to sexual urges and behaviour. 
Vocational guidance is fortunately available through the kind services of the Central Institute 
of Education. 

The factual material for sex education is now so well-documented that no parent or 
teacher who expects to deal with the question of instruction should feel at a loss for definite 
information. There are innumerable books available, charts, film strips and cinemas, so that 
anyone who wants to familiarize himself with the facts of reproduction can readily do so. 
That this information is not yet reaching many of our young people, either through their 
homes or their schools and colleges, is still a matter of concern for our Association. Incorpo¬ 
ration of the Reproductive System into the curriculum of Hygiene or Biology in our middle 
schools, extra-curricular lectures to college students and other groups, and instruction of 
parents and teachers should be encouraged. 

But the first point I wish to stress in this brief paper today is that sex education is 
not merely a presentation of the relevant facts. When the Education Sub committee first 
began to function, questionnaires were sent to all the universities of our country asking what 
was already being done along this line through their colleges, and what in their opinion should 
be done. Among the several replies there were two which stated flatly that information 
should be presented without any moral or other implications ; one went to the other extreme 
and said that the moral and social aspects should be presented without getting into the em¬ 
barrassments of anatomy and physiology. Most parents, teachers and social workers, would, 
I presume, opine that the physical facts must indeed be presented, truth being the best bul¬ 
wark against evil misinformation, but we would also agree that mere information without some 
discussion of the personal and social psychological adjustments involved would be unfair, not 
only to the student who is usually already full of bewilderment and uncertainty about how he 
should behave as an adult, but also to the community in which perforce he lives. 

Experience in America, where they have done a great deal of intensive sex education, 
has shown that mere facts are not enough. Obviously the facts of chemistry have not saved 
mankind from the fears that drive us to use the atom bomb ! No doubt the facts of repio- 
duction may have kept a few girls from the unfounded dread of an illegitimate pregnancy 
through being crushed up against a strange man in a subway train crowd, a few boys from 
fear of an insanity which would be precipitated by masturbation, but by and large, mere in¬ 
formation does not enable a young person to cope successfully with his or her urges, to meet 
situations in an adult manner, to adjust to the many reciprocities of marriage with the mini¬ 
mum of frustration and friction. As Judson T. Landis of the University of California says, 
**We are seeing more and more that sex facts are a very small part of essential sex education 
and that se;c must be considered in its relation to the total personality.’’ 
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Although now-a-days I find it diflScult to get time to read novelsi it seems to me that 
the modern ones which I have read are dealing with two main problems : What is the most 
worthwhile activity in life that is, what should we try to attain at all costs ? and secondly, 
what is the optimum relationship between men and women ? Both these questions have a 
direct bearing on the main theme of our present conference, namely^ the problem of 
prostitution. Most of the modern writers seem to come to the conclusion that in the last 
analysis, the golden apple belongs to Aphrodite, the Goddess of Love. At any rate, the 
general trend of magazine stories, cinemas, advertisements and all, is towards glorifying 
sexual attraction and sexual love, and towards implying that apart from this, the personality 
remains unfulfilled. Granted the importance of sex in life, nevertheless where is our society 
heading if the highest ideal we have is that of *'sexual success’', whatever that may really be ? 
The thing that distressed me most when I visited America after twenty-two years in India, 
was the feeling, apparently prevalent throughout all strata of society, that if a woman didn't 
get married, she had "missed the bus" and was obviously an inconsequential personality. 
Even in marriage, where satisfying sexual relationships are of course of great importance, 
there arc other factors in successful adjustment and getting along together. Many a couple, 
well-adjusted sexually, have gone on the rocks in other aspects of their relationships. Other 
couples by satisfactory adjustments in other ways have been able to remain happily married 
despite sexual incompatibility. "And so they married and lived happily ever after*' may be a 
satisfying termination to a fairy tale, but it is unrealistic in everyday life. A successful 
marriage, like an adequate personality, is built up by constant daily effort. 


The second problem is one that dates back to Adam & Eve. As one male whimsically 
put it, The women, God bless them ! We can’t live with them and we can’t live without 
them. With the * emancipation ' of women, their traditional subservience to men and their 
essential role of femininity is being seriously disturbed. This has bad a severe impact on 
both men and women and the family. The very excellent journal put out in America by the 
National Council on Family relations, entitled "Marriage and Family Living", has a fine 
article in its August lli57 issue on "The New Burdens of Masculinity**, presenting the acute 
dilemna of the modern male who is patiently bewildered about his role in relation to the 
modern female. The modern female herself is very uncertain about her proper role. The 
current idol is the woman who can manage a successful career and lose none of her feminine 
attraction nor ability to satisfy as a wife and mother. Personally I suspect that there are very 
few women who are successfully combining career and matrimony. We do need to give our 
young people more preparation through psychological insight into themselves and others for 
the complex relationships of modern life. We are not in a position to state categorically what 
is the optimum relationship between men and women, but wc can and should help our 
young people to face their problems intelligently and in the right spirit, 
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1 hear that in America they now have over 1100 men and women teaching courses on 
Marriage and the Family as part of accredited college work. They are probably five times that 
number dealing with the problems of family life on other levels. I am nc*t saying that marriages 
in America are happier than those in India in consequence. I am trying to say that we should 
pay more attention as an Association to building up a sound family life. In an article on "A 
Century of Declining Paternal Authority" by J. M. Mogey of the University of Oxford, in the 
August 1967 issue of "Marriage and Family Living" mentioned above, there is this significant 
paragraph on p. 234: "During the Russian revolution the Bolsheviks stated that marriage was a 
purely personal affair of no interest to other parties and declared the family an obsolete, bour¬ 
geois survival. By 1926, chaos over desertions and divorces forced the state to re-introduce the 
civil registration of marriages. A new temper prevailed by 1936, when the family was said to 
be a social unit whose permanence and harmony were essential to the survival of the country. 
Measures to strengthen the family unit, to protect the mother and children against arbitrary 
divorce, and to enforce alimony payments were passed in 1936 and again in 1946." If even the 
Russians, on the basis of hard experience, have come to the conclusion that the family is the 
stabilizing unit of society, how much more should we profit by their experiments and devote 
every effort to building up a wholesome family pattern. 

Finally, more men and women of experience, understanding, and desire to help others 
to grow in perception and ability are needed in this work of instruction and counselling. The 
preparation of our manuals on sex education, though in the hands of a committee, was eventu¬ 
ally done almost entirely by two women members. The 600 Teacher's Manuals are practically 
sold out. A man or two really should help wjth revising the second edition. In our present 
conference itself, it is a matter of rtgret that we have so few men delegates, for the Association 
needs their reactions and their point of view. It is incumbent on all of us to help young people 
to look at life and its relationships with clear eyes and sincere hearts. This is not the responsi¬ 
bility merely of the teacher of Social Hygiene, but of teachers of every subject, of every parent, 
of every older person, who by precept or un .fitting example indicates to the younger genera¬ 
tion what are acceptable or successful standards and behaviour. This is true sex education. 



Educational Aspects of Moral and Social Hygiene 
Programmes in India. 

BY 

Mr. M M. DESAI Tata Inst, of Social Sciences, Bombay 

Traditionally the programmes for Moral and Social Hygiene have been closely 
associated with Prostitution and venereal disease control. As such they reflect the changing 
attitude of the society towards these problems. 

The eaily attacks on prostitution and associated vices were directed mainly towards 
their regulation and control, thereby revealing society’s fear and .inxiety about its effects on 
one hand, and acceptance of its existence, as inevitable, on the other. There was very little 
awareness or understanding of the complex socio* economic, cultural and psychological forces 
that drive young women to this vice. 

Then come the shift towards the abolition of brothels and its very ‘modus operand!' 
namely the procurers, the pimps, the brothel keepers, the landlords, etc., who thrive on this 
human exploitation. This shift no doubt signifies a great advance upon the early approach 
and attitude. For, it reflects the growing social conscience against the evil that strikes at 
the very root of human integrity and well being and perpetuates the moral, social and spiritual 
degradation of the participants. The magic of its inevitableness could no longer allude 
the people. And yet, the programme developments were greatly coloured by the neive faith 
in the effectiveness of legislations in solving the problems associated with these vices. Subse¬ 
quent experiences have fortunately shown that mere legislative measures, no matter how 
comprehensive and effective they may be, are not enough. For they can go no farther than 
the social and psychological readiness of the people to accept them. 

Once the problem is looked upon not as a ‘necessary evil' but a sigh of our moral, 
social and psychological backwardness the programme for its removal will have to be compre¬ 
hensive enough to cover not only the legislative aspect, nor, the treatment and rehabilitation 
aspect, but also the educational aspect. Development of vigilance, care and after care service^ 



for detection, treatment and rehabilitation of women in ‘moral danger* as visualised under 
our Second Five Year Plan, form a very important and essential part of the total programme* 
Bur like legislation it covers only one aspect. In fact, greater emphasis needs to be placed 
upon development of those programmes and services directed towards the removal of those 
very conditions, material, moral and social, that perpetuate the existence of such women. 
This calls for a development of yet another and more important aspect of the programme, 
aiming at strengthening the individual, the family and the community through preventive 
family, women and child welfare services such as Maternity and Child Health, Family 
Planning, Child Guidance Clinics, Economic Aid etc., on one hand, and education for a 
healthy, happy and harmonious family and community on the other. Once the importance 
of hastening the process of transformation in the society's approach and attitude, towards 
not merely the problem of prostitution, but a larger problem of sex-marriage and community 
adjustments is recognised, more and more emphasis will have to be placed upon development 
of a comprehensive educational programme for moral and social hygiene. Such a programme 
by its very nature, should permiate through all our welfare and educational schemes. The 
tendency to tackle each problem separately as it comes into focus of public attention, so 
characteristic of our welfare developments has to be overcome, and a greater integration and 
co-ordination of efforts will have to be achieved. 

The need for integrating the educational programmes for moral and social hygiene 
with the Family Planning and other welfare services, such as child guidance clinic, maternity 
and child welfare centre, etc., is being recognised at least at the theoretical level, in the recently 
published report of the Advisory Committee on Social and moral Hygiene, appointed by 
the Central Social Welfare Board. However, the practical aspect of the ways and means of 
achieving this integration, not only with our existing Family, women and child welfare 
services, but also with our school, and higher educational programmes, has still to be 
considered, by all those directly or indirectly connected with these programmes. Even to 
gain a clear perspective of the educational aspect of the Moral and Social Hygiene pro¬ 
gramme, the goals or targets to be achieved, the methods and approach to be used but also 
about the very use of the terms. 

The phrase, ‘Education for Moral and Social Hygiene has been understood differently 
at different times. In the past it mainly signified the development of programmes imparting 
information with regard to the dangers of prositution and venereal diseases. The major 
purpose underlying the early education programme was to instil fear against these vices, 
or to impart information about them. However with growing understanding of the problem 
and of the factors contributing to its perpetuation, this earlier purpose began to be looked 
upon as too narrow and negative to cover the positive aspects of healthful living. Therefore 
a more inclusive and positive terms, such family life education or ‘character education* etc.. 
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ere being preferred. The programme as envisaged by these new termsi no longer begins 
and ends with imparting of information regarding the measures of prostitution and V. D. 
control, nor arc they circumscribed by mere giving of ‘moral lessons’, as the traditional 
connotation of the term 'moral education’, seem to imply. Such a programme has to be 
as broad as life itself. Its purpose is to prepare the growing child at every stage of his 
development, in home, at school and in the community, for a healthy happy and harmonious 
living within oneself and in relationship to others. The growth of his new attitude and 
approach towards the task of preparing the child for life could be better understood, it 
viewed against our present day background, The human race today has attained almost a 
peak of material success and yet the human life is no more a life of harmony, love and faith 
but one of prepetual conflict and bewilderment caused by constant contradictions between 
the ideals and the actuals in our day to day living. 

In our enthusiasm to rid ourselves of traditional religious dogmatism and biogotromy, 
we seem to overemphasise the role of secularism in our educational systems. And yet, the 
influence of religious teachings can never be completely ignored even in the most so called 
advanced society. No matter, what traditions influence our idea of the child’s training or 
what attitude we assume towards the beliefs and faith of our fore-fathers, our children can 
never escape altogether the influence of religion, nor can they remain completely untouched 
by it. We may ignore it, we may even laugh at it as superstition or ignorance, but still, 
it will have for gcod or ill, a tremendous moulding influence on the personality development 
of our children. We need not turn to religion as an escape but as something we can look 
at with our mind and heart, in terms of the combined experiences of the generations gone by. 
To accept the universe with earned knowledge awed respect is essential our emotional health 
and stability. The moral education, whether formal or informal, whether carried out in 
home, at school or in the community should imbibe the spirit rather than the form of right 
living. It has to be constantly geared to the individual child’s needs and level of develop¬ 
ment. For example, to a child of four or six, abstract concepts like truth, love, virtue, have 
DO meaning. He has to learn their meaning through the concrete experience of living. The 
role of our myths, legends, epic stories, etc. can hardly be ignored in this task of imbibing 
the spiritual and ethical values in the child. Like the language of dream, their language 
is symbolic and hence universal. A story of Rama, symbolising the great ethical principles 
of 'one wife,' 'one word', *one aim’ told in simple language suited to the child’s level of 
understanding, is likely to stir him to greater depth, than any amount of direct moralising 
through moral lessons, or display of moral ‘sayings’ on the walls, in class 

room or at home. For, the child’s mind can transcend the limitations 

of time and space. To him Rama and Sita are no longer mere mythical figures 

but the living embodiment of his inner experiences. Thus helping children to incorporate 

the essential values of our way of life, enabling them to achieve a synthesis between the old 
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and the new, between the ideals and the realities, should form an essential part of ouf 
education for moral and social hygiene. It is futile to merely blame the external conditions 
such as growth of large cities, commercialised entertainments, 'y^How literature,* 'obscene 
art' cheap movies etc. for all our problems around sex, marriage and family living. They 
no doubt influence the young mind, and part of our educational programme, have to be 
directed towards the remcwal of their unhealthy impact. However, greater emphasis need 
to be placed upon helping children gain experience in healthy social living, which necessarily 
includes information and guidance with respect to sex. The homes on which the society 
usually depends, to impart this guidance and information have generally lagged behind in 
making adjustments to changing conditions. Often the parents simply do not know how 
and when to impart education in this important and vital area. Many of them have been 
straightening out their own twisted attitudes, on the subject, developed through ignorance, 
false information of their own personal unhappy experiences. The parents as well as teachers 
have discovered that even when they knew the ‘facts’ and the right wards, in which to give 
them, they were quite unable to talk about them to their children. They could not speak 
about sex and reproduction, about standards and ideals of sex behaviour. For, the old 
fashioned taboos on which they had been raised, blocked their every honest effort to help. 
These failures on the part of parents and even teachers, demonstrate the fallacy of starting 
sex education at adolescence. As, by that time many of them are already conditioned to 
secrecy, evasion or reckless defiance of conventions. If we are to break this vicious circle, 
sex education must begin in fancy, and for that we need to catch the parents while they are 
still young and ready to learn. Sex education, involves more than instructions and sex 
guidence means more than teaching rules. What the young boys and girls, or even adults 
need is guidance and right orientation, rather than mere technical information. They need 
sympathetic help in understanding themselves, in developing self assurance and in interpreting 
the personal and social life that faces them. Both instructions and guidance should therefore 
form an Essential part of any programme for moral and social hygiene. The instructions 
usually aim at giving proper understanding of physical development, mental health, V.D., 
psychological phases of human relations, etc. while the guidance should seek to cultivate 
attitudes and patterns of conduct related to sex and thereby build up a sound basis for a 
healthy marriage, family and community living. Such a programme development may be 
guided by some of the following principles : 

1. Sex is a constant factor in individual behaviour and development and in human 
relationship. Hence sex education should be a continuous and lifelong process. 

2. The child's attitudes, towards his body and its functions or towards others 
normally begins to develop in the home. Since, every home, cannot meet this responsibility 
adequately and effectively, besides educating parents, it is also essential to develop a delibe- 



rately plaaned educational process in human relations, personal adjustments! and social well 
being, not only through information and instructions, but also through a variety of guided 
social experiences at home, in school and the community. Talks, lectures, audio-visual aids, 
as well as individual guidance and counselling form an essential part of the instruction and 
guidance. 

3. The meaning of sex, for a growing child, is constantly changing. Any intended 
education programme, must therefore fit the individual's changing needs and requirements. 
Such education which helps the individual attain maturity and accept responsibilities of man¬ 
hood and womanhood, must by its very nature, continue beyond formal school years and 
must include much more than the schools can give. 


4. Education for moral and social education should not be a speciality of a few but a 
responsibility of all. It is not only the business of the home or the priests, but also of the 
doctors, the health officers, social workers, and educators. It is entirely a community's 
business. The task of social and moral education, again, cannot be split up into the separate 
bits, each to be handled by itself, for it involves a joint responsibility. Such a programme, 
for its effective implentation, as envisages the existence of skilled workers. We arc increasingly 
recognising the value of having our boys and girls under the direction and guidance of mature 
and well-balanced persons, skill in the task of meeting their responsibilities towards them as 
teachers health visitors, marriage counsellors, recreation leaders etc. However, mere age, 
experience, or even training is no criteria for their inner stability and maturity. These have 
to be judged in terms of their own life adjustments. A development of criteria for selection 
of such personnel, and a programme of their training, is another area in this aspect, requiring 
considerable thinking and planning. Both inservicc training and training at professional level 
needs to be carefully developed. The effective use of seminars, workshops, study groups, 
refresher courses, etc. to enable parents, teachers, and others, working with children and 
adolescents, to develop better understanding and sounder attitudes can, hardly be ignored. 
At the same time our regular curriculum for the training of teachers, doctors, nurses, social 
workers, etc- needs lo be geared more and more to imparting proper instruction and guidance 
in this important area so as to enable them to share their responsibilities with others in the 
task of helping children to develop proper understanding and right attitutes. 


Not by censoring what we disapprove, or by crying aloud in moral indignation, but 
by jointly working towards a common goal of preparing our children for a healthy, happy and 
harmonious family and community living can we successfully, tackle, our problems around 
sex, marriage or even prostitution and V. D. 
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I have tried to place before you, through this paper, the educational aspect of Moral 
and Social Hygiene Programmes in India as I have understood and visualise it. They arc by 
no means the only aspects, nor are they indisputable. While placing them before you I hope 
that they will stimulate discussion and contribute to your deliberations in developing a con¬ 
crete, and comprehensive programme in this important area. 
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Problem of Venereal Diseases Control 

BY 

Dr. W. Mathur Delhi. 

Venereal Diseases area mong the most widely prevalent infections in India. It is how¬ 
ever not yet possible to give an estimate of their prevalence with any pretence of accuracy. A 
rough idea of the extent of any morbidity is generally made from the statistical returns from 
hospitals and dispensaries all over the country. The mode of submission of these statistics 
from the States, however leaves much to be desired and such information is neither complete 
nor up to date. Most of the calculation 5 made on the subject are therefore based on the 
observations of different workers, and on a few surveys made in various areas. Thus total 
attendance in V.D. clinics in East Bengal, as reported to anapalling figure of 22 millions, while 
the percentage of expectant mothers with positive Serological tests, attending urban centres of 
Calcutta came to 5.3%. In Bombay routine tests carried out in out patients department of a 
General Hospital showed 12% ca^es positive for syphilis, while the rural rate is estimated to be 
about 4% (Jungalwala). In Madras the rate of infection among the expectant mothers at the 
antenatal centres was found to vary from 6.3 to 7.2%. The average rate of hospital attendance 
in whole of Madras State was found to be 531 per lakh of ixjpulation, while in Madias city 
alone the infection was 2347 per lakh of population. 

In Delhi, hospital return for 1956 indicate an incidence of 1810 per lakh of population. 
The proportion of male to female cases was six to one which shows that there is a vast reservoir 
of infection, which remains untouched by present control measures, and keeps the infection 
alive. 


The routine tests carried out among expectant mothers at the Child Welfare Centres 
of New Delhi gave positive Serological tests in 6% of cases. There is no reason to think that 
conditions in other large cities would be any different from this. So far as Himalayan regions 
arc concerned, the survey carried out in Himachal pradesh by the special team of World Health 
Organisation team estimated the incidence of Venereal Diseases among the general population 
of the Ghund tract ranging between 15 to 50% (cutler), while observations made by experts 
in Kashmir State suggest a prevalence of no less than 50% in the hilly tracts and of 20.25% in 
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the valley- These are alarming figures, particulary in so far as these are an index of the entire 
hilly and sub Himalayan tracts from Kashmere to Assam having a population of 224 lakhs, 
subject to the same conditions of living, customs, habits, poverty and illiteracy. Even on a 
modest estimate the effected population at any one time would be more than 30 lakhs in these 
regions along. 

Among the industrial population also the surveys reveal disturbingly high incidence* 
In a colliery in Eastern India the V.D. incidence was found as high as 40% (Jungalwala). In 
the employees of the Bhakra Nangal Dam of Punjab, a rate of 5% was encountered. It is also 
apprehended, that the rapidly increasing tempo of industrialization during the 2nd Five Year 
Plan may bring in its trail a rise in these infections diseases also, as a large proportion of the 
labour come to towns to seek employment from the rural areas, leaving their families behind. 
This not only exposes the labour to these diseases, but the latter is also instrumental in spread¬ 
ing the infection in to the rural, as this labour consists mostly of a floating population. 

Juvenile syphilis is yet another form of disease which manifests itself among the child 
population of 2-10 years of age. This has been discovered mostly prevalent in a section of low 
illiterate and unskilled labour population, living in large urban areas in the worst slums in 
conditions of extreme dirt, squalor, and over crowding and shocking personal Hygiene (Rajam 
& Rangiah) or perhaps only living on city road pavements. The poor juvenile section of this 
population lives in a state of almost complete nudity, using common eating and drinking utensils 
and sleeping huddled together with others in common bedding. These children may acquire 
the infection through a sexual contact and perhaps also through perverted sex play with an 
older child or an adult. Rajam and Rangiah have reported as many as 385 children between 
the age of 7 months and 10 years found suffering from acquired syphilis due to contact infection. 

Bearing all the above in mind one is drawn to the conclusion as suggested by Dr. Rajam, 
that taking the case of syphilis alone, for which survey have mostly been conducted, there is a 
considerable reservoir of infection syphilis on the scale of about 2000 to 4000 per lakh of popu¬ 
lation in urban and semi urban areas alone, and that a prevalance rate of 4 to 5% for the whole 
of India may be a conervative estimate of the status of venereal diseases among the teeming 
population of our country, while gonorrhoea claims approximately i to half of the above, mean 
that no less than 18 million people of the total population are at any time victim of these foul 
infections. 

As regards the ravages of these infections on the victims, these are too well known to 
this august assembly to need any repetition. It would however bear mentioning that that an 
analysis of morbidity and mortality of infants born of syphilitic mothers showed that seven out 
of 10 children born to such untreated mother are either still born or diseased. The stigmata 
of congenital syphilis among those who survive are frequently so crippling as to make them 
expensive problems for the parents and unproductive burdens on Society throughout their 
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lives. It is also one of the chief causes of blindness among children and adults, and Rajam 
estimates that about 1/6 of the total blindness in children and adults in India can be directly 
attributed to neglected and untreated syphilis. \ study carried out in Govt, opthaluic Hospi* 
tal Madras showed that 17.8% out of a group 1534 patients were suffering from eye-manifesta¬ 
tions as the result of syphilitic infection, while it amounts for 12-16% of the total organise 
diseases of the heart and blood vessels. Gonorrhoea is also chiefly responsible for the blindness 
of the new born. 

Such are the problems which hold out a challenge to the thinking people. The prob¬ 
lem is vast and complicated and though it has its roots in the socio economic factors of the 
affected population, its control is essentially a public health problems affecting the health and 
welfare of no less than 18 million inhabitants of the country by diseases which are of the 
nature of infection diseases. We thus have to take into account and deal with the different 
factors. Such as:—(1) Reservoir of infection (2) Mode of transmission (3) Raising the resis- 
tence of the population at risk. 

The reservoir of infection in these diseases being the infected human being, it requires 
the greatest ingenuity to forestall and counteract the hundreds of subtle ways in which this 
elusive reservoir renders the control operations ineffective. On the other hand this human 
factor, can also afford the greatest chance of success, if approached in a scientific and tactful 
manner. As the prostitution is considered to be the hard core of infective reservoir it has 
attracted greatest attention from the Social as well as scientific workers. Its control has diverse 
aspects legal, social, educational, moral and public health. As these aspects are being taken 
up by other eminent experienced workers, 1 shall not go into them except to suggest methods 
for dealing with the public health aspect. It may however in this connection be pointed out 
that the V.D. control section of East Bengal while analysing the occupational status of infected 
persons round that out of 9645 infected women, who were questioned, only 1444 or 15.6% 

were designated as prostitutes. Their analysis shows the following percentage distribution of 
V.D. cases by occupation: 


Males Females 


Business men & professional 

19.2 

Housewives 

64.88 

Clerks, shopkeepers 

16,01 

Prostitutes 

15.6 

Students 

6.08 

Students 

1.49 

Labourers 

42.03 

Labourers 

6.48 

Domestic servants 

14.43 

Domestic servants 

6.95 

Total number of cases:— 

22.874 

Vagrants 

Dependents in misc., 
capacities 

1.66 

137 

95,45 


n 




The figures of t)r. S. Noronba of Bombay give the percentage of prostitutes as 21 out 
of the total infected women, while the married women were found to be 51%. Among other 
groups of Dr. Naronba's analysis following may be stated as revealing. 


Males Females 


Domestic, shop servants 

26.6% 

Married women 

81% 

Industrial workers 

20.6% 

Prostitutes 

21% 

Transport & Communication 


Servant girls 

12% 

employees 

14.4% 

Mistress 

7% 

T 

8.9% 

Shop and office girl 

8% 

Merchants and salesmen 

7.4% 




While the low percentage of prostitutes may be an under-estimate as usually a girl of 
that profession would not openly declare herself as such, yet it is a matter of grave concern to 
find highest percentage among the housewives and married women. This brings us face to 
face with the serious problem posed by the increasing incidence of the clandestine relationship 
which is referred to as “wife prostitution** by some workers and is prevalent among the lower 
economic levels of society in the urban areas, with or without the consent of the husband. 
These analyses also bring into relief the high incidence of disease among the domestic and 
hotel servants. The latter naturally points to the imperative necessity of insisting on a thorough 
medical examination before individual is taken in employment in the above service and subsc* 
quently or a periodical check up. Such a routine can only be enforced by the local bodies 
Health Departments and it is suggested that necessary byelaws be enforced under the Munici¬ 
pal Act for employees, and for regular medical examination and maintenance of records. 


As regards other general measures for the prevention and control of the disease, it is 
amply manifest by long experience that were treatment or the infected can scarcely deal with 
the problem. Although the advent of pennicillin and antibioties have brought revolution in the 
treatment of venereal diseases, the prevention and control of the infection among communities 
can only be effective on the application of public health principles of epidemiological investi¬ 
gation case finding, follow up, contact examination, and health education of the patient and 
contacts etc. These are the essential requisites of a successful anti V.D. campaign. The 
heavy load of work in the existing V.D. clinic and lack and proper staff for follow up and 
contact examination, renders them incapable of functioning as V.D. control centre and restricts 
their use only to the treatment of the sick. The transmission factor therefore remains un¬ 
checked and inspite of the use of modern thereby the patient never gets over the ailment due 
to constant reinfection from the untreated contacts. All the labour and expense incurred by 
the individual and the state therefore comes to naught. 


71 



Venereal Diseases are thus not a clinical problem but public health one, only capable 
of solution on the application of principles and techniques of preventive medicine, along with 
measures dealing with the social aspect of each case accompanied by intensive health educa¬ 
tion. This is fully borne out by the heavy incidence of infection among housewives, businees 
class and students etc. So far as the question of raising the herd immunity is concerned there 
is yet no known procedure for immunising a Community in the same sense as immunisation is 
possible in case of cholera, diptheria, smallpox etc. though of course an attack may be 
averted or aborted by taking proply-laxis soon after exposure. This aspect has therefore to be 
borne in mind in formulating plans for V.D. control. 

It is heartening to know that the Govt, of India have recently taken a realistic view of 
the problem and have included scheme for the control of V.D. as a part of the Health Schemes 
for the 2nd Five Year Plan. 

The plan is based on an integrated programme which combines both curative and 
preventive aspects. It envisages a V.D. control section in each state under a V.D. control 
officer with a V.D. clinic and a V D. laboratory at the state headquarter, a Statistician, and 
health educator, social worker, and provides necessary facilities for training the health 
personnel required for V.D. control. 

At the district level the scheme {provides a properly equipped and stopped V.D. clinic 
in Association with the district headquarter hospital. In this way it is proposed to establish 
8 headquarter clinics and 75 district clinics during the present plan period as a total cost of 
Rs. 88.81 lakhs out of which the share of the centre works out to 5S.07 lakhs. Antigen and 
P.A.M. will also be supplied by the Centre. Each district clinic will also have a Social worker 
and lab technician. This is good as far as it goes but it does not go far enogh, and it would 
be futile to expect to control an infection having its ramifications in all sections of society and 
in all corner of the country with 18 miliion victim.s through the agency of 83 state and district 
clinics in the course of four years of the remaining plan period. Here also it is not known as 
to what states have so far accepted the liability to implement the scheme and to what extent. 

In order to give the scheme truly National Character, it is necessary that proper 
clinics should be established not only at all di.strict headquarter but also at each tehsil and later 
on at the thana or taluka headquarters so that proper awareneas of the import of the disease by 
suitable health educators by brought home to the whole of rural population and suitable 
means for prophylaxis and cure be made available for them at their very doors. 

It is also urgently necessary to undertake surveys in selected areas for research cum 
action purposes to ascertain the extent of the problem and to carry out preventive measures on 
mass scale. The work of the World Health Organisation team in the Ghund area of Simla 
District amply shows that in a bypercndamic area of Venereal infections, it is possible to 
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tbaten^iy redtice tile infection even by a single doze therepy. This indicates the 

4ihe of action^ ^which may be profitably taken in other areas of similar nature and particularly 
in the outlying rural tracts. 

, In the large cities areas there must be a suitable provision for V.D. clinics, particularly 
in areas where there may be any concentration of the prostitutes. These clinics must function 
both as educative, prophylactic and curative centres and should be kept open during the 
night to afford facilities to the fresh victims in matters of proplylaxis. Though we arc 
abolitionist by profession, we must take a realistic view of the problem and hit hard on the 
foci of infection by opening such clinics. So far as big industrial concerns are concerned, 
provision of such a clinic should be made compulsory under the factory Act for a single or a 
group of factories comparising a specified minimum labour strength. These should be in 
Association with their curative dispensaries. The heavy incidence of syphilis among the 
expectant mothers also makes it necessary that a routine serological examination of blood 
should be done in every case registering at the Child Welfare Centre and facilities for such 
examination be made available at the nearest V.D. clinic. The syphilitic pregnant woman 
must be treated at the antenatal clinics and not pushed out to an overcrowded mixed V.D. 
clinic. With the advent of penicillin it should be possible to eliminate altogether compli¬ 
cation of prenatal syphilis, and this is a field calling for serious endeavour by the social 
workers. In fact immediate provision must be made in all the V.D. clinics now under 
operation to make them fully useful and cflFective. It is also of utmost importance that 
facilities for blood test for V.D. at these V. D. laboratories must be thrown open free of 
charge to all the medical practitioners so that there may be a full measure of co-operation 
from them, in the matter of notification to enable follow up by the centre staff. This 
should not be difficult if the doctors are assured of secrecy of the identity of their patients. 
The physician may also help in contact investigation on confidential enquiry from the 
patient. 


In this subject more than in any other the medical student must be given proper 
orientation in the techniques of investigation of the social factors involved in causation of 
disease and the need of examining contacts to break the chain of infection. In order to 
implement the above scheme of operation it will be necessary to revise and augment our 
targets in the plan. It is estimated that a V.D. clinic can adequately deal with a population 
of two lakhs, if given proper staff and equipment. Total No. of V.D. clinics on the above 
basis will come to about one thousand eight hundred. As this may not be feasible just now 
from financial point of view, we must strive to cover up at least 10% of the entire population, 
so as to serve worst affected districts and other hyperendemic areas. This would involve an 
augmentation in the present location of funds in the Plan to about 1.8 crores. The wide 
spread nature of Venereal Diseases, and the heavy loss of life and prolonged suffering, to 
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which the untreated population is subjected and the vast reservoir of infection, which must 
be brought under control arc very cogent and strong reasons for stepping up t e contr 
measures. 

It would be in the fitness of things for a band of devoted social workers, of broad 
experience and integrity just as in this august assembly to strive for the implementation o ^ c 
proposals with the Governments and to offer their ungrudging services as social workers in 
Association with the clinics under the scheme. They must further launch a country wide 
intensive campaign of health education to create an awareness among the masses of the serious¬ 
ness of the present situation, to enlist their moral and financial support for the control pro¬ 
grammes, in the interest of riding the country from the scourge of these foul infections. 
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Team Work to Fight Venereal Diseases 

BY 

^ti J. P. Gupta, New Delhi 

The increasing number of venereal disease patients in hospitals and dispensaries and 
the wider publicity of quacks for their medicines to cure these diseases go to show that the 
V.D. has increased immeasurably. Unfortunately in India we do not have any such system as 
compulsory periodical medical examination or the collection of statistics of venereal disease 
and so no definite idea of percentage of people suffering from this devastating disease can 
be given. 

Despite all progress made in other directions in this country, venereal disease has 
long remained neglected. Syphilis and Gonorrohea remain the country’s most serious 
health problems. One of the greatest problems of untreated syphilis and gonorrohea arises 
from the fact that a man may infect his wife who may then infect her child during pregnancy. 
Such a child in turn may, if it lives, grow up handicapped by blindness and other damaging 
late effects of the disease. The early treatment of mother will give assurance of the birth 
of a healthy baby. 

With the initiative taken by the World Health Organization, some steps, no doubt, 
have recently been taekn by the Government to combat this disease, but they fail too short 
of the need. A grave danger of a great increase in the prevalence of V.D. can be averted 
and the rate can be brought lower if a programme of Team Work on the lines of what is 
being done in the United States of America is followed vigorously, buch a programme 
can be divided under the following heads 

1, Legal and protective measures. 

2. Educational activities. 

S. Sex education and Education for Family Life. 

4. Medical and Public Health activities. 

5. Public information and community service. 

6. Social Hygiene Day. 
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1 . Legal and Protective Meaeuree :-India is much backward in this sphere as we 
have no law prescribing any blood test keep the population immune from contacting or 
developing venereal diseases. Though we have provision in certain municipal laws for the 
revocation of a licence of a boarding house, hostel and resturant for violation of the laws 
against prostitution, lawlessness or assignation, but there is no agency, except the police, 
with the Government to keep an eye on the hostels etc. and to bring to books their breach 
of the rules. It is no use having a law without proper arrangements for its enforcenient- 
What is suggested is that every municipality should have a welfare ofBcer, a socially trained 
person of high character to see that the social laws are adhered to. 

There should be confidential survey of prostitution and related activities and . the 
go-betweens should receive deterrent punishment. 

The Social Protection Division of the Federal Security Agency, the V.D. Control 
Officers of the Army, the Navy and the U. S. Public Health Service, the State 
and the Local Health and Law Authorities have done and are continuing ito 
do a magniheient job in repression of commercialised prostitution. They are aided by the 
Association for Social Hygiene, International Association of Chiefs of Police, Natirnal 
Sheriff's Association, American Bar Association etc. etc. In our country on the contrary, 
we have no such officers of the Government or of the public organizations. No doubt some 
commendable work has been done in this direction by the Association for Moral and Social 
Hygiene in India. 

We also need laws on the lines of the laws in Albans (U.S.A.) requiring all inhabitants 
of the country between 14 and 60 years of age to have an approved blood test for syphilis. 

There should also be laws requiring pre-marital examination for both sexes helping 
to protect marriages and babies from the tragedy of syphilis and gonorrohea. In America 
such laws exist since 1935 and now over 30 States have them. The general purpose of such 
a legislation is not to prevent, but to postpone marriage of infected persons while the diseiEfse 
is in a communicable stage. 

In order to protect babies there should be pre-natal serological test for syphislis a 
part of the examination of every expectant mother. Medical records in U.S.A. prove that 
if syphilis is discovered early in pregnancy and adequate treatment is given, a baby has 96 
percent chances to be born free from this infection. ^ 

Thus pre-marital and pre-natal examination laws are' necessary for (Stamping out 
syphilis. The family must be protected from it by every means at bur commands 

Equally important with the laws is the adequate provish>ni of wbolesopi?.. community 
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reci^eajtjlon specially for the young, proper control of places serving alcholic beverages* protec¬ 
tion of migrant and homeless girls, activities of schools, social agencies and the police etc. 

2. Educational Activities :-There is need of adequate health instructions, including 
information on syphilis and gonorohea as dangerous communicable diseases. Every teacher 
shouid be provided with a Manual for Social Hygiene (to be prepared by the Ministry) for 
advising their students on health problems and the communicable venereal diseases. The 
Manual should be somewhat on the lines of the Manual **Some Dangerous Communicable 
Diseases'' prepared and dis^ibuted by the Association of Social Hygiene in America- The 
Government of India Education and Health Ministeries should undertake this task. The 
book should be prepared by a Board consisting of not only physicians but also of psycholo¬ 
gists, sociologists and experienced teachers. Workers in the field of social hygiene may be 
invited to aid the educational officers in disseminating knowledge of the subjects. 

^3. Sex Education and Education for family life 

Sex education in the largest sense includes all educational measures which may 
help human beings of any age and specially in childhood and youth, prepare to meet the 
problems or situations of life that have their origin in human sex relation and the sex 
instinct. 

Children do acquire sex knowledge whether you give them or not. In the absence 
of any scientific and systematic effort to give this knowledge they get from unreliable and 
vulgar sources, with the res Jit that in a good many cases morals become corrupted, vulgar 
attitudes fixed, and health irreparably injured several years before puberty. 

Sex education in childhood and youth should aim at protection of physical and 
mental health and development of character a process of hygienic care, guidance, instruction 
and example, The home is the best educator in early period and therefore, parents should 
be helped by printed material lectures and conferences to prepare themselves for guiding 
^theit children in matters of health, attitudes and conduct which concern sex. A short course 
should be provided for training teachers and social workers. Emphasis should be on normal 
rather than on abnormal. Extensive knowledge of vice and sexual abarrancy is not helpful 
to any individual who has not a professional interest in medical or legal phases of social 
hygiene. 

4. Medical and Public Health Activities 

In every big town and city there should be a Medical Board with a social: worker 
attoebed to it, appointed by the Government to give to the physiesans and the public free 
consultation' and advice on matters of social hygiene. .... ; 



There should also be one or more medical centres in every city or town to give free 
treatment to V. D. patients both as indoor and outdoor cases. Such centres should be 
housed in airy buildings. The personnel of such a centre should consist of a medical officer* 
in>charge, nurses, a public health nurse and a social worker as a placement officer. The 
treatment should be based on rapidity and decisiveness. Such centres exist in U-S.A( 
admission to which are made through Bureau of V.D. of the Health Department. 

Every doctor of a public hospital should be given a special course in V. D. treatment 
programme both preventive and curative so that he may also help in eradicating the 
disease. 


Large industrial concerns should be required by law to have their own arrangements 
for prevention, treatment and care of the V. O. cases. 

Pharmacists co-operation should be invited in educational campaign against V.D. 
Since many people come to chemists with questions about syphilis and gonorrohea. 
their active co-operation in distributing educational material can be of good value in 
disseminating of medical approved information. 

6. Public Information and Community Services ;• 

Only informed people can act to prevent V.D, and support measures for the control 
of these dangerous infections. Popular education in methods of prevention of these disease 
is needed just as in methods for preventing Tuberculosis, Dyptheria and other serious 
diseases. Information on the dangers of V.D. and the available treatment etc. can reach 
people through posters, handbills, motion pictures, exhibit, window display, broadcast, press 
and the public meetings. 

6. Social Hygiene Day :• 

Once a Year, or twice, if possible, a social hygine day should be observed by holding 
mass meetings in every city and town all over the country to explain to the masses the methods 
for protecting the health and morals of the public from syphilis and gonorrohea and from 
the conditions which favour their spread. Responsible social hygiene leaders and field 
workers should be invited to make known vital facts to interpret Government policies and 
procedure, and urge united action. Co-operation of the Public Healdi Services, representa¬ 
tives from the army, voluntary associations and education should be sought 

Newspapers should be approached for publicity through news feature articles, 
editorials snd cartoons. Radio should also give publicity to such work as through radio we 
can reach the masses. 
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An exhibition ot the reading material on control and treatment o^ V.D. issued (totA 
time to time by education department, industrial concerns, health departments of local 
boards, labour groups, medical association and medical colleges etc. and the latest develop* 
ment in the treatment of V.D. should be organised. It is on such occasions that an appraisal 
of the effectiveness of the measures taken to cambat the problem can be made-to consider 
together how far we have come, where the attack may now be passed to the best advantage, 
what are the next objectives, and how the gains made can be held in full strength and 
extended further. 

To conclude we must be aware of the problem of V. D. on our doorsteps. The 
experience of the last world war and the present condition of other countries gained through 
observation should serve as sufficient warning. The old phrase *It can't happen here* has 
been repalced by *It is happening here' We should make a nation wide drive against the 
dangerous diseases syphilis and gonorrohea, against prostitution and promiscuity which 
help their spread and against the conditions which allow these and allied evils to flourish. 
We should fight V. D. with a determined will by a nation vide programme of legal and 
protective measures educational activities as also propaganda and publicity. The home the 
school the social service organizations and the Government must join hands in protection 
of our youths today. \Ve should present a united front to stamp out V.D. in order to safe* 
guard health and happiness of Indian homes and families now and to ensure these blessings 
for Indian youths in the future. The Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India 
should come forward with a programme in this direction as this is the only all India 
Organization competent to undertake this task. 


79 



Legal Aspects of the Implementation of the Sup-^ 
pression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Girls 
Act, 1956. 

Shri R. H. Dhebar. Government Advocate, Ministry of Law 

On the occasion of the last meeting of the Association held at Jaipur in January, 195B, 
two papers were read dealing with certain legal aspects of suppression of immoral traffic iiri 
women and girls. At that time this bill was pending before parliament and since then that 
bill with certain modifications ha? now become an act of the Central Parliament and it is 
called “The Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women , and Girls Act, 1956 (Act No- 164 
pf 1969)'*. The Act received the assent of the President of India on the 30th December^ 1966 
and was published in the Gazette of India dated the 31 st December, 1956. The Act is a 

a comprehensive one and extends to the whole of India. 

2. For the purposes of this paper, it is unnecessary to deal fully all the provisions 
of this Act. But, I propose to give briefly some of the important aspects of the Act. 

3 . Although the Act has been passed, it has not come into force as yet. Section 1(3) 
provides that the operative provisions of the Act shall come into force on such date as the 
Central Government may by notification in the Official Gazette appoint. Section 23 gives 
the State Government power by notification in the Official Gazette to make rules for carrying 
out the purposes of this Act, Section 3(4) provides that all rules made under this Act. 
shall, as soon as may be after they are made, be laid before the State Legislature. Section 24 
provides that nothing in the Act shall be construed to be in abrogation the Reformatory 
Schools Act, 1897, or any State Act enacted under modification of the said Act or otherwise 
relating to Juvenile offenders. Section V6 is a very important section and it provides that 
as from the date of the coming into force of the Act in any state, all Acts relating to suppres¬ 
sion of immoral traffic in women and girls or to the prevention of prostitution in force in that 
Sute immediately before the said date shall stand repealed. 



4 . The immediate problem that arises before this conference is whether the Central 
Government should be moved immediately to pass the necessary notification under Section 1(3) 
&t the Act so as to bring the Act into force in all the States of India. As the Act was passed 
in December, 1966 and more than a year has elapsed since its passing, nobody can deny 
that this Act, which is a very comprehensive one, should be brought in into force as soon as 
possible, but in view of the p rovisions of Section 25, by w hich , as alre.ady-*-staiedr‘*-wh^ t his 
Act comes into forc e, all other State Acts on ^iDfdlar subject shaU stand repealed and^^ 
it requires careful cons^^^^ whether the Central Government should be moved iminedia- 

telSn SrtEfcJ^^ into for^ or whether-jcgrtain further steps are necessary 

t^fore this Aa is brpujght into tore ' 

6 . The question whether the Central Government should be moved immediately 
to bring this Act into force was placed before the Legal Consultative Committee of Association 
at Delhi and the Committee was asked to enquire and give their opinion as to whether the 
Act should be brought into force immediately and if it is brought into force, could it work 
satisfactorily in the absence of any rules framed under Section 23 of the Act. 

6 . The Legal Committee had several meetings in Delhi and prima facie it appeared 
to the Committee that it would be dangerous in the extreme to have the Act brought into 
force without first ascertaining whether the respective State Governments and the Police 
authorities would be able to work it without there being the necessary rules under Section 23. 
It appeared to the Committee that many Sections of the Act, especially those in which 
mention had been made of ‘‘Protective Homes*' in which women and girls could be kept 
under various provisions of the Act, would be unworkable until such Protective Homes had 
been established and notified under the rules. The Committee also felt that as ultimately 
the Act is brought into force would have to be enforced by the Police, their views on the 
subject should also be taken, as if it was later discovered that the Act could not be worked 
without the relevant rules, there would be complete chaos as all existing State laws dealing 
with the similar subject stood abrogated under Section 25(1). In this connection, the Legal 
Committee was fortunate enough to have the assistance of the Superintendent of Police, Delhi, 
atid the Committee requested him to make enquiries and find out whether it would be feasible 
to enforce the provisions of the Act without there being any rules framed by the respective 
State Governments as provided in Section 23 of the Act. The Superintendent of Police, 
Delhi, confirmed the apprehension felt by the Legal Committee and stated that in his opinion 
ceitain provisions of the Act would not be workable without there first being corresponding 
t^ig^s made under Section 23 of the Act. 

7 . I now propose to give a short summary of the Sections of the Act, which would 
teuxisiroikable without the necessary rules. In previous conferences, it was pointed out that 
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in the absence of any Protectiv frogramirte made, it became obligatoiry for the Courts to 
either send an offender to jail or to fine her, however reluctant the Court may feel in a 
particular case. This lacuna has now been filled up and Section 2(g) has provided for 
•'Protective Home*' section 2(g) defines a protective home as under ; 

“Protective Home" means an institution, by whatever name called, in which 
women and girls may be kept pursuance of this Act includes :— 

(i) a shelter where female undertrials may be kept in pursuance of this Act; and 

(ii) a corrective institution in which women and girls rescued and detained under 
this Act may be imparted such training and instruction and subjected tc 
such disciplinary and moral influences as are likely to conduce to their 
reformation and the prevention of offences under this Act; 

8 . Now many Sections of the Act provide that where an offence has been committed 
by a girl or woman, instead of sending her to prison or imposing a fine on her, the person 
concerned may be sent to a Protective Home. For instance, Section 7 makes it an offence 
punishable with imprisonment to carry on prostitution in or in the vicinity of public places 
Similarly, Section 8 makes it an offence to seduce or solicit for the purporses of prostitution in 
any public places including a house or building and this offence is also punishable with impri-' 
sonment. Section 10(2) of the Act, however, provides that where a woman or girl is convicted 
of any offence under Section 7 or Section 8, the Court convicting the woman or girl ma y having 
regard to the age, character and antecedents of the woman or the girl and the circumstances in 
which the offence was committed, pass in lieu of, the sentence of imprisonment or fine, a 
sentence of detention in a Protective Home for a period not less than two years and not morrt 
than 6 years. 

9. Similarly, Section 17 provides that where a girl under the age of 21 is rescued 
from a brothel and she is produced before the appropriate Magistrate, he may order that 
she be detained in a Protective Home. Section 19 of the Act allows, for an application tq 
be made to a Magistrate by a woman or a girl who is carrying on prostitution, that she may 
be kept in a Protective Home and the Majistrate may, if he so thinks fit. keep her in a 
Protective Home for such period as may be specified. 

10. From a perusal of the above-mentioned Sections, it will be seen that in many m ore 
instead of sending a person to prison or imposition of a fine, the law provides that such 
person may be sent to Protective Home, and unless such Protective Homes are formed by 
the various State Governments and notified as per the rules, these beneficial provisions 
relating to custody in Protective Homes will be unworkable. In this connection, it may Ifp 
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hbticed that Section 21 of the Act gives the State Government power to establish as many 
Protective Homes as it thinks fit and Section 23(g) empowers the State Government to frame 
for Mer o/w the establishment, maintenace; management and superintendence of such Homes. 

In view of what has been said above, the Legal Committee was unanimously of the view 
that the Act should not be brought into force until all the various State Governments have 
established sufficient Protective Homes within the meaning of Section 21 of the Act and 
have also framed rules as to Protective Homes in accordance with the Provisions of Section 23(2) 

(g) of the Act. 

11. Similar is the position about the notification of a **Pub lic Pl ace ** as in this case 
also the State Governments have to notify it after providing in rules about the manner of 
such notification. As will be apparent from the scheme a very large part of the cities have 
to be kept out of the area inhabitated by prostitutes and unless this is done, instead of 
bringing a check on places, it would be quite contrary. 

12 . From what has already been stated above it will be apparently clear that the 
framing of the Rules under the Act form a very important part for carrying out the object 
of the legislation. As already indicated above, the Act provides the Rules to be framed by 
the State Government and have to be placed before the legislature for being passed by them. 
The Legal Committee feels that in the first instances even if the power is vest d in the State 
Governments to make the Rules under the Act it was not necessary for providing that the 
said Rules should necessarily go before the legislature for being approved. The Committee, 
therefore, feels that the best way to expedite the framing of the Rules in this behalf is that 
a recommendation should be made to the Central Government that the task ot framing of 
a model set of rules should immediately be taken in hand by the Central Government, and 
that the same should be got approved by the State Governments, so that continuity and the 
similarity with regard to the rules could be ensured in the State Rules. Of course according 
to the particular situation of a place or need of the State it may be that they might have to 
modify the rules. But once the indication is given of the draft rules as to what is sought to 
be included, there is no likelihood of wider divergance in the framing of the 
Rules by the different States. The Central Government should, therefore, be requested to 
take in hand the drafting of the model rules for the purposes of the Act. 

13. In conclusion I would, therefore recommend that the following steps should be \ 

taken :• 

(a) That the Central Government be approached forthwith to frame model rules as 
suggested earlier. 

(b) That all State Governments should forthwith take steps under Section 21 of the 
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Act to establish as many protective homes under the Act as may be neceamQr 
for satisfactorily implementing the Act. 

(c) On the model rules being furnished to the State Governments by the Central 
Government the State Governments should forthwith make the necessary 
adaptations and modifications to suit their own State. 

(d) After such adaptations and modifications the State Governments should refer 
the rules to the State Legislature under the provisions of Section 23 (4) of the 
Act. 

14. Finally, I would like to say that the Central Legislature has now provided an 
Act which is comprehensive and which) if intelligently and diligently applied by the State 
Authorities, will do much to eradicate some of the evils of prostitution and trafiicing in 
women and girls, and I have no doubt that the members of the Association all over the 
States in India will also take diligent and active steps to see that the Act is enforced and 
that it does not merely remain on the Statute Book as an ornament. 
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Problems of Prostitution and Legislative Aspects 

BY 

Prabhudas Balubhai Patwari M.L.C. Bombay 


Democracy cannot endure well unless it is based on sound social and cultural founda- 
tions. It therefore demands proper discipline from the individual in the larger interests of 
society. Individual freedom is to be subordinated to considerations of social stability and 
general well-being. The State and Society both have accepted that the evil of prostitution 
should be ex-terminated. And that it cannot be allowed to stay either under the guise of 
being a necessary evil or under the name of freedom of profession or under any other 
pretext. 

Prostitution is a grave pestilence that has spread very widely throughout the world. 
It is a shame and blasphemy for the modern age. It involves serious repercussions to the 
community by corroding its healthy happiness and human dignity. It is a gross inroad that 
militates against progress and social welfare. 

To rely on Constitutional defence for this profession is to be in “Poors Paradise**. 
Constitution clearly forbids traffic in human beings and exploitation of every type. 

The problem has global dimensions but India cannot rest content merely by copying 
measures adopted in other countries. It has to devise suitable ways and means for elimina¬ 
ting this vituperative disease. Special considerations in the light of experience of local 
conditions and peculiar circumstances are to receive due emphasis. 

Poverty, ignorance, illiteracy, old customs and social injustice play vital role in 
pushing a large number of women in this profession. But in India the problem of clandestine 
prostitution is shocking. It is of considerable magnitude. In a way it is more harmful to 
the individual and society as there is wide scale victimisation and exploitation of many 
innocent women and girls. Present law is not able to extend its arms to curb this hidden 
viper. In towns and cities access to private prostitution is not very difficult- Soliciting 
and procuring are openly resorted to. Hotels and Rendezvous are not few. 

This city has jio regular open brothels or prostitutes as such but it is facing a serious inenace 
of trafficUng of women and girls on a huge scale. One can secure at a shr rt notice women 



of different types at varying prices either for a marriage which is almost prostitution of longer 
duration or of a night. Brokers and agents with their retinue in the mofussil are well-organi* 
sed. Undeterred and unashamed they carry on their flourishing business on a large network. 
Illiterate and poor parents or guardians mostly from rural areas and backward classes are 
allured by lucrative marriage offers for their wards. Once a person is in the ring he 18 
rendered a helpless victim gaining nothing but ultimately losing everything. In the initial 
period the cirl is treated well. She is kept under the glamour and thrill of Pictures—powder 
—sarees—photos—car, trips etc. Under the guise of a future husband she is mixing with 
a stranger and is soon made to forget her notions of virtue. Persons change rapidly end 
she is soon disillusioned. If she marries, the agent does not permit her to settle down in 
life. Within a short interval he surreptitiously settles her second wedding and then third 
wedding and so on. There are also numerous cases where low caste girls are passed off ae 
of a higher caste to high caste persons at a heavy price. Later on these girls are taken away.. 
Most of the husbands have no courage to rush to courts out of the fear of threats and loss 
of prestige. Few husbands get ready to re-settle with such wives. Eventually a large number 
of women are constrained to toss in different beds getting hardly starvation wages. Th<^ 
lion^s share is pocketed by the thriving agents. 

I am remineded of once existing evil in some parts of this State of the mortgage of 
women with possession. Creditors used to secure agreements known as ''Chotla Khat** 
(^rlfSWT wi) 

'^Braid Agreement** duly stamped and executed from debtors. One of the terms of this 
agreement was for handing over of the custody of the debtor's wife or daughter for definite 
period to the creditor in lieu of interest of the loan. Poor end illiterate backward class people 
were labouring under a belief that the agreement was legally binding and in pursuance thereof 
they were actually parting with possession of women without any demur. It is good that due 
to efforts of social workers this evil is no longer seen. 

To wipe out deep rooted prostitution is not an easy job. Strenuous efforts from all 
directions including the State aid and cultivation of a strong public temper are to be under¬ 
taken with co-ordiration, boldness and sincerity. 

So far as the question of legislation is concerned the attitude of the Government is 
already committed towards abolition of Prostitution. Punitive and Preventive measures are' 
being undertaken by now. 

The recent legislation—The Suppression of Immoral TraflBc in women and girls Act 
1956 (Central Act No. CIV of 1956} is one of the most important landmarks in this direction 
It is ail Act to provide in pursuance o f the Inter national Conve nti on signed at N ew York 
^on the 9th day of May 1950 for the suppr^ion of immoral tra^c in women and girl^ ^ ^' 



Similar Acts were in ^orce in almost fifteen States in our country but due to various 
territorial troubles and mild provisions of the Act there was more definance of the law than it 
enforcement. This Act is a great improvement on the existing State laws which are to be 
repealed soon. Many of the defects and loopholes of the old laws are rectified. As the new 
Act is for the first time an All-India Legislation of this type it is hoped that it will function 
well and harmoniously throughout the length and breadth of our land. 

Section 4 of the new Act provides punishment upto two years sentence and a fine of 
Rs. 1000 for the offence of living on the earnings of prostitution. Touts or persons in company' 
or with control or influence over the prostitutes are also covered up within this category. 

Section 5 covers punishment of a period of not less than one year and also fine upto 
Rs. 1000 for the offence of procuring, inducing or taking away a woman or a girl for the sake 
of prostitution. The offence does take place irrespective of the age or consent of the woman 
or girl. 

Stringent provisions are made for preventing detention of a woman or a girl in premises^ 
where prostitution is carried on and for preventing prostitution in or in the vicinity of public 
places. Similarly soliciting or seducing are also made punishable. 

The Act provides for establishment of protective homes for taking care of women and 
girls convicted for offences under Section 7 and 8 after giving due regard to the age, character, 
antecedents and the circumstances. Henceforth no Rescue home or Ashram would be allowed 
to function except under and in accordance with the conditions of a licence issued by the State 
Government. This provision will have a deterrent check on many Mushroom Ashrams which 
are almost semi-Brothels. 

Another good feature of the Act is the provision of strong machi nery for the enforce¬ 
ment of the Act by creating cadre of special police officials. The Government is authorised to 
appoint a non-official advisory committee of social workers and possibly women workers to 
advice this special official on questions of general importance. 

Section 17 provides for immediate custody of girls found from search or rescued and 
for keeping them in protective homes through magistracy. Here a panel of social workers is 
also provided, for assisting the Magistrate. Facilities are also available to women already in 
proMitution to come out and get shelter in Protective Homes. 

In order to achieve our goal quickly the Act ought to have contained more piercing 
spearheads of wider Ambit. As for example the ban on individual prostitution and prohibition 
foK individuals from hiring the (>erson of a prostitute for price are important aspects to be dealt 
with for putting an end to commercialised vice of every type. 



This law also demands suitable modification in the rules of evidence and criminal 
{Procedure, (n given circumstances some presumptions should be drawn. The onus of proof fijr 
innocence should be shifted on the accused. The methods of vigilance and the question of 
Boguscustomer deserve radical change. It is extremely difficult to get independent witnesses 
at various places as one has to face numerous ordeals both within and outside the court. 

The machinery for enforcement must also be devised on Welfare considerations. The 
personnel of the staff must be equipped with special training and qualifications to cope with 
this missionary work effectively. Efforts must be made by the Centra] Government to create 
and provide for a cadre of high standard of women Magistrates for this work. 

The law should have also provided for the ultimate solution of the problem t.e., adequate 
arrangements for rehabilitating these women. As the State Government is given very wide 
powers to frame the rules under this Act, it must cover up all possible aspects for expeditious 
and effective implementation of the Act. It should also devise powerful machinery to achieve 
the target soon. Let us hope that the Central Government will be always ready to amend the 
law from time to time to meet the requirements of social progress. 

Adequate amendments in other Acts should be immediately incorporated in order to 
check the spread of this evil. The Child Marriage Restraint Act must be made more stringent 
to prevent child marriages which are still going on in hundreds. Obviously child marriages 
bring in its train many attendant consequences like young widows, destitutes, desertions, 
tortures etc. In addition to drastic penal provisions of punishment for the breach, this law 
should refuse to recognise the child marriage as valid. 

The children’s Act should be an All-India legislation. The standard of Probation 
Officers and Remand homes should be maintained entirely from social welfare consideration. 

The Divorce Lav also deserves some modification. There should be straight decree 
of (fissolution of marriage on grounds of long period desertions. 

But let us not to be complacent by merely relying on the strength of legislation. Laws 
have many limitations and often in such measures fraud precedes law. Howsoever useful a 
role the legislation plays in moulding the society the real need is to develop strong public 
opinion and a fundamental change in outlook towards this problem. We have not been able 
to secure adequate change in our general attitude towards womanhood and backward elgases 
though they form a very larg. majority of population. Many people still take woman as a 
chattel—'Man considers his right to possess, to beat, to sell, to take away by force and to drive 
away a woman at his choice to be unquestionable. 

The Grip of the caste system on social questions is so strong as to throttle very seriously 
individual freedom and social progress it should be immediately reduced. Nation wide 



paign for t^emale Education deserves no inconsiderable part of our attention. The astounding 
number of female suicide, abolition of Purdah system and recognition of high Status and 
dignity for widows with due encouragement for widow-remarriage are some of the other im¬ 
portant problems worth consideration. 

The responsibilities of social workers and Institutions are increasingly heavy. Vigorous 
and stimulating efforts with boldness and sincerity are to be reinforced for eliminating this 
stinking wretchedness haunting our society. It is rather unfortunate that some good social 
organisations are getting crippled due to its stewardship being captured by some educated anti¬ 
social elements. Men and women who discard their innocent spouses and who live with 
another whether through marriage or otherwise either after giving divorce or not certainly 
deserve no status or position on social platform irrespective of their capacity or intelligence. 
Their example is naturally cited as a precept by many mischief mongers. It is really depre¬ 
cating that such people are sometimes successful in manoeuvering support from some of our 
prominet workers. It need not be emphasized that corruption and impurities in workers are 
more dangerous in social work than anywhere elese. It is high time that in the crusade for a 
'*holy cause" our social services should be equipped with integrity, sincere deducation and sclf- 
introspection. 

These vast vital issues require deep search and thorough investigation from various 
angles including legal, scientific, psychological, physiolgical and sexual viewpoints. The indi¬ 
vidual institutions and the Government muse with co-ordination gear up all driving forces for 
extirpating this age-long evil at the earliest in order to save the society from further deteriora* 
tioD and discredit. 
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A Review of the Position of Prostitution Problem in 
Madras State 

BY 

Mrs. V.T. Lakshmi, Madras 


Much has been said and continues to be said that social workers in the field of Vigilance 
Welfare have done little to eradicate the immoral traffic in women and children in the Madras 
State. But, few care to understand and appreciate the extreme delicacy of the very nature of 
the work or the numerous handicaps under which it has to be planned and conducted or the 
lack of public recognition and co-operation inspite of which it has to keep up its crawling 
progress. The persistence of the evil of the commercialised vice in one new form or the other 
under several covers is admittedly an indication of the steady deterioration in moral values 
held by our society. While strangely enough, unhampered by any difficulties, the traffickers in 
vice are able to continue to direct vigorously their ingenuity and constantly alter their tactics' 
to their inglorious end, not lacking any patronage from their numerous votaries ! Neither the 
moral nor hygienic consequences of an irresponsible and profligate life or exploitation of the 
innocent and gullible seem to have thwarted their endeavours or horrified their feelings. Un¬ 
fortunately, of late, symptoms of tendencies to divorce morality from all avenues of life have 
also been detected against which wc have been timely warned by our eminent leaders. Wc 
hear of industrial progress, economic prosperity, social reformation and political integrity and 
expansion being planned and attended to, without any reference to moral uplift or regenera¬ 
tion. We forget that no nation can ever hope to progress materially unless it safeguards the 
sanctity of human relations and the chastity of women and even men ! Nor have the vicissi¬ 
tudes of times Ivdvc enabled us to realise that morality is but the bulwark of social, economic 
and political reconstruction programme of any independent country. The present unparalleled 
confusion and unrest everywhere and all over the world is only due to the predominance of 
matter over spirit, flesh over soul and lust over love; and the prostitution, either individual or 
commercialised, is just a natural product of this baneful tendency. But, thanks to the Vigi¬ 
lance Welfare Workers' persevering efforts for over three decades in the Madras State, the 
moral aspect of the social freedom has long been driven home to the minds of the public and 
their co-operation to the eradication of the commercialised vice has been in a way registered. 
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And the State Government, a pioneer in the field, have passed the legislation to suppress the 
evil and operate it through their Police Department. With an object of attending to the more 
essential aspect of the rescue and reclamation work, they have provided both Government 
managed and Government aided Shelters and Rescue Homes and Vigilance Homes in the City 
and State, for the reception, care, training and rehabilitation of the rescued victims of the 
houses of ill-fame and of the exploited gullible women of below thirty years of age, convicted 
for street prostitution through street solicitation respectively; the administration and inspection 
of these Care Institutions are vested in the Department of Vigil ance Service, annexed to the 
Department of Certified Schools. Further, the pre-discharge investigations and after-care of 
the dischargees of these Homes are entrusted to the State Probation Department by the State 
Government. It will not be out of place, therefore, to mention herein that the Madras Gv'vcrn- 
ment have well nigh in advance envisaged the present programme of the Central Social Welfare 
Board in this direction. 

It is almost impossible to present a complete picture of the present condition of prosti¬ 
tution in the Madras State, in contrast to that existed in the days gone by, in the absence of 
accurate statistics. But, it will suffice to state that the Madras State has always been one which 
zealously adhered to the principle of abolition. There was no time in the known and recent 
history of the State when the system of regulation was accepted by our Government as a policy. 
There was no planning of registration of houses of ill-repute; nor was there any systein of cert i¬ 
fication of ‘‘prostitutes" or a “Red Lamp Area" for their entire segregation. Bui, in the years 
ago, in the absence of total public opinion and effective legislation, there were many **brothels", 
scattered over in the society at large, in the City and all over our State. Thanks, however, to 
the slow but steady awakened public consciousness to the pernicious effects of the immoral 
traffic injwomen and girls, through the tireless propaganda and programmes of the Vigilance 
Associations in the State and due to vigilant measures adopted by the Police to effect the closure 
of these ‘brothels', centres of the nefarious activities of the anti-social elements in this line, this 
immoral traffic in the old organised form, conducted defiantly, is brought under cont rol. The 
conditions existing years ago on the eve of the passing of the Madras Suppression of f rnmoral 
Traffic Act, favouring the steady growth and prevalence of organised hou,ses of ill-fame, where 
in were kept in captivity many an innocent girl for the heinous trade in human flesh were both 
sordid and painful. The society was honeycombed with the defiantly run brothels. Every 
brothel had two to ten girls of all ages, castes and creeds and served as dangerous and bcakon- 
ing sign-posts to gullible and wayward girls of respectable families; breeding centres for 
contageous and corroding diseases, baits for draining young monied men's pockets and lastly 
as demoniacal instruments in sapping the vitality of the citizens of our State, especially the 
youngsters. But, with the ardent endeavours of the social workers, coupled with the stringent 
measures of the Police in the State, this closely knit organisation has almost been dismantled in 
OW State. The few brothels which lurk here ^nd there and which are closed down through 
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random and planned raids by the State Police, as and when they are suspected and detected 
• re those which are slyly plying their operations under crafty covers. With the institution of 
separate Vigilance Police Sections and units of Women Police to aid them, which proposals 
are receiving the Government’s consideration, it will soon be possible to aim at the closure of 
even these surreptitious dens of vice. But, during the period of the great World War II and 
ever since, the evil has reappeared under several ingeneous covers, least anticipated by the 
social workers, legislators or Police. In the clever disguises of boarding and lodging houses, 
nursing homes, entertainment clubs and massage institutes, houses of ill-fame are continuing 
to flourish without fear of detection or suppression. It is these camouflaged brothels that arc 
creating a problem which is defying a feasible solution. There are again places which are 
owned or occupied by the anti-social elements, who merely draw in, either directly or with 
the connivance of pimps or procedures, from time to time, different young women, who are 
under their charge, but who live in different houses or as sub tenants in the same, tenanted or 
owned by the traffickers, in the disguise of commission agents, native doctors, business men, 
film men and so on, when demands for women for the purpose of prostitution come from men- 
visitors to these places through middlemen, the agents of traffickers. Such places arc beyond 
the pale of legislation, although they are for all practical purposes brothels in disguise. It is 
also common for many men-visitors to these places to take out their erstwhile 'night compa¬ 
nions' by cars, rickshaws, taxis, etc., so as to evade the law and conceal their own identification. 
So, "moving brothels" are fast increasing in appreciable number in our City and a few import¬ 
ant district towns in the mufassal. But, these new forms or types of houses of ill-fame do 
not come and cannot be brought within the scope or operation of any prevailing legislation. 
It does however warrant exploring the tighter and newer methods of combating the evil with 
an unequivocal spirit of drive. 

It must be noted that more than the commercialised vice or immoral traffic in women 
and girls in its changed and disguised forms, it is the individual prostitution that is largely pre¬ 
valent in our City and State. It is carried on non-commercial basis, either for one's own liveli¬ 
hood or, more often than not, as a supplementary means to aid one’s legitimate earnings. It is^more 
prevalent among thf amateurs than among the professionals, although the latter is not completely 
non-existent. This evil is vastly spreading and causing great alarm to the public, besides 
affecting the moral of family life. A word about the young women involved in this new type 
of individual prostitution. The professionals among them belong to all castes and creeds and 
their group is sometimes augmented by certain ex-devadasis, who cannot remain and carry on 
their ancient profession at least in our State in the presence of the Anti-Devadasi Act. The 
non-professionals in this group comprise separated wives, deserted wives, run-away wives, un¬ 
married women or mothers, widows with or without any moral slur and so on and so forth. 
Once riiey get into this pit, it is very difficult for them to get out of it and re-start thoir self* 
respectign lives due to psychological and sociological reasons. Besides, this group, is viotlier 
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category of women and girls given to modern type of prostitution on individual basis. Tl^ 

are called “amateur prostitutes.” They are of modern type, not always or solely depending 
upon the income ill-gotten through prostitution. When needs or fancies and adventurous 
spirit for bohemian life arise, they resort to it more to satisfy their curiosity for the novelty of 
experience: They arc out more for companionship, cooing and coddling than for physical 
enjoyment. The returns they get in the form of cash or kind as a payment for their service or 
present are only to provide them with adequate pin money for leading a fashionable modern 
life, often far beyond their status in life. As already stated, it is these amateurs who are proving 
to be a menace to the morale and health of families and society. To combat or circumvent 
it is well-nigh impossible. This group consits of mainly misguided students, and employed 
young women. Western life, imported into our society and which pcr'.ists even today, certain 
debaucherous cinema pictures, obscene literature, lack of proper upbringing or supervision at 
home and hostels or boarding houses and undesirable associates and their friendship besides 
several psychological, sociological and economic causes arc responsible for keeping this section 
intact as a concern. Either directly or through their associates of questionable nature, they get 
their erstwhile Romeos only for the sake of getting some fun and experiences of love and com¬ 
panionship without involving any serious responsibility. They do not however mind if they 
get some money or presents in the bargain. There is again another delicate and embarrassing 
form of present day prostitution which finds a place in this category: It is "wife prostitution." 
It is pursued by certain lower middle class and even upper middle class men, who have no 
scruples to observe or follow, in order to get posts, positions, promotions and such similar 
fiivours. According to Dr. R- V. Rajam, one of the accredited world specialists in Venereology, 
this type of new prostitution is fairly widespread and even threatens to be on the steady increase 
in our State. It is better to leave it at that rather than expatiate on it. 

Another deplorable form of present-day prostitution is kidnapping and abduction of 
young women for prostitution. This feeder vice to the individual or commercialised prostitu¬ 
tion is fast gaining ground, but under relevant sections of the Indian Penal Code and the 
Madras Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act, the State Police arc ever busy in keeping these 
evils or crimes under absolute control. 

Prostitution through street solicitation is yet another form of the vice that is proving to 
be great nuisance to the public in our State. The train of street walkers with their accomplices 
—pimps and procurers—is often charged by the Police under the relevant sections of the Madras 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act. But, this stream is always replenished with fresh entrants, 
drawn from young women of all castes and classes of society owing to social, sociological and 
economic causes. So, it is this socio-moral problem that is looming large in our City and Sute 
at present. The evU takes its course in various crafty and undetected forms and ways that it is 



found impossible to eradicate it under the circumstances beyond the province of legislation: 
Only if street prostitution proves an 'obstruction* and causes 'annoyance*, it could be penalised 
under the existing legislation. So, care is taken by the experienced parties in the line to carry 
on, avoiding both the conditions primarily essential for prosecution. 

Thus, in the Madras State, it is not the commercialised prostitution or immoral trafSd 
that is proving an alarming menace, but only the varied modern types of individual prostitution, 
enumerated above. In as much as individual prostitution is not a crime and hence these diversi^* 
fied types prevalent in our society, cannot be tackled by the existing legislation, these socio- 
moral factors are nevertheless sapping the vitality of people involved and infests them with 
corroding diseases. If left untackled and uncontrolled, even if their total abolition or eradica¬ 
tion are impossible and impractical, they will ultimately lead their votaries to resort to the 
commercialised prostitution. Miss Meliscent Shepherd, who for a long time was connected 
with the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India, used to remark truly enough: 
Individual immorality, the outcome of multifarious social and religious causes, encourages 
individual prostitution, which cannot be styled as a crime to be punished and hence decisively 
promotes the commercialised prostitution.** Therefore, those of us who are anxious to extri- 
cate our society and States from the clutches of the demoniacal commercialised vice, should 
devote equal time and energy to the liquidation of its parent evil of individual prostitution in 
any form. Only then we will be striking at the root of the problem instead of beating about 
the bush. Let us. however, remember that there can be no legislation at any time to tackle the 
hydra-headed problem of individual prostitution. It is possible only by individual awakening, 
created by more and more enlightened public opinion, which in its turn can be built up by 
incessant and intensive propaganda alone: Not only that: We should also carefully study and 
survey and take into stock the causes of the new types of prostitution that are prevalent in our 
society: and we should work zealously for their removal, dt is a national rebuilding work in 
which women and men should be keenly interested and contribute their laudable share. 

First and foremost, we should do our best to revive faith in God. which is fast 
away, and help to re-cultivate self-realisation in every man and woman for the imminent need 
not to swerve from the path of morality. In this sphere, our religious reformers have a great 
part to play. Secondly, the members and well-wishers of the Associations for Moral and 
Hygine and Vigilance Associations will have to carry on their sacred task of replacing the double 
standard by the single standard of morality in the consciousness of our society, while carefully 
pfeyenting the present and even future generations from their rush to harmful and distorted 
notions of false independence, nay licentiousness to lead reckless lives. Thirdly, as from 
experience, it is found thkt the delayed marriages of grown up girls, on account of exhorbitant 
txMtiiness of Carriages anrf payments of dowries and their search for sex satisfaetion {egd tibm 



Astray and finally to swell the supply factor for the evil of individual or commercialised proAii-' 
tution. It is for the social workers and reformers to devise ways and means to solve thef 
problem of “lonely Jives" of girls by making marriages less expensive and more agreeable as 
well as effecting the abolition of dowry in any form. Fourthly, there is a large group of young 
employed men having to remain unmarried in towns because of their paltry salaries or wages 
and consequently to their taking to “temporary or random wives", who give them their 
required physical satisfaction without involving them in responsibilities of the sanctioned 
married life. There are also cases of married men having to lead “gross widowers* life** 
in towns, where they are employed. Their problems arc too delicate and intricate but 
these men need to be impressed with the importance and value of leading abstemious life 
not only on moral but also on hygienic grounds. They should be helped to shed the age-lcng- 
but-erroneous belief that finding outlets for their sexual urges is necessary for the preservation 
of their health. It is in this sphere that medical men with social welfare at heart can render 
great service. Fifthly, steps should be taken to effect greater and more effective control over 
the publication of yellow literature and exhibition of objectionable pictures at cinema theatres, 
for thev spoil the equilibrium of growing minds and tempt the youth to hurl themselves head¬ 
long into the pits of vices recklessly. Sixthly, thanks to modern civilization and scientific 
inventions, which are however not unmixed blessings, the only effective and preventive weapons 
of olden days against the individual prostitution, namely fear of the contageous diseases and the 
fright of illegitimate pregnancies being detected in women-partners in the nefarious pacts of 
sexual indulgence with men have been offset, fortunately or unfortunately, by the introduction 
of new pencillin treatment and the extensive use of contraceptives. As a consequence of this, 
there is the present increase of illicit and indiscriminate sexual intercourses between irresponsi* 
blc men and women, resulting in the individual but promiscuous prostitution; If it is allowed 
to persit, it will lead to the commercialised prostitution re-appearing in newer camouflaged 
forms. It is for the Vigilance workers and moral and social hygiene thinkers to take up the 
challenge to face directly and teach the irresponsible men and women the real purpose for 
which these modern sceintific inventions and devices are meant and that they are not to be 
misused for their nefarious immoral purposes. 

To conclude, there is something wrong with the conditions of the present times all over 
the world. The atmosphere is saturated with temptations and easy facilities for young men 
and women to go wrong. The true value of purity and chastity is almost lost sight of or under* 
mined. Individual responsibility is dwindling down. The unity of family life is discredited. 
The parents’ responsibility in bringing up their children is sadly neglected. The sanctified 
conception of marriage as an institution is slighted. The education at schools and colleges is 
completely devoid of true religion and sex knowledge and it is proving in no way a helpful 
factor in the formation of the individual’s character or in his or her preparation to enter family 
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laiSi or bear its responsibilities and duties. Individual discrimination or discretionary powers 
to make right choices in life or powers of self-resistance against evil temptations are gettmg 
weakened in many cases. As a result of this, youngsters falling into evil company and preye 
Upon by unsatisfactory influences of neighbours as well as by precipitous temptations are 
inevitable feature of the day. Thus, it is the individual irresponsibility and lack of sense o 
duties to family and society that lead to the perpetuation of the ancient evil in its modern form. 
The magnitude of the problem of new and present types of individual and camouflaged com¬ 
mercialised prostitution in the Madras State but not unfamiliar to other States in India or in 
Ae world, producing patent disastrous results should not be left untackled lest it may wear out 
the body polity of any society, nay, of any nation itself. Most of the causes leading to the evil 
are remediable by the combined efforts of economists, psychologists, psychiatrists, religious 
reformers, political thinkers and social workers, in collaboration with the public opinion and 
eo*operation to shun the evil of prostitution of any type and to alter its present attitude of 
penalising women and letting men go scot-free, although both are responsible for perpetuating 
it- *'Agricultural expansion, industrial development, economic improvement, social advance¬ 
ment, political solidarity and spiritual enlightenment can be achieved in any country in general 
and in our infant independent country India, in particular, only if they are built carefully on 
the rocks of moral purity of individuals, lamily, society and Nation I*' Let everyone of us 
remember this and work for the reconstruction of the personality of individuals and thereby of 
the societies and Nations. 

N.B: Opinions expressed herein are entirely my personal ones.) 



E PO R 


All Bengal Women’s Union Home 

From February ’56 to August ^67 

A review of the activities cf the All Bengal Women’s Union Home during the 
period in question includes features worth mentioning. The Silver Jubilee recently celebrated 
gave new life to this institution. We pause to look back on events of the last 25 years with 
all the successes and failures and from past experience we hope to build a brighter future 
more beneficial to the women, girls and children under our care. 

The Main Building underwent thorough repairs. We arc thankful to the Government 
for a special grant for the purpose. Two rooms have been added to the Industrial Cooking 
Department. 

The financial aid from the Central Social Welfare Board has enabled us to expand our 
activities. 

MANAGEMENT 

The Board of Management was duly re>constituted and met regularly on the second 
Wednesdays of the month. The Industrial Sub-Committee sent in valuable suggestions to 
the Board and helped to increase the efficiency of the workers. 

STAFF 

An experienced Superintendent is incharge of the institution. We have a well- 
qualified Headmistress and trained and experienced teachers for the Primary School and the 
Industrial Departments. Most of whom are residential. A Lady Doctor visits the Home 
daily. The other members of the staff are keen and sincere workers. The financial help 
from the Central Social Welfare Board has enabled us to strengthen the staff. 

EDUCATION 

Primary Classes are held at different times of the day to enable the girls of the 
Industrial Sections to attend. Some attend the Debendra Vidyapith (High School). One of 
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our own girls who appeared for the School Pinal Examination from the United Missionary 
High School was successful and joined the I. A. Classes at the Surrendra Nath Baneiji 
College Another girl passed her Intermediate Arts Examination and is studying for her 
B. A. at the same College. 

The Industrial Training and work centres include Pottery, Cloth Printing and 
Bakery in addition to Weaving, Needlework and Tailoring, Cooking and Canteen Management. 
More girls from the Training Section have joined the work centres after completing their 
various courses which are— 

(a) Weaving— .. 2 years 

(b) Needlework & 

Tailoring— ... 3 „■ 

(c) Cooking— ... 1 „ 

The Canteen at Messrs Standard Pharmaceautical Works is run independently by 6 
girls. A Canteen has been newly started at the Planning OfiBce, Park Street. The Mistanna 
Bhander accepts large orders for picnics and entertainments. A Gas connection in th^ 
Cooking Department Kitchen has been possible from a donation by the American Women's 
Club supplemented by the Central Social Welfare Board grant. 

Extra curricular activities are encouraged and whenever possible trips to various' 
places are encouraged. Some girls had the opportunity of visiting Shantiniketan. Others 
were taken to Puri; Mrs. Sundaram made this trip an enjoyable one by accompany ing the 
girls and looking to their needs and comfort. The usual festivals throughout the year are 
observed. Lectures, Educational Films are attended by the girls. Mrs. Sudha Mazumdar 
has made it possible for some girls to have the pleasure of being of service to other unfortunate 
women. Some of our girls entertain the women prisoners by sin gin g Kirtans to th ym 
regularly. 

The Prize-Distribution was held in January. Mr. Jackson gave away the prizes and 
Sri T. Roy presided. 

The Annual Sports were held in February’ 57 at Raj-Bhavan. Sm. Padmaja Naidu 
very kindly gave a few words of advice to the girls, Mrs. Morley opened the Sale of work. 

VISITS & INSPECTION 

Sri R. Banerji, Asstt. Inspector of Social Welfare, West Bengal, visited the institution 
on 22nd June, 1967 and Sri R. Laher of the Iiwlostries’Department of the Govt, of West 
Bengal, visited it prior to that date. The former expressed his full sa tisfacti on of the 
being imparted to the inmates while the latter did not send his inspection remarks. 
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HEALTH & DISCIPLINE 


Regular and systematized work keep the inmates lit & healthy on the whole. Cases 
of suspected T.B. or other serious diseases are taken to the Hospital. Our grateful thanks 
are due to the authorities of Sanatoriums for prompt action in providing beds and sending 
back our girls free from the ailments. For maintaining order and cleanliness of the Place, 
different houses are put in charge of different groups of girls. A Cup presented by Mrs. 
Sinha is awarded to the Best House. A Home where numbers are constantly changing and 
frequent new admissions have to be made, the maintaining of discipline is an arduous task. 
We are glad to report that the help and sympathy from the membersi well-wishers and the co¬ 
operation of the staff and some girls have made it possible, 

REHABILITATION 

Marriages ... 2 
Adoptions ... 2 
Gone back to 
Family ... 3 

In the Samaj Kalyan Projects ••• 3 
Working outside 3 

. A girl with four children was admitted. All the four children were admitted into 
the Children’s Welfare Home and the mother has been sent for Dai-Training. 

Our grateful thanks are due to the donors a list of whom together with the amount 
of their generous donations shown against the name of each is appended herewith. 
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All Bengal Women’s Union Home 

CASH DONATIONS RECEIVED IN 1966 


The Secretary, Indian Football Association 

... 

Rs. 

76.0.0 

Mohini Mohan Bose Trust 

... 

99 

180-0.0 

The President, American Women's Club 

• • • 

99 

1,200-0.0 

Mrs. S. Curlender (Clothes) 

• • • 

»* 

18.0-0 

Calcutta Rangers Club 

... 

99 

1,000-0-0 

Mrs. C. Das Gupta 

... 

99 

lO-O-O 

Mrs. P. R. Das 

... 

t> 

20-0-0 

Mrs. S. C. Das 

... 

99 

10-0-0 

Mrs. Sati Sinha 

.. 

99 

6.0.0 

Sm. Chitra Pal Chaudhury 

... 

99 

100-0.0 

Mrs. Sundaram 

... 

99 

6-0-0 

Miss. P. N. Shomc 

... 

19 

2.0-0 

Mrs. P. N. Haksar 

... 

99 

10.0-0 

Shri S. K. Mehta 

... 

99 

20-0-0 

Sri Amarcndra Nath Mitra 

... 

99 

26-04) 

Sri S. C. Guha 

... 

9 * 

60-0-0 

Mrs. R. Perieval 

... 

99 

31-0-0 

Sri Arabinda Roy 

... 

99 

16-0-0 

Managing Trustee Kumar Promothanath Roy Trust of 

Public Charitable 


99 

6004).0 

(Clothes given to children & Women) 

« • ■ 

99 

226-0-0 

Sm. Bhroti Bose. 

• • ■ 

99 

6-0-0 

Clothes given to children & Women 

• • • 

99 

226-0-0 

Commissioner of Police (Poor Box Fund) 

• • • 

99 

1.000-04) 

Grant from Governor’s Discrettenar Fund 

• •• 

99 

260-0-0 

Mrs, Sinha for Prize 

• • • 

•9 

104)4) 

(Calcutta Rangers Qub 


99 

1,000-00 


100 




MfB. Sioha for Usha Bbattacharya 
Mrs. J. Chaliha for Saraswati Puja 
American Women's Qub 
Mrs. Das for Kironi's conveyance 
Sri J. P. Chaliha. (for feast) 

Mrs. D. R. Das 
Mrs. P. M. Gokhale 
Calcutta Rangers Club 
Mrs. D. R. Das 
Mrs. Padmini Sen Gupta 
Mrs. Padmini Sen Gupta 
Sri B. K. Kamani 

Dr. B. C. Roy, Chief Minister, Govt, of West Bengal 
Calcutta Rangers Club 
Mine. R. Schaerer. 

Sri P. C. Sen, Minister, Relief and Rehabilitation for puja 

clothes 

Official Trustee of W. Bengal (for puja clothes) 


»» 

»» 

ft 

f» 

»» 

•t 

ff 


•I 


ff 


ff 
f f 




ff 


7-8-0 

20 - 0-0 

76U-0-0 

40-(M> 

100 - 0-0 

60-0-0 

72-0-0 

1000-9-0 

100 - 0-0 

260-0-0 

160 - 0-0 

251-0-0 

600-0-0 

2,000-0-0 

100 - 0-0 


300-0-0 

110 - 0-0 






All Bengal Women’s 

Union Home 

GIFTS RECEIVED IN 1966-67 

The Administrator General of Vilest Bengal 

... 50 Blankets 

Bengal Potteries Ltd. 

... 1200 pc8. saucers 

[ Received through 

M/s R. Sen & Co, 

20 Bags Dry Milk 

Received through 

M/s R. Sen & Co. 

... 100 Butter Oil 

Dr. H. C. Mukerjee, 

Governor of West Bengal 

... 4 Cases of Ghee 

United Council of 

Relief & Welfare 

... 100 yards material 

Mrs. P. K. Mukheiji 

... Tops 

Mrs. M. Das Gupta 

... One Wooly 

The Director of Public Instruction 

... Milk (Powder 7 

Mrs. C Das Gupto 

Drums 

Butter Oil-24 cases 
... Babies’ clothes 

The Indian Aluminium 

Co. Ltd. Rolling Mills 

... 333 lbs of aluminium 

Steel Maker 

circles for utensils 
... 100 Cases Butter Oil 

M/s Calcutta Chemical Co. Ltd. 

Medicines 

S> Gore Esq. C/o Patterson Engineering Co. Ltd. 

... Loan of a Station 

Sri R. Bose, Jt. Secretary 

Wagon for Outing to 
Rahara 

Relief and Rehabilitation 

Loan of Transport 

m 

for outing to Rahara 



Sm. ^nuka Roy, Minister for Relief & Rehabilitation, 
Government of West Bengal 


Sri P. K. Miter, Director, 

Basanti Cotton Mills 
Mrs. Choudhury, Bhatnagar 

Mrs. Rajeswari Dutta 

Lady Mitter 

Tata Oil Mill Co. Ltd. 

Mrs. C. Das Gupta 

Standard Pharmaceutical 

Deputy Administrator General of West Bengal 

Vitamin Tablets. Red Cross 
Miss Lai 

Phillips Electrical Co. Ltd. 

Basanti Cotton Mills Ltd. 


Rs. 200/- Towards 
Puja Clothes for 
Refugee Inmates 

35 Pairs of Sarees 
Clothes for the 
babies 

Old clothes for 
inmates 

Toys and clothes 
One Gross, 501 
Special Soap 
Puja clothes dona¬ 
tion 

Medicines 
50 Blankets 
12 New Saries 
2000 tablets 
1 Tanpora 

Gift of Infraphil 
light 

Concession rate for 
Sarees supplied. 
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AGRA 

BY 

Dr. Roshan Singh Sodhi, Hony. Secretary, A.M.S.H., Agra Branch. 

( How the Branch was Established ) 

At Agra the problem of prostitution is very acute. The brothels are situated on the 
main bazars and in close proximity to the educational institutions and places of worship. The 
prostitutes exhibit themselves openly and play their immoral trade in such a manner that the 
evil practice cannot even escape from the eyes foreign visitors coming to see the city of Taj. 
Moreover their existence on the main bazars have deteriorated influence on the growing 
generation of the town. 

Taking into view all these weighty considerations adversely effecting the moral of the 
town, some respectable citizens of Agra sat together and after due and mature consideration 
decided to And, and actually founded an association known as Agra Citizens Rights Protection 
Society with Dr. Roshan Singh Sodhi as its president and Sbri A. Rehaman as its Hony. Secre¬ 
tary. This Society in course of its work came into contact with Matta Ji Rameshwari Nehru 
and Shirimati Humayun Kabir the then President and Hony. General Secretary of Association 
for Moral Social Hygiene in India. The negotiations for the formation of the branch at Agra 
were finalised at Chandigarh when seven delegates from Agra attended the 4th All India 
Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene held at Chandigarh, Punjab. 

The Agra Branch was inagurated on 15th Mach, 1955 by Shirimati Hamayun Kabir, the 
then Hony. General Secretary and Organiser of Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in 
India, in presence of a distinguished gathering at Agra. The inaugural meeting was sponsored 
by Mr. J. M. N. Raina, I.A.S., the then District Magistrate Agra and was presided over by 
Mrs. Vimla Raina, who was also elected its first president. She was succeeded in the office by 
Mrs. M. G. Kaul and latter on Mrs. Kaul was succeeded by Mrs. C. B, L. Dube. Now 
Mrs. Shiveram Singh, the wife of the present District Magistrate Agra has very kindly consen¬ 
ted to be the president of the Branch Association. 

Mrs. J. S. Lai, wife of the Commissioner Agra Division has graciously accepted to be 
the Patrons of the Branch. 
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Activities 


I. LEGAL 


(a) Municipal Bye«Lawt 

Taking into consideration the growing evil of prostitution and the spread of brothels in 
the town, the Agra Municipal board passed municipal bye-laws No. 3044/XXXl 11-20 (31) 47- 
48 in the year 1947-48. These bye-laws prohibit the residence of prostitutes, playing of their 
immoral trade in the areas at present occupied by the brothels. The bye-law no doubt was 
passed in the year 1947, but hardly any action was taken to put it in operation. So for all 
intents and purposes the said bye-law was lying in the cold storage. We approached the U.P> 
Government and the Agra Municipal Board and eventually orders were passed for the imple¬ 
mentation on the bye-laws. The task of the execution of these bye-laws was entrusted to the 
health department and they have worked with remarkable enthusiasm and zeal. As a result 
of which about 900 cases were prosecuted and the rate of convictions is about 80 per cent. As 
a result of this legal action the number of prostitutes in the known areas has been reduced to 
some extent and it is hoped that if the present rate of prosecutions is kept up the number of 
prostitutes will be considerably reduced. 

(b) U.P. ChUdreo Act, 1951 

The question of enforcing the above act was also taken up by the branch. A deputa¬ 
tion waited upon Shri K. M. Munshi, the then Governor of U. P. and latter on a deputation 
waited upon Acharya Jugal Kishore, Minister of Social Welfare U. P. During our submissions 
besides the enforcement of the above act, many other measures were suggested by us. The 
government of U. P. has now decided to enforce the said Act at Agra and Vanarasi. The 
necessary machinary to pave way for the proper enforcement and implementation of the act 
has been established at Agra. Necessary funds have been sanctioned for the same. The act 
will help us to rescue minor girls living in brothels or found in moral danger. The enforce¬ 
ment of this act will cut at the root of the problem by cutting the fresh supply. 

(c) U. P. Suppression of luimoml Traffic Act 

Inspite of our repeated requests the U. P. Government has not enforced all the sections 
and provisions of this act at Agra. Sections 10 and 11 of this act were enforced at Agra in the 


106 



year 193?, but no action was taken to implement tbe same. On our representation sotAe 
brothels were raided by the police and about 30 minor girls were recovered. But they had to 
be left off as there was no provision of a rescue home or district shelter at Agra. There is a 
very urgent need of a rescue home or at least a district shelter at Agra. We hope something 
will be done by the U. P. Government in this direction. 

(d) U. P. Naik Girk Protection Act 

Most of the prostitutes at Agra come from a community known as Berias. On our 
representation the above act has now been made] applicable to Beria Community. By the 
application of this act to this community the District Magistrate has been authorised to order 
the rescue of the girls belonging to this community found in the danger of exploitation for the 
purpose of prostitution. 


IL HEALTH 

The branch submitted a scheme for the opening of one specialised V. D. Clinic at 
Agra Municipal Board. Shri M. A. Quraishi, LC.S. the then Administrator Agra Municipal 
Board accepted the scheme and sanctioned necessary funds for the same. But since the transfer 
of Mr. Quraishi nothing further has been heard about the scheme. We hope the present 
Administrator Agra will look to this and implement the scheme already accepted. 

III. FAMILY COUNSELLING 

The branch drew out a scheme for starting a family counselling centre at Agra. A 
start has been made on a modest scale. The aim of this centre is to assume a regular function 
the mission of reconcilling husband and wife and avoiding litigation between them. It also 
seeks to mend marriages and retard drift towards the court. Emphasising preventive rather 
than curative treatment, its primary aim is to persuade the litigants to ease conditions that 
have caused tensions between the members of a family. Very few people have made use of the 
services provided by us, so far, but we hope, slowly this centre will become popular. 

It is our hope that the family part, wherein an attempt at reconciliation and a 'cooling 
of period’ are standard procedures should increase the percentage of reconciliations and such a 
reducton in the family disputes should protect the home and establish a sounder base for 
mental health. 


IV. PUBUCITY & PROPAGANDA 


(a) Dramas 

The branch staged a drama *Sex and Society'. This drama wes inaugurated by Shri 
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Harish Cbander Sexena LA.S. the then District Magistrate Agra. The aims and objects of the 
association were depicted in the show. The function was attended by more than one thousand 
persons. 

(b) Leetam 

The branch arranged tor the lecture of Prof. M. A. Hakim, Head of the Deptt. of the 
Psychology and Philosophy St. Johns College, Agra, Shri Pooran Chand, Advocate, Hony. 
Secy. District Crime Prevention Committee Agra, Shri S. S. Misra, Distt. Probation OflScer, 
Mr. Wajid Hussain, the then Social Welfare Officer, Agra, Mr. Banarsi Lai, Reformation 
Officer, Agra and the other prominent persons. They spoke on various social welfare problems 
connected with moral and Social Hygiene. 

(c) Agra District Social Welfare Conference 

A Conference was convened by the Government in the month of March 1957. Our 
association was represented by a delegation of 12 persons. A scheme for the establishment of 
^ rescue home was put forward and was endorsed by the conference. 

V. MISCELLANEOUS 


(a) Crime Prevention 

The branch has been actively co-operating with the Distt. Crime Prevention Committee, 
Agra. Dr. Roshan Singh Sodhi was appointed as Hony. Parole Magistrate (the designation of 
which has now been changed to Hindi as Hony. Apradh Nirodhik) and is working in this 
capacity since March 1955. Mr. T. H. Qadari, Advocate, of our branch has been appointed as 
an non-official Jail Visitor. Besides this Mr. Qadari and Dr. Sodhi are also Moral Preachers of 
the Jail at Agra. 

(b) Epidonaic Control 

1. With the co-operation of the Asst. Social Welfare Officer, Agra mass 1 .A.B. Vacci¬ 
nation was given to about two thousand persons in the congested areas of the town where the 
epidemic was wide spread. The vaccine was donated by Shri J. V. Nathani. 

2. During the Virus Influenza, the services of a few doctors and Social workers were 
placed at the disposal of the District authorities. The work was much appreciated by the then 
City Magistrate, Agra. 

(c) Social Welfare Coordination Committee 

Dr. Roshan Singh Sodhi, on behalf of this branch has been taken on the Social Welfare 
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Coordination Committee established by the government, and has baen actively cooperating ill 
all the works undertaken by this committee. 

(b) U.N.O. Informnlion 

The branch has got itself registered as an Non-government organisation with the 
U.N.O. information centre and World Health Organisation. The literature received from 
these bodies is placed at the disposal of members and others who visit the office. 

(a) Conclusion 

In the end we may mention that with the establishment of the branch of Association 
for Moral and Social Hygiene at Agra. A new type of social work came into existence and 
after putting in some labour we did attain some success in checking prostitution afid Immoral 
Traffic. But the nature of work is such that various handicaps and unexpected difficulties 
appear and crop up from time to time which hamper our progress. 

We, however, now hope that with the enactment of Central Suppression of Iramoml 
Traffic Act. and the active help and cooperation of the Central Social Welfare Board, our work 
will become somewhat easier. 

In the end we also record our deep sense of gratitude to the State Government Com¬ 
missioner Agra Division, Municipal & PcJice authorities and other PuUic spirited organisations 
and individuals for the active help, support and cooperation received from them from time 
to time. 
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BOMBAY 


BY 

Dr. Camilla Da Costa, Hony. Genl. Secy., A.M.S.H., Bombay Branch. 

This State Branch of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India which was 
founded on the 1st of Nov. 1955 with a provisional Committee, held i^s first meeting of t*ie 
elected Management Committee on 8th June 1956. The Constitution was passed at a General 
Body Meeting held earlier on the same day. 

It has the following membership: 4 Life Members 

57 Ordinary Members 
21 Affiliated Societies 

Meetings: During the year the Executive Committee met 8 times, the Management 
Committee 4 times and the General Body twice. 

Resignations: In January 1957 Mrs John Matthai who had been President of the State 
Branch since its inception, resigned as she was leaving Bombay, and Mrs. Gulestan Billimoria* 
the senior Vice-President, resigned from her office as she was appointed Sherriff of Bombay, 
but she continues to be a member of the Management Committee. 

Financial position: Although the Bank balance is negligible there are hopes of generous 
donations forthcoming. The Association is grateful for a donation of Rs. 500/- from the 
Charity Commissioner, and of Rs. 100/- from the Presidency Magistrates Court. 

Activities: The Collection of Data Committee visited the Kamatipura area three times 
and had personal interviews with a number of prostitutes and eunuchs. Based on this informa¬ 
tion the Research Committee drew up a questionnaire which was tested in the same area. A 
Research scheme for the "Survey of the socio-economic conditions of the prostitutes of the 
Bombay City" involving an expenditure of Rs. 20,000/- was submitted to the Research Program¬ 
mes Committee of the Planning Commission of the Government of India on March 5th 1957. 
The Research Plans have been drawn up for an After-Care Institution, a suitable site has been 
located, valuation reports by Govt, recognised Architect obtained and negotiations are going on 
with the vendors and the donors. 



Meanwhile, case work has been done on a small scale and girls and women rescues 
with the co-operation of the affiliated societies, namely: Bombay Vigilance Association. St. 
Catherine’s Home and Shraddhanand Ashram and with the help of the vigilance branch of the 
Bombay Police. 

Distinguished Visitor: Mrs. Remeshwari Nehru, President of the Association for Moral 
and Social Hygiene in India, visited Bombay on the Slat August 1956. This Association 
arranged for a press conference and two days later a public meeting to which were invited all 
the members of the Association and prominent social workers of Bombay. 

Acknowledgnient: This Association is greatful to its past President, Mrs. John Mathai 
for her valuable and selfless services during the difficult period of the formation of the Bombay 
State Branch. As a Life Member she continues to take interest in the welfare of the Association. 
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MYSORE 


BY 

Dr. Smt* Ratnamma Isaac, Hony. Genl. Secy., A.M.S.H., Mysore Branch. 

This pioneer organization began its work in 1929 with the help of some ladies and 
g entlemen whose aims were 

(a) to uphold the highest in regard to sex relationship ; 

(b) to secure the recognition of an equal standard of morality for men and 
women ; 

(c) to eradicate prostitution and kindred evils. 

Inspired by Deenabandhu C. F. Andrews* Miss Melisceot Shephard, the first Central 
Organizing Secretary who came to India in 1928 started the Association for Moral and Social 
Hygiene in Bangalore in 1929. The following Ladies and Gentlemen were the early pioneers 
Dr. D. S. Puttanna, late Rao Bahadur C. B. Rama Rao, Sri C. N. Narasinga Rao. Sri G. K. 
Baliga, Miss Pillidge, Sri B. V. Narayana Reddy* Dr. D. S. Ramchandra Rao, Rukn-ul-mulk 
S. Abdul Wajeed, B. A., Miss Potter, Dr. J. V. Karve, Moiu-ul-vizarath A. K. Syed Taj 
Peeran Sajjada, Justice Shankarnarayan Rao and Mrs. Hasabnis greatly encouraged by Sir 
Mirza Ismail, the then Dewan, and the late Dewan Bahadur K. Matthan, the late Mr. J. R. 
Issac* the General Secretary of the Bangalore Y. M. C. A. did sterling work in the initial 
stages. The Association is deeply indebted to them for this noble social amelioration work. 

During the year under report two Finnish ladies offered their free services to the 
Nursery School and the Orphanage and kindly presented linen and toys and other Nursery 
equipment. The late Mr. J. R. Isaac with the help and co-operation of late Diwan Bahadur 
K. Matthan and Sri C. Narasinga Rao was responsible for securing the present site from the 
Government and weathered the severe financial stress whkh beset us in the early years. Later 
on 2nd July 1948, the then Maharaja of Mysore laid the foundation stone of the Ashram 
which thus owes its existence to benefactors ranging from royalty and Government to eager 
social workers. 

The Abhaya Ashram turns girls rescued from brothels into the paths of virtue and 
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industry- Starting with a rented building in Chamarajpet. it has grown into the present 
institution. The strength of the Ashram has grown up from 7 in 1936 to 70 to-day. An 
extension is sorely needed and an after care hostel for the old girls who have completed 
given up their old ways and are set on the right path. 

In pursuance of the wish of His Highness the Maharaja the Institution serves not 
only the cause of our fallen sisters but engages in other welfare activities, such aS' Orphanages 
Creche and a Community Centre. We have a Nursery School, a Children's Club and a 
Gymnasium for children. There is also a Creche Nursery Section and the Milk Centre 
prouiding milk for the unfortunate infants and the in ants from the nearby slums. The girls 
mostly rescued from brothels are given vocational training, such as Weaving, Sewing. Mat¬ 
weaving, Knitting, Dyeing, Spinning and Printing of cloth in addition to the 3 R’s. A trained 
woman teacher trains them in Needle-work, Crochet, Knitting and Embroidery and a Weaving 
Master in weaving. 

The inmates do their own cooking, washing and other domestic work and at leisure 
a little gardening. The Industrial Department has provided the Ashram with 12 Ambar 
Charkas with Instructors and the inmates havj taken to spining with much pleasure. It 
offers a great incentive in this craft to them. Baby craft also is taught and the inmates have 
brought up many motherless infants. The girls are also given outings periodically. 

Some of the girls who have turned over a new leaf are given in marriage, some sent 
for training as Midwives, Nurses or Domestic servants while others are given work in the 
Ashram itself as Nursery School and Creche ayahs for which payment is made. 

In addition to^these we run a Welfare Centre for the poor children and mothers of 
the locality. This was opened by Lady Raman on lOth May 1964. Expectant mothers 
and babies are medically examined once a week by a qualified doctor. A Nursery School 
for the children of the locality between 3 and 5 years of age is also run in the premises. The 
orphans of the Ashram share the fellowship of these children. 

During the past 21} years over 1,389 women, girls and orphans have passed through 
the Ashram. 


The following statistic gives the details of admission, etc., during the year 1956 :— 


No. 

of innates in the Aahram on 1-1-1956 

29 


M admitted 1-1-1956 to 31-12-1966 

126 


„ restored to their people 

84 

• > 

„ taken to Magistrate’s Ck>urt for trial 

68 



h i» given in marriage i 

M II treated for V. D. 37 

n II who left the Ashram on their own accord 12 

II II babies born 2 

II ,1 orphans and destitutes admitted by police 17 


Summary of the welfare work for a period of 3 years among women and children is 
given below : 




195$.S6 

1956-57 

1 . 

No. of babies weighed and advised 

115 

75 

65 

2 . 

No. of babies who got milk 

509 

606 

351 

3. 

No. of women who attended Ante¬ 





natal clinics 

291 

186 

301 


New cases 

69 

77 

70 


Repeat cases 

222 

109 

231 


Family Planning advice is being given on 

Mondays to all the 

mothers who 

come to 


receive milk, for ante-natal and baby clinics or who come with minor ailments for treatment. 

Nursery School—Abhaye Ashram 

Total Admission 

4. From 5th May to December 1954 34 

II 1 st January to 31st December 1955 34 

II 1 st January to 31st December 1956 56 

From May 1954 to December 1956 the admissions are 124. 

5. Breaches of the *'Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act" 

The following gives the details of cases launched during the 1956-57 :— 

No. of cases No. of cases No. of cases 

charge sheeted ending in pending trial. 

Con. Acq. Dis, 

292 280 6 — 6 

Along with the pioneers and other self-sacrificing and self-eflFacing workers who offer 
free service mention may be made of the police who raid vice-centres and brothels and 


Year 

1956 
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fipots like Sampangi Tank Bund« and Markets and Railway Stations; and Hotels and bring 
these unfortunates for rehabilitation. The Immoral Traffic Act though passed in the year 
1936 was actually brought into force in 1940, and has been amended in 1966. In the large 
majority of cases the punishments are light if not nominal and so have not a deterrent effect. 
Offences against the Act have a serious effect on the health and welfare of the community ; 
and the Association takes this opportunity of bringing to the notice of the Government that 
there is need for the revision of the Act and framing suitable Rules for the guidence of the 
Courts and the police. The success of the Act depends to a great extent on the vigilance of 
the police and the co-operation afforded by the public to combat this social evil 

We are grateful to Dr. K. Subramanyam and Dr. Ratnamma Isaac who are Honorary 
Workers and who evince keen interest in giving injections to the inmates infected with 
venereal disease and rendering medical aid to mothers and children. Our thanks are also 
due to Dr. Anantha Rao who supplied free ante-venereal injections and is also interested in 
in the welfare of our girls. 

Two events highlighted the activities of the year. Sir M. Visvesvaraiah the Grand 
Old Man of Mysore made the valuable and useful gift of a Radio to cheer the inmates 
of the Ashram. He was also pleased to visit the Institution and switch on the Radio set 
and on that occasion he gave valuable advice to the inmates and suggested that unless they 
worked for 8 hours they would not be normally entitled to their food. This has served as 
an useful impetus to the girls to do their work honestly and efficiently. We are grateful to 
Sir M. Visvesvaraiah for his generosity and sound advice. 

The second event was the benefit performance for our Ashram given by the 
Shakesperean's Players. In addition to the money realised it publicised our work with the 
result that many members have joined us. 

The Annual General Body Meeting of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene 
was held on Wednesday, the 21st March 1966 at 6 p. m. in the Abhaya Ashram buildings 
and -he following Office-bearers were elected, for the year 1966-67 :— 

Sri T. Siddalingiah, President 

Moin-ul-Vizarath Janah, A.K. Syed Taj Pceran Sajjada. Vice-President. 

Dr. Mrs. M. Ratnamma Isaac, Honorary Secretary. 

Sri K. Revanna, Honorary Treasurer. 

Sm. Indira Bai Vasudevamurthy, Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

The following Executive Committee was formed for the year 1966-67 

Members 

Smt. Rukmaniamma Narasimhiah 
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Sri P. Sivashankar 

Dr. K. B. Bhujanga Rao 

Sri B. Krishna 

Sri Narayanswami Setti 

Sri George Matban 

Sri M. Ramachandra Rao 

Miss G. M. Donne 

Miss M. E. Robinson 

Smt. Shakuntala Krishna 

Smt: Balasubramanyam 

Smt. Mercy Isaac 

Miss Marja Natenaan 

Sri Gurumurthy 

Sri A. N. Rama Rao 

Dr. S. Seshagiri Rao, D. P. H. 

The Annual Public Meeting was held on 3rd September 1957 at 6 p. m. in the Abhaya 
Ashram Dr. Smt. G. V. Shankarambal; F.R C.S- (Eng.) presided over this meeting. Smt. 
Vani Sen Gupta, Smt. Mallika Ghosh and Sri P. Kodanda Rao address^^d the gathering. 

During Deepavali the Hon. Secretary and other lady members went about and did 
propaganda among the public and collected some money for the Ashram in order to provide 
clothing for the inmates. As usual Messrs. K. H. Shama Rao & Sons gave ready-made 
blouses and frocks to all the inmates and babies. Wc thank these donors for their kind 
help. The Executive Committee expresses its thanks to Sri N. G. Ayyangar and Sri Yediyoor 
Venkatakrishna Jois Mrs. Raoof Sait who have become Life Members of the Association this 
year, i. e. 1966, and hope that more members will soon follow their good examples. 

Needle-work and other handicraft made by the Ashram inmates were exhibited in 
the Dasara Exhibition and these articles found a good sale at the exhibition. The 1956 Annual 
Reports were distributed to the visitors by way of propaganda. 

Income and Expenditure 

The Ashram conveys its thanks to Sri S. Raghavendra Rao, Government Certified 
Auditor who audited the accounts for the year 1956-57. The Financial Statement is 
appended. 


Our Thanks 


We cannot close our Annual Report without thanking those who have contributed 
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to the success of our work in various ways. Our thanks are due to : 

1. The Government for their grants. 

2. The Indian Red Cross Society, Mysore State Branch for their grant and gift of 
sarees, 10 blankets, Codliver Oil, Vit-B Complex Tablets and etc., to the Association and 
Abhaya Ashram and Orphange. 

3. The Bangalore City Corporation for their lumpsum grant and we request them 
to start again their monthly grant of Rs. 50 per mensem to our Welfare Activities newly 
started. 


4. The Central Social Welfare Board for their grant of Rs. 2,000 which enabled us 
to extend our work regarding Rescue Home and Nursery School. 

5. Sri Kuppuswamy Naicker for the installation of tne Telephone and Rs. 1,000 
towards the construction of the extension of the building and Nursery School. 

0 . Child Welfare Council for a donation of Rs. 300. The Social Service Volunteers 
and the Industries Department for having presented each one a Usha Sewing Machine to the 
Abhaya Ashram. 

7 . We owe a heavy debt of gratitude to our Honorary Treasurer Sri K. Revanna 
for his selfless help who first toiled in this field as Honorary Secretary for 2 years and then 
as Honorary Treasurer since 1943, till today. It will never be forgotten that he has rendered 
sterling service in connection with the construction of our building and its extensions. 

8 . The Maharani of Patiala for the kind gift of Rs 150 towards the warm clothing 
and tonics for the orphans. 

We offer our thanks to all our sympathisers, members and donors for their continued 
support which has made our work possible and of real benefit to our sisters in the Abhaya 
Ashram and Orphange. 

List of Life Members, Subscribers and Donors of the Association for Moral and 
Social Hygiene and the Abhaya Ashram and Orphanage : — 

Life Members 

1 Diwan Bahadur K.S. Chandrasekhara Iyer 4 Smt. Narasamma Madhava Rao 

2 Diwan Bahadur K.R. Seshachar 5 Smt. M.A. Srinivasan 

3 Pradhana Siromani N. Madhava Rao 6 Smt. A.J. Chowdry 



7 Smt. M.C. Albuquerque 

8 Sri Ramnarayan Chellaram 

9 Dharmaprakasa M.V. Veerappa 

10 Sri Misrilal Parasmal 

11 Sri KishenUl Phoolchand 

12 Dharmaprakasa L.S. Venkaji Rao 

13 Smt. J.R. Sivasubramanya Iyer 

14 Dharmaprakasa K Kuppuswamy Naidu 

15 Smt. Kuppuswamy Naidu 

16 Sri Easwary Prasad 

17 Sri A.C. Seetharam 

18 Sri H.T.S. Rao 

19 Smt. H.T.S. Rao 

20 Smt. Powell 

21 Rai Sahib D.C. Kholy 

22 Janab Sultan Ali 

23 Messrs. K.H. Shama Rao & Sons 

24 Sri Perumal Chetty 

25 Janab B.A. Basith 

26 Sri G.E. Hoover 

27 Smt. Siddamma 

28 Sri P.N. Chandavarkar 

29 Smt. Chandavarkar 

30 Sii H. Siddappa 

31 Smt. Balasubramanyam 

32 Sri Dharma Vir 

33 Sri T.G. Rama Iyer 

The following Life Members are no 
gratitude ;— 

1 Dharmaprakasa Devarao Shivaram 

2 Smt. Subburayudu 

3 Diwan Bahadur K. Matthan 

4 Janab Mirza Azeezulla Baig 

5 Smt. Dwarkabai Kadambi 

6 Sri C Subramanya Iyer 


34 Smt. Malathi Ramakrishna Rao 

35 Shanbhog Subba Rao 

36 Smt. Annapurna Bai 

37 . Smt. R.B. Subramanyam 

38 Smt. Mani 

39 Smt. Sarojamma K.C. Reddy 

40 Dr. Cecily Thomas 

41 Smt. C.V. Shankarambal 

42 Smt. Bhagyalakshmi Hanumatha Naidc 

43 Smt. Vedamma Ranganna 

44 Sri G. Paramasivaiah 

45 Sri N.G. Ayyangar 

46 Sri Yediyoor Venkatakrishna jois 

47 Dharmaprakasa Devarao Shivaram 

48 Smt. Subburayudu 

49 Diwan Bahadur K. Matthan 

50 Janab Mirza Azeezulla Baig 

51 Smt. Dwarkabai Kadambi 

52 Sri C. Subramanya Iyer 

53 Sri A.M. Sen 

54 Sri Canon Anantham 

55 Dr. M.D. David 

56 Janab C.A. Kalamy 

57 Dr. Miss K.S. Captain 

58 Janab Majeed khan 

59 Mrs. Raoof Sait 

more with us and we remember them with 

7 Sri A M. Sen 

8 Sri Canon Anantham 

9 Dr. M.D. David 

10 Janab C.A. Kalamy 

11 Dr. Miss K.S. Captain 

12 Janab Majeed Khan 


(The Life Membership Contributions formed the nucleus of our building fund.) 
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We are also grateful to all those who have contributed liberally towards 

the cons* 

traction of the building :— 

I Sajjan Rao Charities (through Sri 

Rb. 

Late Diwan Bahadur K. 

Rs. 


MannajiRao) 

6,000 

Matthan 

1,000 

2 

Sri K.H. Guruswamy 

2,000 

Dr. D.S. Ramachandra Rao (in 


3 

Sri K. Easwary Prasad 

500 

memory of his sister late 


4 

Rai Sahib D.C. Kohly 

600 

Subburayudu) 

1,060 

6 

6 

The Bangalore Race Club 

Messrs. Udaya Construction 

Co. 

2,000 

884 

Sri Kuppuswamy Naicker 

1,000 


SubacriptioiM, Donatioiit and Deepavali O>llection 


(from January 1956 to September 1057) 




Rs. 



Rs. 

69 

Social & Civic Progress Association 

... 60 

81 

Dr. Mrs. M. Ratnamma Isaac 

• « • 

12 

60 

Sri M.O.T. Chari 

... 35 

82 

Janab Abdul Wajeed 

... 

12 

61 

Sri Venkatesalu alias Niranjan 

... 30 

83 

Justice Singaravelu Mudaliyar 

... 

12 

62 

Smt. Sharadamma 

... 24 

84 

Sri George Mathan 

... 

12 

63 

Mrs. Grace Appaji 

... 12 

85 

Messrs Harianna & Sons 


12 

64 

Miss Natenaan 

... 12 

86 

Sm. Mallika Ghosh 

... 

10 

66 

Miss Kytosma 

... 12 

87 

Ravi L. Kirloskar 

... 

10 

66 

Smt. D.S. Ratnamma 

... 12 

88 

Mrs. Mary Hoover 

... 

10 

67 

Smt. Lakshmidevamma 

... 12 

89 

Sharada Ayyangar 


10 

68 

Modern Embroidery Stores 

... 12 

90 

Prabhaker L. Kirloskar 


lO 

69 

Sri Bojarajulu & Bros. 

... 12 

91 

Sri Yadalam Subbiah Setty 


10 

70 

Sri Muthukumar Mudaliar 

... 12 

62 

Sri Misrilal Parasmall 


10 

71 

Sri Manicka Mudaliar 

... 12 

93 

Sri A. Kishinlal Phoolchand 


10 

72 

Sri Garla Karayan Chetty 

... 12 

94 

Mr. Lewis Perinbam 

• •• 

10 

73 

Sri Thandava Mudaliyar 

... 12 

95 

Sri K.E. Prasad 

• •• 

10 

74 

Sri Dondusa Duktappa 

... 12 

96 

Smt. Saraswathi 


10 

76 

Messrs. Srinivasa Silk Factory 

... 12 

97 

Deaconess Carol Graham 


10 

76 

Miss G.M. Donne 

... 12 

98 

Dr« A M. Gade 

« a • 

10 

77 

Miss M«E. Robinson 

... 12 

99 

Sri Chidambara Sastrigal 

• •• 

7 

78 

Sri B.K. Siddalingiah 

... 12 

100 

Mrs, Umabai Bellimal 

• •• 

6 

79 

Kuppiah & Sons 

... 12 101 

Miss D. Job 

••• 

6 

80 

Dr. K.S. Subramanyam 

... 12 102 

Mrs. H. Edwin 


6 
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103 

Smt. bemavathiamma 

... 5 

139 

janab A.K. Syed Taj Peeran Sajjada... 

3 

104 

Sri T. Siddalingiah 

... 5 

140 

Smt. Lalitha Nanjappa 

3 

105 

Dr. Shenoy 

... 5 

]41 

Sri Rumdas 

3 

106 

Mr. E.M. Isaac 

... 5 

142 

Smt. Mobini Kadaba 

3 

107 

Smt. Sundaramma Ramachandra Rao 5 

143 

Mrs. Chandra Bai Venkat Rao 

3 

108 

Sri P. Kuppuswamy 

... 5 

144 

Mrs. M.K. Thomas 

3 

109 

Smt. Rathnamma Vijayasarathi 

... 6 

145 

Smt. Jayalakshmi 

3 

110 

Miss Me Narney 

... 5 

146 

Sri K. Revanna 

3 

111 

Sri M.A. Narasimhachar 

... 5 

147 

Sri P. Sivashanker 

3 

112 

Sri C. Rajendra 

... 5 

148 

Sri Jagabbai Dalbat Bbai 

3 

113 

Sri T. Siddabasappa 

... 5 

149 

Dr. Sbadaksharappa 

3 

114 

Sri A. Sreekantappa 

... 5 

150 

Mrs. Sbadaksharappa 

3 

115 

Sri G. Chowdiah 

... 5 

151 

Smt. Kamalamma 

3 

116 

Sri A. Neelakantiah 

.. 5 

152 

Smt. Shantbi Jayasbanker 

3 

117 

Sri A. Narasimhiah 

... 5 

153 

Smt. Jaya Ramaswamy 

3 

118 

Sri R.K. Basvaiah & Bros. 

... 5 

154 

Smt. Manorama Murthy 

3 

119 

B. Venkata Rao S. Sajjan Rao 

... 10 

155 

Smt. Jayalakshmi 

3 

120 

Sri B.V. Narayan Reddy 

... 5 

156 

Smt. Masti Venkatesa Iyengar 

3 

121 

Mrs K.C. Chacko 

... 5 

157 

Smt. Komala 

3 

122 

Mr. G. Matthan 

.. 5 

158 

Mrs. David 

3 

123 

Sri P. Subbarama Chettiar 

... 5 

159 

Mrs. Meeking 

3 

124 

Sri K.M. Nanjappa 

... 5 

160 

Smt. Mary 

3 

125 

Mr. Peter 

... 5 

161 

Mr. B. Benjamin 

3 

126 

Dr. Y.N. Rrishnamurtfay 

... 5 

162 

Sri G. Paul 

3 

127 

St. Lukes Women's Fellowship 

... 5 

163 

Dr. Mrs. R. Christopher 

3 

128 

Smt. Muddamma 

... 5 

164 

Sri A.U. Christopher 

3 

129 

Smt. Arunachalam 

... 5 

165 

Anonymous 

3 

130 

Padmaja Ronur 

... 5 

166 

Mrs. C. Krishnaswamy 

3 

131 

Smt. Laksbmikantba 

...7/8 167 

H.S. Ayyangar 

3 

132 

Sri Samuel Appaji 

... 4 

168 

B.S. Raghunandan Prasad 

3 

133 

Mr. Hebbar 

... 4 

169 

Messrs. Sri Maruthi Select Dhoti 


134 

Mrs. N. Madhuram 

... 4 


Stores 

3 

135 

Sri A.N. Rama Rao 

... 3 

170 

Messrs. Aswathnarayaniah &'Sons ... 

3 

136 

Sri Gurumurtby 

... 3 

171 

Smt. R.A.S. Iyengar 

3 

137 

Sri H. Puttuswamy 

... 3 

172 

Sri S.D. Luther 

3 

138 

Smt. Indira Bai Vasudevamurthy 

... 3 

173 

Mrs S. Doraiswamy 

3 


plus Rs. 

5 D.C. 
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AttocUfe ^mliert 


174 

Smt. S. Nagaraja Rao 

... 2 183 

Smt. Taramma 

... 1 

176 

Dr. T. Seshachalam 

... 2 184 

Smt. Chandra Bai Thirumalraji 

... 1 

176 

Smt. Hanumakka Nanjappa 

... 2 186 

Sri B.L. Rao 

... 1 

177 

Smt. Lakshminarasamma 

... 2 186 

Sri Siddappa 

... 1 

178 

Smt. Jayaiakshmi 

... 2 187 

Mrs. G. Paul 

... 3 

179 

Smt. S.R. Seethamma 

... 2 188 

Mr. Peter 

... 6 

180 

Smt. Bala Subramanyam 

... 2 189 

Mr. Sreenivasa Rao 

... 1 

181 

Dr. A.C. Devaraj 

... 1 190 

Seshamahal Pharmacy 

... 1 

182 

Smt. Padma 

... I 



For the feetl o{ the inmetes 


Smt. Mohini Kadaba ... 7 

Sri E.M. Isaac 7 

Dr. Mrs. M. Ratnamma Isaac ... 25 

on 2 occasions 

Mrs. Manorama Murthy ... 10 

Sri Yedivoor Venkatakrishna Jois ... 10 

Smt. Sheth Jagabahi Dalbatbhai ... 10 


Gifts IB Kiod 


K.H. Shamo Rao & Sons 


Sri G C. Dasappa, Ambika Hall 
Sri Bojarajalu Naidu 
Sri A.K. Murthy 
Sri B.T. Ramiah 

Proprietor : Bangalore Cafe 
Sri K.E. Prasad 

Proprietor : Ananda Bhavan«-Sri K P. Subramani 
Sri Raghunandan Prasad 
Proprietor : Kala Cafc^ri Vijalakshmi Hall 
Sait Sagarmall Champalall & Co. 

A.C. Lakshminarayana Chetty 
Satyanarayana Hall 
D. Rudriah (Annapurna) 


Ready, made garments for 
all the inmates worth Rs. 

89-0-0 

1 Saree 

2 lbs. Biscuits 
1 lb. Biscuits 

35 Jilabis 

1 viss Sweets 
1 Saree 
1 Seer Sweets 
Cotton Saree 
48 yards of cloth 
One Silk Saree 
1 Cotton Saree 
One Silk Saree 
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Account for the Year Ending 
31st March 1957 

for 

Mysore (Bangalore) 



Receipts 


ANNUAL GRANTS— 

By The Central Social Welfare Board 
„ The Bangalore Corporation 
,, The Council of Child Welfare 
,, Grant under Rural Industrialisation Scheme 


MONTHLY GRANTS— 

By The Governments of Mysore 
,, The Director of Industries 
,, The Education Department 
,, Maintenance Allowance of Ashram (Rescue 
Home) by the Director of Public Health 

GENERAL- 

Subscriptions, monthly and yearly 
Life membership fee 
Building Donations 
Boarding Charges 
Deepavali Collections 
Telephone Charges realised 

Sale proceeds of articles made in (Rescue Home) 
Fees from Nursery School Children 
Milk Charges 

Sale of a cow born in Ashram 
Interest on Corporation Debenture 
Interest on thrift Deposit 


Carried Forti?ard 




A. 



Rs. 


A. P. 


2,000 

0 

i 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

1 300 

0 

0 

j 260 

0 

0 

1 


3,900 0 0 
706 0 0 
227 8 0 

3,846 3 0 


3.660 0 0 


8,678 I i 0 


676 6 0 
100 0 0 
1,056 4 3 
246 10 0 
204 0 0 
38 S 0 
468 13 6 

460 0 0 
UO 0 0 
36 0 0 

26 4 0 

6 6 0 


16,636 14 9 













Hygiene in Mysore, Bangalore 

for dio Year Ending 31st Alarch 1957. 


Payments 

Rs. A. 

p. 

Rs. A. P. 

i 

RESCUE HOME- 





Boarding charges of Ashram inmates *.• i 

2,885 

11 

0 


Clothing of Ashram inmates 

166 

0 

0 


Medicine and Medical attendance 

183 

7 

0 


Electric Lighting 

103 

14 

0 


Excess water charge 

103 

4 

0 


Conveyance charges 

190 

4 

0 


Purchase and repair of vessels, etc 

169 

14 

0 


Books* stationery and printing ... i 

146 

0 

9 


Articles for Vocational Training & work of inmates... | 

418 

10 

3 


Remuneration to inmates as an incentive to Voca¬ 





tional work 

lOJ 

4 

0 


Salary of Warden 

877 

0 

0 


„ Outidoor worker 

286 

0 

0 


„ Wesiving Master Instructor 

390 

0 

0 


,, Cleric 

480 

0 

0 


„ Peoilk and Bill Collector 

444 

0 

0 


,, Teacthcr of Three R's 

480 

0 

0 


Telephone Charges 

181 

7 

0 


Conveyance allowance of Honorary Secretary 

270 

0 

0 


Miscellaneous 

237 

8 

0 


Annual meeting expenses and celebrations 

95 

6 

0 


Additions to Building included in Closing Balance ... 

3,751 

3 

6 

8,288 10 0 

NURSERY SCHOOL- 



Salary of Nursery School Teacher 
.. Ayah 

„ Peon 


800 0 0 
120 0 0 : 

36 0 0 

- 056 0 0 


I 


Carried Forward 


9.244 10 6 
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Assodation For Moral & Social 

Ricriplift Fmfmmwrn AeMnit 


Receipts ^ 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P. 

Brought Forward 

... 

16,635 14 9 

Odaya Construction Co.—5% held over for future 



payment 

... 

187 9 0 

Advance from Ashram Matron 

... 

22 7 9 

OPENING BALANCE- 



34 % Bangalore Corporation Debenture 

J .600 0 0 


T.D. Account in the Bank of Mysore Ltd. 

512 0 0 


C/D Do 

2,042 7 11 


With Ashram Matron 

17 0 0 


Advance due from Udaya Construction Co. 

2,600 0 0 


Furniture and Equipment 

748 1 2 


Value of Building 

70.424 6 10 


Deposits with B.P. & L & Water Supply Depart¬ 



ment 

76 0 0 * 



1 

77,819 15 11 

Total 


93,666 16 6 


Checked and found correct 


Bangalore, 


10th September 1967, 
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Hygiene in Mysore, ftanglore 

for the Year Eading 31st March 1957—(conoid.) 


Payments 


Brought Forward 

Purchase of Mats 
Milk 

Milk Ayah 
Miscellaneous 


I 

i Rs. A, P. 


956 0 0 ! 
26 2 0 ! 
384 4 6 I 
120 0 0 
106 6 0 I 


Rs. A. 

9,244 10 


636 12 


P. 

6 

6 


BABYS’ CRECHE- 

Midwife’s Salary 
Baby’s nurse salary 
Miscellaneous 


CLOSING BALANCE- 

3J% Bangalore Corporation Debenture 
T.D. Account with Bank of Mysore 
C/D Account do 

Due from Honorary Secretary 
Due from Peon Channiah 
Furniture & Equipment 

Value of Building : 70,424 6 10 

Additions during the year 3,761 3 6 

Deposit with B.P. & L. & Water Supply Depart¬ 
ment 


480 0 0 

60 0 0 I 

10 3 0 I 

-1 660 3 0 


j 1,600 0 0 

I 18 6 0 

i 6,611 3 11 

I 200 0 0 

1 6 0 0 

! 748 1 2 

i 

74,176 10 4 

i 

■ 76 0 0 

- 83.234 6 6 



I - 

Total ... ... ! 93,665 15 5 

_1_ ' 

(Sd) S. Raghavendra Rao, 
RuMHed 8tmt$ Andittr, Bmgaitm. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 


!. Dr. Mra. D. D. Chaeko 

Suggested that blood tests for syphils should be done on all pregnant women so thai 
they may receive proper treatment. 

2. Mra, Vrmi O. Shah 

Thought that abolition of ignorance, education of Ethical philosophy, encouraging 
co-education and abolition of Mai-adjustments by creating a healthy attitude of society should 
be introduced. 

3. Dr. Bma Dey 

Suggested that all women and children should be made literate and vocational training 
should be imparted to a prostitute who is to be rehabilitated. 

4. SnU. Jayahri Baiji 

Recommended for the employment of women police squad, for organising an 
Employment Bureau to train matrons, nurses, shorthand and typewriting, teachers, domestic 
servants etc. She also pressed for removal of conflcting laws and for proper implimentation 
of the Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act, model rules relating to the act be drafted by 

A. M. S. H. I. 

6. SnU. P. N. Numan 

Suggested to introduce sex education for the elders as well as in High Schools for 
girls and boys. 

6. Smt. Sarala 8h^ 

Suggested to have properly trained workers who could easily tackle the difficult cases 
of the rescued women. 

7, SaU. Keshubhai Valia and Sh. Wihram Ciahore Buck 

Suggested that the voluntary agency should be given good deal of latitude in every 
respect and the Superintendents of the homes should be under the discipline of the managing 
Committee and Committee should be given power to administer funds. 
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8. Dr, Roahan Singh Sodhi 

Proposed for a quarterly magazine to be started. 

Bdra, K, DtM 

Proposed to form a committee of experienced workers and social scientists to chalk 
out a programme of survey, research and make it their business to give a fillip to Rescue 
Work throughout the country to consider legal aspects and to find out problems of Inter 
State rescue work to make easy and possible. 

10. Mr, Ramaah Chandra 

Requested that trained social workers should be absorbed in the services. 

(ii) Grants should be given to all the branches for publications of necessary, 
literature. 

(iii) General public shotiid be imparted knowledge about V. D. through institutions. 

(iv) Blood examination and medical examination should be introduced for both men 
and women who arc in services. 

(v) Social workers should be helped and treated sympathetically by Magistrates as 
well as by other authorities. 

11. Sh, Bhattarcharya 

Suggested that in order to improve rescuo Homes Managing Committee should consist 
of majority of ladies and secretaries of the Homes should always be a lady. 

12. Mrs* Kusutn Mahtsle. 

Asked for more branches ought to be set up in Bombay State and also submitted the 
line of approach of their preventive committee (*\.M.S.H. Bombay). 

13. Dr. Mrs, Jyoisana Shah* 

Giving an example of her experiences showed that the lack of any scheme of 
rehabUitation of these women who come for the third or the fourth time just delivering 
illegitimate children does not solve the problem. The social economic rehabilitation of these 
womens should begin with the fore-natal work itself. 

14. Mrs, Leela P, Menan 

Asked A.M.S.H.I. to appeal to all the State Govts, that the Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic in Women and girls Act- is to be made applicable by necessary notification. 
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BIHAR 


BY 

Mrs. S. Bhattacharya 

The Bihar State Branch of the Association was started in the year H-63 and has been 
steadily working in the field inspite of many handicaps. 

Mrs. Shanti Kabir, the then Secretary of All India Association of Moral & Social 
Hygiene visited Patna in December, 1956 and while addressing a general meeting stressed upon 
the need of planning in various branches of social work. The above talk had the desired effect 
and a new committee was elected in early 1957. This committee decided to have definite plan 
of work before it which could be carried out with its limited resources. 

It was felt that the first item of work should be to propogate the aims and objects of the 
Association among general public in order to arouse their consciousness about the social evils, 
80 that they can realise the seriousness of the dossal problem of prevention of immoral traffic 
in women which is gradually increasing not only in the shape of increased number of prostitu* 
tion but also in the garb of so called Ashrams and Anathalayas which are carrying on the trade 
secretly. 

As a first step towards popularisation of aims a folder containing the main aims of the 
Association was printed in Hindi and English and distributed judiciously to various social 
workers and organisations. The aid of journalists was also secured for this purpose. New 
members were enrolled and during the course of 1967, some 70 members have been enrolled. 

The second step was the formation of new units and branches of the Association in 
different parts of the State. An Assistant Organising Secretary was appointed who has been 
constantly moving and contacting people for this work. It is encouraging to note that four 
District Branches at Arrah, Gaya, Monghyr arid Dinapur have already been established and 
a few others are in the process of formation in the near future. 

Another important work undertaken by the Association was the collection of data 
about prostitutes and to make a survey of the conditions of all such Homes where women are 
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given shelter. The Assistant O^g^nising Secretary is collecting data about prostitutes with 
the help of Police and other agencies, and a Sub-committee consisting of lady members has 
been appointed to visit the 'Homes’ and report about their existing conditions, management 
etc. A Proforma for collection ot data was prepared and forwarded to various 'Homes’ for 
favour of filling and return. The work at Patna is quite satisfactory so far. A list of all the 
prostitutes in Patna along with the report of their condition of living has already been prepared 
and the following Homes have been visited so far : 

1. Bihar Prantiya Anath Abla Ashram (Patna City) 

2. Bhartiya Mahila Ashram (Mahendru, Patna) 

3. Hindu Orphan & Widows’ School (Kunkun Singh Lane, Patna) 

4. Nari Kalyan Mandir (Kankarbagh Road, Patna) 

All the District Branches have been directed to take up the work of survey in their 
own respective areas and it is hoped that after some time the Association will be in a position 
to publish all the data collected for general information. 

Inspite of our great anxiety, wc have not been able to take up 'Rescue work’ as yet for 
want of a suitable 'Shelter’ or 'Rescue Home’ where the rescued women may be kept safely 
and find a real shelter ; where they are not sold away to intending customers against their 
wish. It was proposed by some of the members of the Association that the ‘Association’ 
should have a 'Rescue Home’ of its own, but in the Executive meeting on April 6. 1957, at 
Raj Bhawan, under the Presidentship of the then Governor Shri R.R. Diwakar, the matter 
was discussed in detail. The Committee felt that the Association at present is not in a 
position to take up the responsibility. Moreover, there is a proposal of starting such ‘Home’ 
by the Central Social Welfare Board, which will serve the purpose and there is no need of 
duplication of work. It was however, decided that some of the members of the Association* 
may get themselves registered as a separate body and start a 'Home’ for rescued women on 
proper lines. 

In the pcrsuance of the resolution, some members have started a ‘Home* known as 
'Nari Kalyan Mandir’ which is being run under the auspicious of the Association. This 
TSomc’ was visited by Lady Rama Rao and Shrimati Khatoon Qumrain during their recent 
visit to Patna in the month of November, 1957. Some officers of the Education Department 
(Bihar) also visited the 'Mandir’. 

The local Sub-committee during the course of its visit to one of the 'Homes’ was 
requested by some of the inmates very earnestly to take them out of that 'Home* and keep 
them et a safer place- The Committee informed the District Magistrate and the Inspector 
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General of Police about tbit matter. Prompt action was taken and three girls were rescued 
and admitted in the *Nari Kalyan Mandir* and a case has been instituted against the manager 
of the particular Home. Total number of women rescued from undesirable Homes so far is 
6 who have been admitted in Nari Kalyan Mandir. 

The Association very strongly feels that in order to improve the existing conditions 
of all these ‘Homes' for women, run by non-official agencies, there should be a legislation for 
the following : — 

1. That the Managing Committee of these 'Homes’ should consist of majority of 
ladies. 

2. That the Secretary of a 'Home’ for women should alway.s be a lady social 
worker. 

3. No undesirable male members should be allowed to visit these 'Homes'. 

It would also be helpful if a permanent Sub-committee of the Moral & Social Hygiene 
Association be constituted for the purpose of visiting such organisations. These Sub¬ 
committees should visit these Homes frequently and report about the conditions. 

We are trying to implement some of the suggestions in our own State. The work is 
difficult, no doubt, but wc feel that this good cause will get co-operation from all concerned. 
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TO 

3®<n 

^ ^ in4 mi ^ wR 5n% ^ 

vs.^'.HKK ^ ^ ^ 5 H^T ^ \oo ^ siJt ^Wrsr ^ 

TO»T ^ 355^ ^ ^ I 

^e;.!;.Uieit«f ^IP qesft ^ ^ «»^?r wl W5i ^'s a 

I 


('^ ^ ift fn^ '<jt 5T#G?»f ^ V iNr ^) f^TRmf ^ ^ ^Rfeir tr % 

^ ^'m? ^ ^ *t|' y ^i5?ft«if % «n^ ^ flrar ft?rr % qm ^ 

tt ^ ^ 5B>^% qq jisqt ^ qw ^'81 ^ 5qr % ^ q^q> T C t ^q:q}% qq 

q*R ?c « 3?w *ft I V q^ «Tt <!iq f ^4i i «iq JH^T fq?n # qRf ^ ^ 
I 


'<ty^ If y si ^if^qf mfK <» q^ qji^ i 
l?Eft qira Qiff^qi ^ \ w^ i 

If« ^ ^ ^ % qim If qrai ftm % qm ^ ^ \ ^ q fe qr fim 

qiqy ^ ^ qr^fiK qq% wiqr ftqr ^ t ff i '<^ 5iqft;qt ^ %\i ^ ’msK ^ qiqlr 

qfe^ % qra w, \ <tiqf^qi ^ ^ qq gq^ %«w^ ^ ^ qro q^qs r O qjwiq 

^ I qqlfe fsr 5if<5feqT qjR ?=; ^irt ^ q?R «ft, \ q«% *ft qrai % qro ^ »i% i 

q* «f% «Bt q?% % ^ ^ qqf q« aq?^ ^ If ^q<t qq 
qppir »iqf i 

?ty>* If ^e. oifM qnl' i 

fqft «Ri qy 5iq^5^ <Bt ^«r fipn qqr, ![pi If li 5[o <!iqR>qf ^ ^ %qrpn:«qfir 
^ qw ^ *i| qqk '<? mf^ ^ % qir y ^ whi fqqr ^ qra ^ »rt' i 
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^ ^ Hrrt qifi ^ f% w*t '^fWI «ira «?5 

«& 3^ flf ^OTit I k. *ft ;irar % «!«r ^ ^ i 

If j. 9ff%4r «nt • 

If ^ ^ 5 f?M «w^ ?TRn ft?ir % iTB ^ «n^ ir ^ art i ^ «f^ 
«ni^ ^ ira ^ ^ w I =: 5ifM ^ ^ ^ rrt» 

yi-kk « H »Tr4 ?8-i<=J ?np ??=; <!i^«if fli^«R If wl' i 

ISR sCT^t f^?nT If, V^. 3I^f%?lf ^ I sShc ?«• 5l^j(+^ll *11^ f^^dn If 

^ nf I 

? ?v?.^.Uy=;^rHrttf5»tolfftTgiRR^f^ift wnr^tciT *7 «»t|i 

^ 5ifPte*?f ^ ^ w Voo wn «fr*f ^ |w t • 

5I?f^ JTl^ f5|^?R If ^TRft IIIT If ^ fgf ^ Weft I «BT WW ^ft «Wrar 
WeTT W«t WJff WRT Wt ftfW^ Well | I ^ fJJ W «r^ ffPI ^ ftwl 
^iwlweft I I 

^ ’HW <t ^ fti%w If 1?^ «F^ w^wr^ft swt3ff w I If t;© jrfii%f w^ t 
15| ^ ST'??!^ *ft ^??n| Weft I ^ *ft ?5r «t (l^iT war 11 

V !inftfti%^lf»i^lf “w: wcjfn^ wn*ft5PTrt ®i?^|i^wlf^^’al|lf»iFil>^ 

ti^ «fta^5ft»ftT^5Erorlf*n»T I 

5^5%^ 5FT 5BR*F? WR 4><dWI WeH | I 

ww 

V ^ j(i 

«i ^ ^nnwj ^ m 
^4 ft w» 5P6 

«• ft *; ftJT ^ ^rwt 
^ ft ^4 aa> 

i;4 ft t a^ aia%4f ^ wiftt ^rwl 
£. ft (.4 aa; war 
U ft ? qfta^q^t 
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^ c«eiT ct H?Eft % «i^iFc Kta^ mm ^rft t • 


if 



DELHI 


BY 

Mrs* Kastttri B. Narain Hon. Gen. Secretary A.M.S.H. Delhi branch. 

As regards the present position of the prostitution in the Capital, I may mention that 
the number of prostitutes in specific brothels of G.B. Rd. and Kath Bazar, is on the decline 
V 'hile this vice is on the increase in the public localities as it is evident from the facts given 


)«low. 

No. of prostitutes in the 

No. of public 

No. of clandestine 

Year 

brothels of G.B. Rd. 

& Kath Bazar. 

localities. 

& promiscuous 

1960 

612 

10 

72i^ 

1966 

647 

5 

over 1000 


The above data was collected by the social worker of the Samiti in 1950 and later on 
in the year 1969, this data was again made up'to>date. 

The houses of vice in the Capital are located in Kath Bazar and G.B. Rd. There are 
160 rooms or shops in Kath Bazar where these prostitutes operate while at G.B. Road, there 
ate 87 flats which are occupied by the prostitutes or by the brothel keepers and 387 women 
and girls function as prostitutes in the said flats. 

As for as the question of V.D. control is concerned I have to state that there is no 
tegular system of medical check>up of these prostitutes either by the Delhi Municipal 
Committee or by the State Health Department. However there are following three 
where some facilities for V.D. patients are available 

1. V.D. Clinic, of D.M.C. at Jama-Masjid. 

2. V.D. Section, in Irwin Hospital, Delhi. 

3. V.D. Training centre, Safdarjueg Hospital, New Delhi. 





The system of registerstion of prostitutes does not exist in Delhif however police 
of the police sution concerned mainuin an un-official register for his own convenience. 

As regards the 'Rescue' scheme we may state that the main agencies for this work ate 
Police and the social workers of the Samiti. After rescuing* these girls are admitted in 
Nari Niketan which is a Government Rescue Home managed by official and non-official 
Board. Rehabilitation facilities are provided by the Home. 

Central Social Welfare Board and Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of India* has 
sanctioned an After-Care Home to the Samiti. 

Hope you will find the above iniofmation in order and Annual Report for 1956*57 is 
also enclosed herewith. 



i® if ^iFR^lfiw <aif^4T ^'jftf ^ fStT *IT I 

^ n|^ ft ^rk 

^ 9n«r s<Rn?r ^nf(ft $ i w ^nnfv fn?ir f ^ 
«ra| *Ti* flF^t % ^ girf^ WR ^JRRWT'aii^^nn^ ftv 

%spnffir ^ saifir^ % sijwi ^ an^ «5 rt irt itv crm % ^ 

«nfi5^R«rR«5^f^ifpwrsriR^RTI sRi^stn 

Hwi RKt W R^R *^BRr I 

t—1^ m ^ ’RR % 5WT ^ 35t^ S!Rk 

if^lfit^Sra^^V.4n^|^*ft^q^^W<<(T|iT^‘ l Wm^ERmif^^CT 
Rn RR <%R »RT I aRPrtt «^?iiw- io ^ sRvm; ?r :(j< ?r» # 

W«. ^ ^ «T% I ^RR ^WRI ^ SRR I I 

fenir ?RT «& 3 Rt % -^ssr ^ «i^m u «Bt srrttfiiijR if jjiki 

mr ^sru^tf »i| I fnk Rnaisnj 

RjT WR Pwe r q «i% ny %« Sfiwf «& 4t ir^ i t^Rif if ^ 5 ^ ^“ 

fiift ift I y %«ftRif fW ^nyfet 5i^t R^ I ^ if wft «Bk ^T'Ni^t ii<t^ 

«ii I % fw %« ^RR^t if ywft 5i afftiit^tti 

f-.Rm facRT I 

fitff^^fftRrIf%iRR’RRnyif^«TR^^ 

fS U l fi w kRT OTT SRlfe % ^ RTRT ^ ^ | I Rtf «lf fR ifW 

sr fRr f% ^l%!R fMrtt RRR sirtt njr rWst ^ Rj^Uy® if ^ ift Wr 

m^ 



SRR ^ If ’SPT^ If It flpff an ^'^1 'JTSR ’SRf w I I f^^*T Sf^ qW 

SRTft^Rl ^ SKT itcTT | I 

^_5R?rr wa\ ^ ^ ?F.pf i 


snrar sEt % %.g: f^f%5r 5isir snjjrr ^ ^ •'® 

JTPTI If 1^ 11 sifqqi; *rm r% *Cijt ^.^^tctt | Rf^ftoci 

«Kr4'^d^i q^E 5E^?ft ^t5i5i ?[5 ^f 4 % ^?i 5 ^ 5bt4 4.\ 11 f%';T '•; ^E^rs^if »8jRi 

SR I ^ t^ir% ^ r$iq R’JrTT 3iT^ I ^'4\ ^m ift 5 ?!’^f<5rt ^r.? 

t?c^ «?:% WA ^ *ft ^Rjft 11 n^flr qq ^wm ^ §tt ^r fir=^rR ef^t -e m «?e qrrq^E 
9*i^sT qsT ssrrlioiJT %?ir i ^q^ris^ -, ^sT^ \vj.:' ii »iRg[ i, jj-5n «ft nifip^ 

^55W q?r ^ r%^r at rt rt^T3i?%e wtt ^ q't- fh-: smR Jif% vtRri j^?[t.t»: q;t sr4Fi?fr 



^ SR^R % =5r$J ^A '?tT^15F q,F sfT^R i qR^TSl?? ?Rtr qsS if lE^Jr I CRP 

^ ^^rfsi^T ^ m i rret v r? h it ^RR't sw^wr 4TtJT% 
U^!(q< t R ^T «II 1 


R'7»=5r rr 'j^ If Rftr(% R % rr4[ mA m riVt rt«iT Rwif^ 

qyjjtjft qji qqr^i'SR i ?r?, q?^fft '<^ It hv «;? ^.i. ?fqv ^Rsf srr^ 

W3Tnr qr4 T^q^ If ^qir%T it r^' i MRqir ^^rrr «ft iriFRii TRii Rrfmsq % 

?EF qRT^f 3RI 1^ AT I 5R WA AA( -qT?^ if ^IR Rllf ^RR a> &;RR RfR^'t ^ 

?f«r AAt iREt Rft qjTRT it I iR;jnit it R5 ^'■- qftR iiqi ert-jr Teit «ft sft* 
^O ^RIR ^ RKR mW-K ^>lt ?^R RTf qifRR ^sft =qift RTfKl ^4tRR't RTIR^ 

fRR«r «ft qTRTWR STRc, qto ^ ^<31 RRT 3#! ^qqt > ifR JJ^TR f.RT^ If I 


»Tlf^ % 

fq^ RR WrIr k ^RfR RRif R ^fto ?t'- 5BT?RR[ r!^ i it ?f5rR?n 

^ sqtR?ftR f^R RT% R'^ER^it i fREg; qRii; ?Rif if 3 if rrtr' RRT R.q; 

AK. fRfr 1 qftijjR It flwRT TiRt If ®f:R % \ 

's RWrJJR ?R ivs- it ^ RtlwT ^ 5 r f??!# if ^TlRff^qi *RSR RRT 

qr? «R R«Ef^ %»TRi I fR^fif q>iit ?fqf 55 fRi srr-R || i 
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qtqr if fqqnfir 

?IT5, ^-SWR, «ro isf w® ?^T® ^^^® 

wt 5j^ I % ^inr WTM if ^rszTTO 

^jft «!rf^ 815 ?pn’ nt 11 ^if m ^ oTssTT 3»^ 5Prr fsrftjsr, 

w ^ ^ |§ ?r«rr 55KW ^ ^ siw^rr ?<3cr ^ ^ ^spirr ^ ^ rtor 

11 ^ «R ivf^ 1^ *i?r 5^ 5fcrr | % 5 R*pt ^ ?Rr g^ <w: ^ 1 

?r^ «irR 3^R <snrft q?;ft ^ 5^ ^FPft *Tf, R%f 5i«rr «*R5^ 

tf *if g%rjRT8TR?r^«iq»^^RrR[^8TtcRf^% ^ 3n?R?ft|i ^if«i*<t(^ if 
5Fld % t^RR af^ *1^ ^ I 

qRRfft art 8|%, it^ iR 8rf^ Rif^ ^8srr | ^ f%?RT «rair tt <3n?tT 11 

8J^ ^RR *ft <R rV 5[=Ea{T R SRT ^?TT | I ^ 8|R |«IT aft t ^ »»TOr ^ 

% fRRRR % qRR 'SR amsfR R%IRf aTTOT ^2 t| »i|‘ ^ RR? WIRT % aR ^ 
aswas «R qftiRf awr rr ^ 'sr! ft '3?? «FftaBR Jflft %air 1 qRag i m q ^ q aw ^ f rt 
f fir «CT RT«R Irt wr ^ «Fft ift ^ rr ^ «rT, ^ qro *Tft 

^ isai ?:r gqfftR^JRTI’Star:fft ^ arf^ spt «rRr w . k 5r«narfirR^ 

^ iQH> r ^4f w aiRRiT ft *rRR I OTft w gacT Hfqfn «nft % ft^ ^5ift 
HfftsR qtrgft^r 11 

If RSRft I % feRT Sig^ qft ^ I qa?g Bsf g^ 5KT 81^ firetR^ 
fifean afoft ^ 5aa 1% arp f@r aRRT RBR I qa?g annaf ft q=?IT I qai q?, 

airsnft aft nfftqf ft qaft^ rr qsc ftft gw fiRft | wasr ft f?i^ ft ^rFFg^ ftf 

qwaCT ftft I % qRft fRnr ft'W ar^ft'^ftqft r RRft 11 afl[ Rar w 
gw 5Rft i I aRifft 5BCf ^ ^ fftraif aft ftrft | ^ ^ <W RTqft a^ I ift 81 ^ asiRT gw 
aBT^ ftt Riarft asraRftief^Bw q^ftf fft ffts^ qswr qiRwar^f I qfttftftro 
(War qRTft ft q.^ «R ajff ^ w ft wrr qi^RR^ ^rr ^ ^r ri^cr 
ftl?aiftarRfttar^5Rr|^^gft q^ftftfftftfft^Hanhc^fft^^ RiafRqRT|ftt 
aigR qrfft aft w; jfftftwT ^ I 
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W Ir ?wr §«5r ?[T||fe sisir 

^ qf^siir 

?irw I |i? ^[ipTr ce[?i ^ ^ t’i «r?t ^jjkt *r »RnE^ ^ fis 

si^ % f5^ ^ jjlf ^ ^ «Tr^w f5»¥ ?i'5?rT 11 i 

«R% »R ;3«rr ^ ^ t 'R^ «rt ^ s . ^ 

*!R I 'srw >3^ SR^ «T^%'3IT^ ^I 3T?I W ^^cTT f I *rf^T ITJT ^5^ «Rr 
^ ft I ? 5W ^ "R ^ q^ ^ «TW!RT^ ^ | ^ stsi gq; w^r 
’TRT ^ t ?np aq» #r srq% ?raT sr ^ ^ wr |, q??5 f^R% qRr ji «r 
* ft qiR 5^ ?Rr q? sjpft I qf qft^ >jj3t jir ?r «it 4t 0 iftai 
fa a^aw ^ araar % i a|t ferfe t^auTPft ^ I «rt a? wa *f «rq^ set gaft 
aaTaaaT|?a^lfq5fta*5%fr^fi^«r?Ra^l laa % af a?:%aRaa q??t^qR?ft 
tair aaa q^ar 1 1 ?a qqa^ % saafR ^ct qqraa ^ fj? ^qar a^ara aar "aq^ qipar qsr 
caaaafa^qtti^l’T'^ai5caf f^rawR ^ srir ^ anral aama farti ig'fe 
fan f ft gff® aena qs^a i aaf % 'at swa ^t | aa% af?a«K ag t t aa% 
aa ^ fi% afaif t jr ^ 1 1 aa % qq; ’aR, gnr<t, saatt tRtanft arqt ait 
a|a f^RiTf ^ ^t^ at qtat I ^ arat aa ^ af aaa g^%f^ aag^fd 
t «iqt ^ gar ^ 11 f^at at faqa RRat at a^ ft qi% % af aat qR qfr 11 
qat agai aar qiaq; faRt a^ qf atar f ^ fa aqar ^ ak fa af ftaR 
qst frf^ ^ a q^ fa ^ ^aq at q^ 1 1 fa ^ata a art t tat a fqrkt a aRRHi 
^ «aPt I at fak srt agf^a qa^ !(t fak apfq q^a asat | afir 5 a aata t qft 
f8{ araat a? ast | at g<a af aaia faaaa q^at | % qafa arat 1 qat^ qg t fa qqa 
aaa ^ at ffea aqar aar ak «aTa a aar qar af^ | ara ta aq a qar faat 

af qkq!naa^ftaaqfr|% 8^0 afitfiasakiatt^tRa^ aratt aiaa aat aaaftftrai 
qiar ^ aftq ^ g# at qas ^it at# a qra qrt qaiar ga atq atat qgt 1 1 af at 
fisqft at araa SRT aqt aa ^ qnat at gatt aqt aar aaq^ qar aqt a ^sjRal 
aiara t att t ? qat t atara a g^ t ? ftaR a at a atat a a^ ^ | qFaif% aa^ 
^^taf 4tat^qtar ttfqqftl^afaaiaraqaafttarataa aa ^qfta 
^ arqar qrttq aa aft ^laar q%ai aa swgf^a aiaat srj garat gai aa ar %aa aa qna 
$ % I ^raqft qartaftaat^laqra^atfli ara: fa aa aa^ a gq«faT qq 
qanit ^ a«fr at I afi[ fa fss ata a ^ qft faaR qsq aa at fak anafta it 
ai^ aRaar faiqr am a fta r a 1 1 aar ft af ftaR at fait a ait a at ta aaar 
aafakf 5 kaaafqBr,^a%^fat»nar ^ qf taat «tqat fa atq ^ aart a aa 
%r awr t attar at ^ sraat r«at f^ aq qf t • 
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«i?t: mr R I f^=^R ^ i 

^ sTfs-kT t R; T^siw^ ^^irt rw^ #4r R«=?r rfr f^?r 5^f 
% V ^R wr I ^T ^ if^'^IR 11 

sr^r R ’$3[ ^TtPT ^=srR rj^spr ojjrb ^^rft f f^RR f^r^ ^ w?sr % «T^?ft^ jrtxi 
RT^r-^f -Tt ^5^irir% R 5cwr ^ r% :— 

t7?iT % kg ^’Eji ^ ^r, gR% Rf^ If «sft^ 

%rr^ ?i»-TT ■2!TiT RT%rT ^ k gf ^ r^^pr swrr «r^ ?:it 11 


if nffff siTFTfft I R^'iiR ^r «t^i, f^r^ ^pHT^ir '^t ^r»h %«rei ^ 
^5nT?rr k ^B^qroj w>f ?:5T t, ^7 f 4?! 5 -^ 1 % ir jtr ^ 

ii iscif^iir fir *7^ k '-k 'i I fa:^<t ?f^r Ri^rr-i^ « ^-SRi if Rt sr-m % 

sqf^l isr s.J'^ k I f^?iR R<;*r< ^^*ls ki*ft 5t—eiw: sqfe-if SRI ^rir ^ ?ii 

qi5ifir«r|+,i 5r^Hr 'ic^r ia'-?! 4i k 1 

'<. Rf^t Rf^ft srrjftqr g=qfd4i 'ir Rim-Rirlr i if sr^ w if 

fqsW qRR Ml<if g'^i '-fcl ^ 11 

?>. ?Ri liSWRiif R qntl ^ ifflRt R ^ SIIR 511% ^ RiR t <^t?SR, 
g«^3T, ^iTlfiR, RIC<t ^ 7 , ?0;fq%R, frV-fjfRiR, R^I5I, ^RTSRI^W, 5:RRR, 

RR^gC, RTRIRI Rgjt ?R PTRf if Rr'^Tq^.l % r%R *?^ RT fRg=FB fiRI RfRT 
RT^ I ^.'Jl R Rlf%R RI^RiR ^'t RR Rl '^R Rt ^FR^: RTR 4l*^r • 

■ 4 . qf? f^Rt ^-^fR; i fqqq if ^gf f?lRJRR R5RiT5: R'^P q^ ^ RRRit STIR ^- 

IPI?B RI^R I 

M. R2:RI Rff RTR 'R RRPT fRi^R JRtR R^R f5nRrRR if ^IRT Rlf^RT 5F^% RTR 

Ri% Rt ?R RT| p gRiaqi r RR?f 1 1 

K. ?R f%Ri ^A RIRf RfRRT gf^ if f^R? % RT 5R srqJT^ % 5BIR «I RR 
RR% ^RT RIRT RT^ I 

fR% R Rip RTSf RTR RY RTR R f^R^ iCo RR R RTTg 5n5ft qRRRT R l fe ^ -P PRI 
« RR R RTTRS Rfg RTRt 4f % RT ^ RR% RTR RTR RRT STRTR, R5?TR RRTRZRlO % ^- 
^iftRT ^RTT^ |R RRTRJ RR ^1% RTf^ I 


140 



w». ?ir ^ It ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

<r?raRr 5j;n f^?r ^er^o It sir | fenft «RrfSr I? «r??: 

^ssn^ I 

=:. ?!T cT-iir sqr^^wt ^ qr^r: ^ ^ ^ gipft 

*9T^, *Ri% »r%§r, flr^t'i^src * 1 ?^^ 'r^cftn »ifire «T5r «i^ «w^ trt ^ 

ainpc ^i^ir ^ifq ^ '^f^jft 1 

t. «j?Tf^, ^sf ^Rir 5t ijt, ^r ?n5 .9Ri«rT q^ ^ ^ 

»rqW 11 

?o. ^ »15SIT^5q% ^ JBW 

f 3iTq»t srf^ %% ^ ?ricc srr’i Him n^-ir mrii h ifr'Tsc f qfr qf^rR 
^ 5RT giHt fe «it^ mm *r ^it nrft^R ^ 

»#5iT# ?ir ^ifn-TT# ^ Hm 11 

\ . . 

'<t q^Hmran ^^'t n|,«rraf^grw 

^RR HHI? 'JK d?ft I 

'<». «rq^ H ^5prt 5p^ grrHi €tf ^ R% hc^ ^t ^ ftRr.mwt 
’sn^ ^ ^ir «Br qiCt !i ^=sr ^ • 

'<h ^ q?rt ^ % ^rt%si ^ qfr| % %% f5«^ ^ ^155 

SIT ^ q?irr ^ g?? ^ii% hrit f^teri ^ Hift % qac^rRi fit«S!ft 

• iT 

5^ iRtHT I fti HmiR gisrTr 5^mnT # ^ |^ 5«iq^^i%rft ^th% q4?ft«i 
«mr W'T !^rflr«f?Tf q»t ^r ^ h% ?fr^ ?;?% ten siii«tr ?r«n sq- 
sRiiH # w !?if^ ^ii %’«r sir H% I 



6th All-India Conference on Moral & Social Hygiene 

( A Summary of Proceedings ) 

The 6th AlMndia Conference on moral & Social Hygiene in India was held at 
Ahmedabad for three days on 31st Jan., 1st & 2nd Feb. 53. This Conference was inaugurated 
by H. E. the Rt. Hon’ble Sri Prakasa, the Governor of Bombay and presided over by Smt. 
Violet Alva, Deputy Home Minister Govt, of India. 

About 150 delegates and observers from all parts of India attended. The branches 
of the A.M.S.H.I. at Agra, Bombay, Lucknow, Mysore, Patna, Chandigarh, Delhi, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Central Social Welfare Board, Social Welfare Department U.P., 
Peoples Welfare Society Hyderabad, Salvation Army, Orissa State Social Welfare Board, 
Kerala, State Social Welfare Board, National Council of Women in India, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences, Bombay Presidency Women’s Council, Bombay, Trust, Kamubala Sahkariya 
Udyogi Vikas Mandir Ltd., Stri Rang Cheep Sankari Mandal (BARODA), Congress Mahila 
Saniaj, Mahila Parishad, Lohana Mahila Samaj were all represented. 

All the arrangements for the Conference were made by the Samasta Gujrat Samajik 
Sanstha Madhyastha Mandal, Sbri Raojibhai Manibhai Patal was the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee and Smt. Pushpavati Mehta, Shri Prabhudas B. Patwari Shri Pannahl 
Jhavri and Smt. Udayprabha Mehta were the Secretaries. The guests were accomodated 
at the residence of various notable residents of Ahmedabad who had offered to play as 
hosts to small groups of delegates. 

First day’s proceedings ( 31 . 158 ) 

After breakfast the delegates were registered at Vikas Griha, the venue of the 
Conference. The inaugural session which commenced at 3.30 p.m. was held at Premabhai 
Hall. The Governor Shri Sri Prakasa Ji was receivod by Dr. Sushila Nayar, Mr. Shakuntla 
Lall, Mrs. Violet Alva, Mrs. Pushpavati Mehta, Mrs. Sarladevi Sarabhai and Shri Prabhudas 
B, Patwari. The proceeding started with a welcome song by the students of the Andh Kanya 
Vidyalaya. Several messages wishing success to the Conference were received from the 
President Dr. Rajindra Prasad, Vice-President, S. Radhakrishnan, the Prime Minister, 
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, ipost of Union Ministers, Governors dr Chief Ministers, Smt. Indira 
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6 aDdbi, Smt. Rameshwari Uthtu and others. Shri t^annalal jhaveri read out the mcmgcft 
of the President, Vice-President, Prime Minister, the Home Minister and Smt. Rameshwari 
Nehru and mentioned the others. 

Messages were followed by an address of welcome by Shri Raojibai Manibhai Patel. 
The inaugural speech was delivered by His Excellency the Rt. Hon'ble Sri Prakasa, the 
Governor of Bombay, who was requested by Dr. Sushila Nayar the President of the 
Association to inaugurate the Conference. 

The Hony. Gen. Secretary, Mrs. Shakuntla Lall then presented her report on the 
work done by the A.M.S.H.I. during tlie period under review and also explained the working 
of the programme of the A.M.S.H I. through its Sub-Committees in Delhi and appealed for 
cooperation amongst Women's Organisation in the work of A.M.S.H.I. a field of common 
interest for all of them. 

The Presidential address was then delivered by Smt. Violet Alva^ the President of 
the 6th Conference. She gave the example of Russia, China and Czechoslovakia where the 
unfortunate women have been lifted up from houses of ill fame and shame to a state respectable 
citizenship. She quoted Gandhi ji saying '*of ail the evils for which man has made himself 
responsible, none is so degrading, so shocking or so brutal as his abuse of the better half of 
humanity, to me the female sex, not the weaker sex." She laid stress on the Institution of 
family and the role of Police and suggested that the domestic servants should be registered. 

The session terminated at 5 p.m. after a vote of thanks from Shri Prabhudas 
B. Patwari and the singing of the National Anthem. 

At 6.1 P.M. the Governor Shri Sri Prakasa ji, gave a reception to all the delegates 
and participant of the Confeience. At night Irom 8-30 to 10-30 p.m. a cultural programme 
consisting of folk dances Bharat Netyam was presented at Premabhai Hall. The programme 
was presented by Mrs. Mirnalini Sarabhai and Vikas Vidyalaya and other ladies Organisations. 

1st February 1958 

The business session commenced at 9 a.m. All the delegates were introducd to one 
another. This was followed by a seminar on the present position of prostitution and 
programme for its elimination. The discussion was initiated by Dr. Sushila Nayar who 
presented the problem in a comprehensive manner and laid stress on the fact that an ail out 
effort against prostitution as a whole was necessary and the talk of graduaism and distinction 
between individual prostitution and brothels gave opportunity to evil doers to escape from 
the clutches of law. Dr. Ratnamma Isaac, Mr. Pooran Chand Advocate from Agra, 
Mrs, M. Sundaram ffom CalcutU and Pr. Mrs. Camilla Da Costa from Bombay read their 
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riMipeoftive papers ne^^t. . It was followed by a lively discussion in which Smt. Jyotahaa Shah, 
Ijlrs., DeSai Mr, M.M« Thapar., Mra. Dutt, Mrs. Malustak, Scrt. Sarlaben* Sbeth, 

Smt. Jaishriben Raji and Smt. Charuben took part. 

' Lunch was served after which the Resolution Drafting Committee sat to draft the 
re^Iutiona.. The rest of the delegates were taken out for sight seeing. 

The afternoon session started at 3-30 p.m. with a paper from Smt. Pushpavati Mehta 
and Dr. Anklesaria on prostitution in general and how from scientific point of view woman 
was fitted to be a mother from attachment to one man and be the pivot of the family. Dr. 
Mrs. D.D. Cbacko and Mrs. M M. Desai read paper.-? on Sex Education and Student 
Counselling Programme. It was followed by a discussion in which. Srnt.-. Pushpavati 
Mehta, Mrs. Ur.millaben Shah Parinben Narriman and Shri Gatulal Dhru took part. 
Dr. W. Mathiir and Mr. J.P. Gupta then read papers on V.D. which was followed by a 
disscussion. Mrs. Chacko and Mrs. Idgunj from Poona participated. The next paper on 
Legal Aspect of the programme of the A.M.S H.I. was read by Mr. K. Shanker Nigam and 
KJp..Prabhudas B. Patwari. It was followed by a discussion in which Mr. Rainesh Chander,- 
Mr* Dutta and Mr. J.P. Gupta took part. 

Mrs. Violet Alva, the President of the Conference then wounded up the days 
proceeding by saying that no amount ofeffort or money is enough until society is ready to 
remove the iron curtain between the fallen and respectable sisters. She said that marriage 
had been made an institution of mockery by some people and it was for the women to remove 
prostitution and the commercialisation of what could not be valued in. terms of money. 

he girls and women run a great risk when they go to offices and face many difficulties. 
Men condemn the women who fall in the force of these difficulties and it is for every woman 
tovfaoe the challenge. 

After the President’s concluding remarks, a social film MAA (unmarried mother) was 

shown. 

After the dinner, the delegates from Bombay, Kerala, Orissa, U,P. & Bihar met and 
discussed about the opening of new branches. 

2nd February 1958 

i. • On the third and last day. in the absence of the President of the Conference 
Mfrf. Violet Alva; Dr. Sushila Nayar requested Mrs, Prakashwati Sad, Deputy Minister Social 
Department, U.P. to preside. The proceeding started with reports from all the 
bfi^knches A^M.S'.H.I. The reports were read in the following order :— 

it, i.I- All-JScngal Women Union by Mrs.^M. Sundemnu ^ r,£.. / ;-* rt'■: ^ ^ . 



2. Agra by Dr. Roshan Singh Sodhi. 

3. Bombay by Dr. Mrs. Camilla Da Costa. 

4. Lucknow by Mrs. Dutt 

5. Mysore by Dr. Mrs. Rateamma Isaac 

6 . Patna by Mrs. Bhattacharya 

7. Chandigarh by Mrs. Pushpa Gujral 

8 . Delhi by Mr. Ramesh Chander 

9. Smt. Premvati Thapar representative of the Central Social Welfare Board then 
Informed that the C.S.W.B. was opening 80 homes in big states and 330 shelters 
in the districts. It had sanctioned 30 homes and 90 shelters for this year. 

The reports were followed by a general discussion. Mr. Keshotal Balia, 
Smt. Salradevi sarabhai and Smt. Premvati Thapar. Smt. Pushpavati Mehta, fSmt. Jaishri Raiji, 
Mrs. Sarlaben Seth, Smt. Jyotshna Shah, Mrs. Prakashwati Sud, Shri Ramesh Chander and 
Dr. Sushila Nayar took part in the discussion and several important points were brought out 
and suggestion made for better working of the Homes and Distt. Shelters. 

During the course of proceeding Norris, Deputy High Cmmissioner U.K. also came 
and said a few words wishing the Conference success and stressed the significance of the 
difficult and fundamental problem which was to be faced in every country. 

The recomendations were then taken up. The first three resolutions were moved 
by Dr. Sushila Nayar from the Chair and passed unanimously. The other resolutions were then 
up. The order of the resolution with the name of the proposer and seconder are enclosed 
taken There was a lively discussion on each resolution. The names participants in the discussion 
on each resolution are also given. Mrs. Pushpavati Mehta wanted to put forth a resolution 
on Illegitimate motherhood and the place of abortion in such cases. But due to lack of 
time she withdrew it for the next Conference. 

In the end Dr. Sushila Nayar moved a resolution thanking the Reception Committee 
which was seconded by Mrs. Shakuntla Lall. All the resolutions were unanimously passed. 

After the conclusion of the proceedings, there was a big lunch party given by the 
Reception Committee to all those people who had played host to the delegates. This was 
followed by a Press Conference by the President of the Association Dr. Sushila Nayar. A 
group photo of all the delegates was taken. The delegates were then taken around the town 
to see the famous places of Ahmedabadt 
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Resolutions passed at the Sixth All India Conference 
on Moral aud Social Hygiene in India 


I. TheSixth Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene in India expresses its deep 
sense of sorrow at the untimely demise of Shrimati Hannah Sen, a Vice-President of the 
Association for Moral and Social Hygiene and a veteran social worker. The Conference 
places on record its sincere appreciation of the services rendered by Mrs. Sen to A.M.S.H.I. and 
to the cause of women and children in general. 

Proposed by Dr. Sushila Nayar, President A.M.S.H.L 

Passed unanimously. 

II. The Sixth Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene places on record its deep 
appreciation of the valuable services rendered by Shrimati Rameshwari Nehru as the President 
of A.M.S.H.I. for the last 10 years and their gratitude for her continuing to take interest in 
the work of the Association as a member of its Executive Committee. 

Proposed by Dr. Sushila Nayar President, A.M.S.H.I. 

Passed unanimously. 

III. The Sixth Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene wishes to record its sense 
of gratitude for the untiring services rendered by Mrs. Humayun Kabir as the Honorary 
General Secretary of A.M.S.H.I. for the last 10 years and its satisfaction that her services will 
be available to the Association as one of its Vice-Presidents. 

Proposed by Dr. Sushila Nayar President, A.M.S.H.I. 

Passed unanimously. 

IV. (a) The Sixth Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene thanks the Parliament 
and the Union Government for passing the Suppression of Immoral TraflBc in Women and 
Girls Act, 1966 (Act. No. 104 of 1966), and urges the Govt, of India to take all steps for ite 
early and simultaneous implementation throughout India, 
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(b) This Conference urges the State Governments to formulate rules and regulations 
and to set up the necessary machinery for the immediate implementation of this Act. 

(c) This Conference urges the Union and State Governments to constitute immediate¬ 
ly special and independent police cadres with special training in social work, rescue and vigi¬ 
lance work, with a majority of women police for the effective implementation of the Act, and 
to appoint non-official advisory committees of Social workers whose advice should be followed 
by the special police officials on all questions of general importance relating to this Act. 

(d) This Conference urges the Union and State Goverments to constitute separate 
courts, with women magistrates as far as possible, to deal with all cases arising out of the 
application of this Act. 

(e) This Conference urges the Union and State Governments to appoint panels of 
social workers to assist the magistrates in dealing with cases arising out of this Act. 

Proposed by Shri Prabhudas B. Patwari 

Seconded by Smt. Hemlata, discurred by Mrs. M. Sunderam. 

Passed unanimously. 

V. The Sixth Conference on Moral & Social Hygiene appeals to all women’s organi¬ 
zations in the country to co-operate with the A M.S.H.I. and chalk out a co-ordinated pro¬ 
gramme for the suspression of Immoral Traffic in women and children and the eradication 
of prostitution. 

Proposed by Smt. Sarladevi Sarabhai 

Seconded by Mrs. M. Sundarani. 

Passed unanimously. 

VI. The Sixth Conference on Moral & Social Hygiene urges its branches and the 
affiliated organisations to take up the work of student counselling in all earnestness. 

Proposed by Mrs. M.M. Desai. 

Seconded by Mrs. Leela P. Menon 

Passed unanimously. 

VII. The Sixth Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene urges the State Govern¬ 
ments and the Local bodies to make veneral diseases notifiable and to open V.D. control 
clinics at all health centres and other suitable places, with trained social workers to help 
the doctors in tracing and treating victime of veneral diseases in a confidential manner. 
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Proposed by Dr. Ratnamma Isaac. 
Seconded by Dr. Camilla Da Costa 
Passed unanimously. 


VIII. 1. The Conference urges the Central Social Welfare Board to provide each 
reception centre and home with : 

(a) Clinics for Veneral diseases: 

(b) gainful occupation which should facilitate normal and early rehabilitation of the 
inmates ; and 

(c) arrangement for children below the age of 6, in the Home or Shelter itself, and 
for older children in other local institutions, and the financial liability should be 
borne by the budget of the Home/Shelter for at least the period for which the 
mother is in the charge of the Home. 

Proposed by Smt. Jaishri Rai Ji 

Seconded by Smt. Bina Dey 

Passed unanimously. 

2. The Conference draws the attention of the Central Social Welfare Board to the 
unsatisfactory condition of women, single or with dependents, of low income 
group and requests the C.S.W.B. to take up the question of reserving a certain 
percentage of houses built for low-income group in the Second Five-Year Plan. 

Proposed by Smt. Premvati Thapar 

Seconded by Smt. Pushpavati Mehta 

Passed unanimously 

IX. The Sixth Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene places on record its deep 
gratitute to the citizens and social workers of Ahemdabad in general and the reception com¬ 
mittee and office bearers and staff of Vikas Griha and Bharat Sewak Samaj in particular for 
the excellent arrangements made for the Conference and the care and hospitality extended to 
the delegates from all over India. 

Proposed by Dr. Sushila Nayar 

Seconded by Mrs. Shakuntla Lall 

Passed unanimously. 
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Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India 

26tli Annual Report 


InroductioM : 

This report of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India covers the period 
Ist April 1955 to 31st March. 1956 

The normal activities of the Association were carried on inspite of financial and other 
difficulties. The appointment of the Advisory Committee on Moral and Social Hygiene by 
the Central Social Welfare Board brought strength and confidence in the workers as the 
A.M.S.H.I. during the 28 years of its life had been fighting single handed for its ideals. 
Tiie Committee travelled extensively and helped to carry forward the message and work of 
the A.M.S.H.I. into remote corners of the country. Its recommendations have already 
started influencing the Government policy with regard to the solution of many of the problem 
of moral and social hygiene. During the year the Hony. Genl. Scretary mostly remained 
busy with the work of this Committee. 

The 6ih all-India Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene held at Jaipurin January 56 
was a great success. The Presidential address delivered by Smt. Durgabai Deshmukh 
was most encouraging and the A.M.S.H I. envisaged bright prospects. 

Meetings : Six meetings of the Executive Committee were held during the period 
under review : on 21st April. 1st August 18th October. 15th December in 1956 and 6th 
February and 29th March in 1966. The attendance at these meetings was encouraging and 
the members took keen interest in the progress of the work of the A.M.S H.L 

Financial Position : The A.M.S.H.I. has been seriously handicapped in its work on 
account of financial difficuly. 

The Association began its activities on 1st April 1965 with a balance of Rs. 1920-10-1 
in the general fund and a sum of Rs. 5,370-16-6 as balance from the grant-in-aid for 1953-54. 
We received no grant-in-aid for the period 1st AprU 1964 to 30th 1965 and therefore 
had to continue our activities from the balance of the grant-in-aid for 1963-54 (the 2nd 
instalment of which was received in March |1955) and the subscription and donations from 

the public. 
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The Central Social Welfare Board sanctioned a grant-in-aid of Rs. 13,000/- for the 
period 1st July 1955 to 31st March 1956 and released it in to last week of February 1956. 
In the absence of reserve fund the A.M.S.H.I. found it very difiScult to cover its dav 
to day expenditure even. Kowever the Association is deeply grateful to the Central Social 
Welfare Board for the above mentioned grant and our donors and members for their contribu¬ 
tions. Without this financial assistance from the C.S.W.B, and our friends the work of the 
A.M.S.H.I. would have come to a stand still. 

Hony, Auditors : Messrs A.F. Furguson & Co. have very kindly continued to give 
their generous help in auditing the accounts of the A.M.S.H.f. The Committee wishes to 
record with gratitude its sincerest thanks for this assistance. 

In February 1956 the Hony. Genl. Secretary had to leave India on account of her 
daughter’s illness at Oxford. She is expected to be back in July 1956. During her absence 
the Hony, Asstt. Secretary has been carrying on the work of the Association with the help 
and guidance of a senior member of the Executive Committee. 

Affiliations ; The A.M.S.H.I. has continued its affiliation to the International 
Abolitionist Federation. Geneva. 

In India the A.M.S.H,!. is affiliated to the Indian Conference of Social Work and 
National Council of Women in India. It has also very close relations with the All India 
Women’s Conference. 

The Social Hygiene Association of Hyderabad got affiliated with the A.M,S.H.I. 
Its President, Dr. Hai, made a valuable contribution at the 5th all-India Conference held 
at Jaipur. The films on Human Reproduction System sent by the Social Hygiene Association 
were screened at the Conference and weie much appreciated by all* 

Branches : Two new branches of the Association have been started this year. 

BOMBAY 

The long awaited Branch in Bombay started working from October 1955. It has 
a strong Executive Committee under the Chairmanship of Mrs. John Mathai, Dr. Mrs. 
Camilla da Costa is its Hony. Genl. Secretary. Many social workers in Bombay are taking 
keen interest in making its programme successful. 
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JAIPUR 

Rajasthan Branch of the A.M.S.H.I. started working just before the 6th All India 
Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene with Mrs. Indubala Sukhadia as Chairman and 
Mrs, Sharda Bhargava as Hony. Genl- Secretary and Organiser. This branch has enrolled 
a large number of members, and has done spade work for starting rescue and rehabilitation 
of women and girls. 

Our other branches in Bihar, Mysore, Delhi; Punjab, Agra, Meerut and Lucknow 
are steadily expanding their scope of activities. 

BIHAR 

The Bihar Branch continued its activities on a normal basis in the 1st half of the year 
but later its work suffered due to paucity of funds aids and a number of charges in the office¬ 
bearers. 


This branch paid due attention to publicity and an article on the aims and objects 
and work of the A.M.S.H.I. written by its President, Miss B. Dey appeared in the 'Search¬ 
light’, The Asstt. Organising Secretary visited Arrah, Gaya and Muzzafarpur and created 
grounds for a survey and data collection regarding prostitution. A survey of the prevailing 
conditions in Patna city regarding brothels and houses of ill repute was undertaken. 

The Advisory Committee on Moral and Social Hygiene on its visit to Bihar was 
assisted in its work- A meeting of social workers and visits to the local institutions and 
brothels were arranged. The President, Miss Dey, accompanied the Committee. The 
Committee visited 'Shil pash ram’, a Home which this Branch had been running and apprecia¬ 
ted its work. This Home had to be closed as the financial aid which the Bihar Branch had 
been getting from Patna Municipal Corporation slopped after the transfer of its Chief 
Administrator, Mr. Mukherjee, who was a staunch supporter of our cause. Appeals to 
Education Department, Industrial and Social Welfare Board and the Mayor also did not 
help. The inmates were sent to their relatives and a few were permanently rehabilitated. 
Two of the inmates got employed as teachers in an Industrial Training School. The Office 
bearers of this Branch being keenly interested in the welfare of women and children have 
continued their efforts in spite of all these difficulties and we hope that their labour will not 
go in vain and this Branch will again gain strength in the near future. 

MYSORE 

The Mysore Branch is the oldest of all the Branches of the A.M.S.H.L It celebrated 
its Silver Jubilee in 1953. It has been running a Home ‘Abhaya Ashram and Orphanage’ 
for the rescued women and children and during the last 20J years 1,266 women, girls and 
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children passed through this Home* So far medical treatment for V. D* and other diseases 
was being arranged in the Government Hospital but now this Branch has decided to have 
its own Nursing Staff and to give medical aid to the inmates in the Ashram. They have 
approached the Health Department for a grant for this purpose. 

During the period 1-1-55 to 31-8-55 this Branch launched 473 cases for breach of 
the Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act, of which 468 were convicted and 5 arc pending 
trial. A number of girls, who were carrying on prostitution in the Hotels were recovered 
with the help of the police. They were given shelter in the Ashram and medical aid was 
extended to them as most of them were suffering from V. D, 

This Branch maintains an experienced and resident staff in the Ashram to look 
after the inmates and train them. The inmates do their own cooking, washing and other 
domestic work and in leisure hours gardening also. They arc given training in weaving, 
sewing, mat-making, knitting, dyeing, spinning and printing of cloth in addition to Rs. 3 
Baby craft is also taught and the inmates have brought up many motherless children. The 
handicrafts made by the inmates have a good market in Mysore. 

In addition to its work for the victims of immoral traffic this Branch has also taken 
up other welfare activities. It has opened a Milk Centre where pregnant women and 
children are given milk and medically examined once a week. It has also opened a Nursery 
School for the children in the Ashram (illegitimate children whose mothers have left them) 
and other children in the locality and have started a Children’s Club also. 

The Mysore Branch will soon have a building of its own. With the generous 
contribution of Rs. 15,000/- from the Government and donations they have already built 
the front Administrative Block which for the present will house the Nursery School, Milk 
Centre, a Creche and the office. 


DELHI 

The Delhi Branch of the A.M.S.H.I. known as Nari Raksha Samiti was started in 
1949. During the period 1949-55 the Samiti recovered 630 girls from the brothels and the 
hands of the traffickers and rehabilitated 597. The remaining 33 girls were handed over 
to the Delhi State Government, when it took over the administration of Nari Niketan —a 
Home which the Delhi Branch had been running upto 16th January 1955. After handing 
over of the Nari Niketan the Samiti continued rescue work and recovered 23 girls, but 
concentrated much on publicity, the organisation of its work and data collection. 

The Samiti carries on its work through the Sub-Committees known as Central Zonal 
Committee. Zonal Committees and Publicity Sub-Committee. Dr- Yudhvir Singh, Health 



Minister, Delhi State is the President of the Central Zonal Committee. There are 30 zonal 
committees. The Samiti has a plan to start atleast 50 more. Each zone has its own incharge 
and approximately 200 persons are attached with all these zonal committees. The work of 
these committees is to make a survey of the places of prostitution and the persons running 
them and to help the unfortunate sisters in consultation with the Central Zonal Committee. 

The Publicity Sub-Committee has as its members the Editors and Representatives 
of all the leading newspapers printed in the Capital. The work of this Committee is to 
acquaint the public with the work of the Nari Raksha Samiti and to create public opinion 
against commercialised vice. 

The Samiti has now decided to organise periodical exhibitions in the different zones 
and to hold Conventions to impart knowledge regarding the causes and results of prostitution 
and to make the public aware of the dangers of V.D. and the advisability of early and complete 
treatment through proper channels, The 1st Convention has been fixed for Saturday the 
7th April 1956. Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant will be the chief guest. 

The data collected by the Samiti so far has revealed that whereas number of inmates 
in the brothels of Delhi has decreased, clandestine prostitution is on the increase. The 
Samiti has therefore decided to give impetus to its work with the help and co-operation of 
other welfare organisations in the Capital. 


PUNJAB 

The Punjab Branch of the A.M.S.H.I. was established in Chandigarh (Punjab) on 
24-10-54 with Mrs. Bhimsen Sachar as President and Mrs. D. C. Lall as Hony. Genl. Secretary 
They launched a compaign for collection of funds and approximately Rs. 13,500/- were 
collected as donations and membership subscriptions, the major portion of which was spent 
towards the organisation of the 4th all-India Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene. 

In February 1955 this branch requisitioned the services of Smt. Lilavati Sialkoti, a 
Social Worker attached to Nari Raksha Samiti to take over the charge of a Home which 
it proposed to run in Jullundur for recovered women and girls. Smt. Lilavati was relieved 
and she is now running a Home with the help of a small staff in Jullundur. The Punjab 
Branch has Sub-Branches in all the districts of Punjab but due to financial difficulty, they 
have for the present decided to confine their activities to Jullundur only. 

U. P. 

AGRA 

The Agra Branch has considerably strengthened its position during the course of 
this year Its Sub-Committecs^Legal, Rescue Home, Family Counselling, Survey and 
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Publicity are fairly active. The Legal Sub-Committee approached the U. P. Government 
and the District authorities for enforcement of all the sections of the U. P. Suppression of 
Immoral Traffic Act. It helped in the recovery of 30 minor girls from the brothels who 
had to be released on bail for want of a rescue home. This Committee has drawn a 
comprehensive scheme for starting a Rescue Home in Agra and have submitted a memoran¬ 
dum on the subject to the U.P. Government. Due to the efforts of this Committee the 
Red Light Area of Agra was declared a prohibited area by the Agra Municipal Board; though 
no action was taken to enforce prohibition. The Administrator, Agra Board agreed to open 
a Moral and Social Hygiene Department in the Board and has submitted a scheme to the 
U. P. Government. 

The Survey Sub-Committee of this Branch collected valuable data regarding the 
number of prostitutes, their age groups, economic position etc., and submitted a memorandum 
on its basis to the Advisory Committee on Moral and Social Hygiene. The Family Counsel¬ 
ling Sub-Committee has done the spade work for starting a Family Counselling Centre, were 
free advice on family planning would be given. The Publicity Sub-committee has receieved 
generous support of the local and mofussal press. 

Our Lucknow and Meerut branches are not still well established due to several 
reasons. Contribution by conducting a survey of the conditions of life for women engaged 
in prostitution in the city of Lucknow and the Meerut Branch organised a seminar and an 
Exhibition last year. Now that Mrs. K. Dutt, Field Consultant, Lucknow Branch has been 
relieved of her duties as Secretary of the Advisory Committee on Moral and Social Hygiene, 
we hope that she will recognise the Lucknow Branch. Efforts are akso being made to push 
the work of Meerut Branch. 

The A.M S.HJ. has continued her contact with the Ashoka Ashram, Kalsi, Distt. 
Dehradun, the most important function of which is to root out the evil of prostitution from 
the people of Tehrigarhwal and Kinnar Pradesh. Social customs combined with econonuc 
distress lead these simple folk into the snares of traffickers and large number of women 
are brought the cities to fill the ranks of brothels. The Ashoka Ashram has adopted both 
a preventive and constructive programme of work for the solution of this difficult problem. 

Activities : 

Education: The A.M.S.H.l. has made a substantial contribution in this field 
during this year. At the request of the Ministry of Education the Education Sub-Committee 
of the A M. S. H. I. deputed some of its members to prepare an outline for instruction in 
Moral and Social Hygiene as envisaged in the Memorandum submitted to the Ministry in 
1964. The Committee discussed in detail the contents of the syllabus and submitted it to 
the Ministry of Education for examination in May 1966. We were infprmed that the aame 



had been circulated to the State Governments for their opinion. The Ministry has again 
been requested to let us know the comments of the State Governments at their earliest 
convenience. 

At the recommendation of the Education Sub-Committee the subject 'Importance of 
Imparting Sex Education to the Youth’ was included in the programme for the 5th all-India 
Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene. In spite of the fact that this topic was for the 
first time discussed at an open platform the delegates took an active part in tlie discussions. 
Dr. D.D. Chacko, Mrs. Raja Ram and Dr. Hai from Hydarabad contributed thoughtful and well 
considered papers. Films on human reproduction system were screened and the audience 
showed great interest in the subject. 

Student Counselling Programme : The A.M.H.S.I. was in a position to start Student 
Counselling programme this year as the Central Social Welfare Board sanctioned a sum of 
Rs. 3,000Z- for the purpose. 16 lectures were delivered in the different colleges of Delhi by 
Dr. D. D. Chacko, Dr. Mrs. Raja Ram and Mr. Eliot Chand. The lecuiures were made in¬ 
teresting with the help of models and charts. There was good response from the students 
who asked for books on Sex Education to have a detailed information on the subject. The 
Education Sub-Committee therefore requested Dr. D.D. Chacko and Dr. Mrs. Raja Ram 
to write small books with illustrations for Teachers and Students separately. The *Hand 
books on Sex Education* are now ready for circulation. The A.M S.H.I. is greatful to 
Dr. Chacko and Dr. Mrs, Raja Ram for preparing the script for the above manuals within 
a short period of a month only, and for foregoing the cost of the script as the amount earmarked 
for the purpose had to be paid to the printers. 

Legislation : The Legislation Sub-Committee of the A.M.S.H.I. went through the 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Bill as introduced in Parliament by the Home Minister in 
1954, and felt that a number of amendments were still required. It therefore decided to 
have an open discussion on the Bill at the 5th all-India Conference on Moral and Social 
Hygiene. This topic was therefore included in the Conference programme and Mr. V. V. 
Shastrj, OflScer on Special duty Planning Commission, Mr. Bipin Bchari Lall, Advocate and 
Mr. J.P. Gupta, Chief Probation Officer, Delhi State were requested to write papers. 
Mr. Gupta could not submit his paper, Mr. Shastri and Mr. Bipin Behari Lall wrote well 
thought papers and gave valuable suggestions. They took active part in the discussion at the 
Conference. 

The 6th all-India Conference decided to urge upon the Central Government to 
expedite the passage of the Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Girls Bill pending 
before Parliament and authorised the Central Executive Committee to prepare a note based 
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on the suggestions of the delegates and submit it to the Ministry of Home Affairs. The dele¬ 
gates were requested to send their suggestions to the Central Office. The Legislation Sub- 
Committee with Mrs. Hannah Sen in the Chair discussed in detail the suggestions made by 
the delegates and requested Mr. V.V. Shastri (who was co-opted as a member of the 
Legislation Sub-Committee) to draw a note on the basis of the recommendations of the 
Committee for submission to the Ministry of Home affairs. Mr. Shastri took great pains in 
preparing the note and the same was submitted to the Home Ministry. The Committee is 
grateful to Mr. Shastri for his help and cooperation. 

Health 

The Executive Committe of the A.M.S.H.I. at its meeting held on 3rd August 1965, 
showed great concern over the increasing incidence of V. D. in the country, and requested the 
Health Sub-Committee to take steps to combat V. D. The Sub Committee found that the 
patients do not want to attend V. D. Clinics owing to shame and fear of social ostracism. 
The member felt that Confidential V. D. treatment was essential as it gave the patient a 
sense of anonymity and protection from public prejudice. The Committee decided to make 
arrangement of V. D. patients. 

The Health Sub-Committee also felt it essential to make the public aware of the 
dangers of V.D. and the advisability of early and complete treatment through proper channels. 
It decided to put posters on V. D, in and around public wash rooms etc. to issue small 
pamphlets giving information regarding the causes and after effects of V. D. The West 
Bengal Government was approached to send copies of the two films on the prevention of 
this vice and the resulting diseases, which the Hony. Gen. Secretary had seen. These films 
if found suitable by the Health Sub-Committee, would be dubbed in Hindi. 

Arrangements for a series of talks on V.D. were made with the All India Radio and 
Dr. B. S. Baswani and Dr. Mrs. M. B. Kagai were requested to give a talk on V.D. 

The Association’s efforts to start a Socio-Medical Centre have not borne fruit so far. 
A handsome amount was earmarked for the purpose by the Delhi Municipal Committee and 
the A.M.S.H.I. decided to meet the salary of the Medical Social Worker from the funds 
of the Association, but the Centre could not be started due to the non-availability of suitable 
premises. Dr. B. S. Baswani, Convener Health Sub-Committee is however continuing his 
efforts towards the starting of such a Centre. 

The Delhi Branch of the A.M.S.H.I. has chalked down a programme for organising 
Exhibition on the subject in the different localities of Delhi to educate public on the causes 
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and results of V.D. Posters depicting the various stages of this disease were shown at the 
5th alhindia Conference also. 

The slides showing the causes and results of prostitution issued by the A.M.S.H.I. 
arc being shown in all the cinema houses of Delhi. 

Tours : 

The Hony. Gen. Secretary as member of the Advisory Committee or Moral and 
Social Hygiene appointted by the Centeral Social Welfare Board travelled extensively. 

In January 1956 she went to Patna to preside over the Annual General Meeting of 
the Bihar Branch. Her presence there helped in bringing strength and confidence to the 
workers who were totally dejected on account of the closure of the Rescue Home there. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Hony. General Secretary, was unable to carry 
out various planned programmes such as opening of new branches, strengthening and expand¬ 
ing the existing ones etc. 


Conference 

As in previous years this year too the A.M.S.H.I. organized alMndia Conference on 
Moral and Social Hygiene at Jaipur. The organisation of such a conference in the Different 
States of the Union has helped a lot to arouse public consciousness towards the dangers of 
the evil of prostitution and traffic in women and children and inviting the attention of the 
Government towards its responsibilities. The appointment of the Advisory Committee on 
Moral and Social Hygiene by the Central Social Board was the direct outcome of a resolution 
passed at the 4th All-India Conference held at Chandigarh in 1964. 

t 

The 6th All-India Conference on Moral and Social Hygiene held at Jaipur in January 
1966 had a good representation, lively discussions took place and a number of useful resolu* 
tions were passed. A summary of its proceedings is enclosed. 


157 



Association for Moral and 

Summarised Receipts and Paymemts Account for the 


RECEIPTS j 

1 

RS. AS- PS. 

RS. AS. PS. 

i 

Oeneral Fund : 



To balance on 1st April 1955 ; 



With State Bank of Inpia ... Rs. 812 5 10 



Cash & stamps in hand ... Rs. 36 5 3 

848 12 1 


1. Life membership fee 

800 0 0 


2. Annual Subscriptions 

645 4 0 


3. Composite subscriptions for 3 years 

30 0 0 


4. Affiliation fee 

50 0 0 


5. Delegates & Observers fee 

640 0 0 


6. Associate Membership fee 

2 0 0 


6. Donations 

1,136 0 0 


8, Token Grants from Madras & Mysore Governments 

630 0 0 


9. Share of collection from branches 

98 0 0 


10, Recovery of advance of previous year from Provident Fund 



Account 

100 0 0 i 


11. Miscellaneous Receipts 

208 6 0 

6,057 6 1 

To amount recovered from Provident Fund Account 


1,000 0 0 

en\e\ £\ 

To recovery of advance for 5th conference initial expenditure 


500 0 0 

Grant'in-aid from Central Social Welfare Board ; 




To balance on 1st January'65; 

1. To 2nd instalment of grant for 1963-64 received in March 
1966 

2. To Grant-in-aid for the period 1st July’ 66 to Slst March 
1966 


2,127 15 0 
6,000 0 0 
13,000 0 0 


20,127 16 6 
26,686 4 7 


New DeOu, llfk May 1966. 






Social Hygiene in India 

Period 1st January 1955 to Slat March, 1956. 


PAYMENTS 

RS. AS. PS. 

RS. AS. PS. 

By Expenses : 



1 . Salary & allowances 

2 . Association's contribution to staff provident 

1,226 4 0 


fund in respect of peon only. 

3. Conveyance allowance to Hony. Asstt. 

48 0 0 


Secy. 

700 0 0 


4. Stationery «f? Printing 

352 13 3 


5. Postage 

, 56 13 0 


6 , Office Rent 

' 715 14 0 


7, Telephone charges 

343 16 0 


8 . Miscellaneous Express 

239 9.6 

3,683 4 9 


By Amount Advanced to Pravident Fund Account 
By Eomination to International Abolitionist Federation, Oeneva 
By Advance for 6th Conference Initial Expenditure... 

By Balance : 

With State Bank of India 
Cash in hand 

By Amount Expended from Grant^in-aid from Central Social Welfare 
Board ; 

1. Salaries & allowances to organisers (including contribution to 
Provident Fund.) 

2 . Publications & other educational material 

3. Conference Expenses (Publishing |[of reports, papers and other 
expenses) 

4. Students' Counselling programme including initial capital 
expenditure 

6 . Travelling expenses 

Balance on 31st March 1956 with State Bank of India 


1,000 0 0 

500 0 0 

600 0 0 
5;683 ’ 4 9 


837 13 7 
36 2 9 


8,580 12 0 
442 1 0 


874 0 4 
6,557 5 1 


! 


2,571 12 3 I 


2.063 10 3 ; 

233 12 0 i 18 891 15 9 
6,286 0 0 


Auditor’s Report 

Audited and Found Correct 
(Sd.) A.F. Ferguson & Co. 
Chartered AeooiuUante. 
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Association for Moral & Social Hygiene in India 

27th ANNUAL REPORT 
(19S6.S7) 

During March this year the Association sustained a very serious loss in the sudden 
death of Smt. Hannah Sen, Vice-President of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene 
in India and one of the most outstanding and valued workers for the cause of protection of 
women and children from commercialised vice and all other kinds of exploitation. Our 
sincere condolences to Dr. Sen and the bereaved family, may her soul rest in peace. 

lotroduction : During the period under review the normal activities of the Association 
were carried through in spite of financial and other difficulties. The activities of the Educa- 
cation Sub-Committee and the Fund Raising Sub-Committee were particularly commendable. 
The efforts of the A.M.S.H I. in the rescue and rehabilitation of the victims of immoral traffic 
are no longer isolated because the Central Social Welfare Board has been coming to its aid 
wherever possible to open model Homes for the victims of social vice. The plans for two 
such Homes have been finalised by our Branches in Bombay and Delhi and one has already 
been opened in Rajasthan. Our Bihar Branch has sent the plans and budget for a Home for 
60 girls to the Central Social Welfare Board for a new Home in Patna 

The introduction by the Central Social Welfare Board of a course of inservice training 
of nine months for workers in the field of moral and social hygiene in the Madras school of 
Social work is going to satisfy a long felt need for trained social workers in this area. A batch 
of 19 trainees has already finished their course and a second batch is now ready to be 
trained. 

FINANCIAL POSITION : The Association began the years with an opening balance 
of Rs. 874/-/4 in the General Fund and Rs. 6,236/- in the Grant-in-aid account being the 
unspent balance from the Grart-in-aid for 1953-54. The Central Social Welfare Board helped 
by allowing its utilisation first upto the 30th September 1956 and then upto 31st December 
1956. This amount was however not sufficient to cover the total expenditure on the approved 
heads during the period 1st April 1956 to 31st December 1956 and we had therefore request¬ 
ed the Central Social Welfare Board to sanction the Grant-in-aid for the 2nd plan period w.e.f. 
Ist October 1966, but the Board could not accept Association's request because a subsequent 



grant cannot operate during the period of utilization of an earlier grant. A grant-in-aid of 
Rs. 60,000/- for the period 1st January 1967 to 31st March 1961 was therefore sanctioned. 

The A.M-S H.I. had to face great financial difficulty in meeting the general expendi¬ 
ture and the excess on the heads approved by the Central Social Welfare Board. The Hony. 
Treasurer, however came to the rescue and helped by lending a sum of Rs. 2,000/-. To pay 
back this amount and to cover the day to day expenditure it was decided to launch a campaign 
to raise funds for the A.M.S.H.I. A Fund Raising Sub^Committee was formed which 
organised a Charity Film Show in February and a Meena Bazar in March 1957. The Net 
income from the charity film show was Rs. 661/- and the income from the Meena Bazar is 
anticipated at Rs. 3,600/-. 

AUDITORS : M/S A.F. Ferguson & Co. have been kindly continued to help us in 
auditing the accounts. The Committee records its gratitude and thanks for this assistance. 

AFFILIATIONS : Affiliations with the Indian Conference of Social Work and the 
international Abolitionist Federation have continued to function with mutual benefit on 
either side. 

Dr. Mrs. Freda Mukherjee who has taken an active and valuable part in the delibera¬ 
tions of many of our all India Conferences represented the A.M.S.H.I. at the 20th Interna** 
tional Abolitionist Conference held at Frankfurt on Maine in October last year. 

The Hony. Genl. Secretary of the A M.S.H.I. attended the 8th International Confer- 
ance of Social Work held at Munich as a delegate from India. Her report is appended in the 
Appendix. 

Activitiet: 

FUND RAISING : The Fund Raising Sub-Committee appointed by the Executive 
of the A.M.S.H.I. has done good work during the year for raising fund for the Association. 
A charity Film Show of ‘‘Do Bigha Zamin" was held at the Novelty Cinema in February. 
Dr. Yudhvir Singh very kindly inaugurated the show by explaining the aims and ideas and 
activities of the A.M.S.H.I. to the assembled audience. Tne Film and the Cinema hall had 
both been given free. Our grateful thanks are due to M/S Goodwill Pictures and the Prop¬ 
rietor of the Novelty Cinema. 

A Meena Bazar and Variety Entertainment were held at the Chelmsford Club grounds 
in March. A Souvenir programme was published in this connection with messages of good¬ 
will from our Chief Patron, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the President of India, Shri Jawahar Lai 
NehrUt the Prime Minister, Shri Govind Ballabh Pant the Home Minister, Rajkumari Amrit- 
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kaur the then Health Minister, Smt. Ramcshwari Nehru, Smt, Kamladevi Chattopadhyay, 
Smt. Durgabai Dcshmukh, Chairman, Central Social Welfare Board, Smt. Indira Gandhi and 
others. The Meena Bazar would have been a great success but unfortunately there was rani 
and thunderstorm throughout that evening making it necessary to postpone the function next 
day. This spoiled the show to a great extent but still about Rs. 3,600/- were collected. We 
owe a deep debt of gratitude to the authorities of the Chelmsford Club and to Mr. Cornelius, 
Genl Secretary, Mr. Paul and Mr. Seth of the Y.M.C.A., to Mrs. Holland of the American 
Women’s Club, Mrs. Dixit, Hony. Secy, of the N.C.W.I., Mrs. Walkins of the Common 
Wealth Women*s Club Mrs. Ram Lai and Mrs. Virmani of the Delhi Women's Council, Mrs. 
Malhan, Mrs. Bhandari, Mrs. Rathur, Mrs. Ahluwalia, Dr. Mrs. Khanna, Mrs. Naunihal 
Singh, Mrs. Guha, Mrs. Hani Das Gupta and many other social workers who worked hard 
to make the evening a success. We also remember gratefully the business organisations 
which gave presents as well as advertisements for the Souvenir. 

EDUCATION : The Education Sub-Committee of the Association for Moral and 
Social Hygiene in India has been successful this year in carrying out an important part of its 
projected programme. With the financial aid from the Central Social Welfare Board and the 
allotment of a room in the Arts Faculty by the Delhi University it was in a position to give 
practical shape to its long awaited Student Counselling Programme. A Student Counselling 
Centre was started in the Delhi University and a series of six lectures on Sex Education were 
organised in the following colleges of Delhi for Senior students only : 

1 . Indraprastha College 

2 . Lady Irwin College 

3. St. Stephens College 

4. Gwyer Hall 

5. Miranda House 

The services of experienced social workers and doctors were secured to deliver the 
lectures and the following aspects of Sex Education were covered : 

Physiology of the Human Body Reproduction, Heredity 
and Anatomy. 

Family Planning 

Diseases of the Reproductive system 
Psychology of Sex and its proper use. 

Maniage and the Family. 

The Lectures were illustrated with the help of charts models and other visual aids. 
There was an alert and interesting response from the students, They were encouraged to ask 
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Lecture No. 1 & 2 


3 

4 

5 

6 



questions which were often thought provoking and even difficult, which showed that they had 
given a good deal of thought to these questions. 

The lecturers included Dr. Mrs. Raja Ram, Dr. Mrs. Chacko, Dr. Puri, Mr. Nana* 
vati and Mr. Mathur of the Delhi School of Social Work. They have given reports of their 
impressions. 

Encouraged by the ready response to the lectures among the senior students, the 
education Sub-Committee has now decided to organise lectures for the students of junior 
classes in the colleges and the senior classes of the Higher Secondry Schools. 

The ordinary book shops of Delhi as of all other towns in the country today arc 
flooded with cheap and trash literature on Sex (Mostly of American origin), which gives 
some indication of the amount of unwholesome curiosity for Sex knowledge among the literate 
youth in our country. 

To counteract this unbalanced and preponderating Sex curiosity it is necessary that 
the normal desires for sex knowledge among young people should be met by giving them free 
access to decently written balanced and sensible books on the subject. For this reason books, 
pamphlets, charts etc. have been purchased for the library in the Student Counselling Centre 
and the students have an easy access there. The services of the counsellors are available to 
them on week days at certain definite hours of the day. Since the literature available in the 
ready market is more undesirable then otherwise it has been decided to publish more suitable 
books as well as to have a well stocked library of wholesome books on Sex in the Student 
Counselling Centre. 

Dr. A.N. Basu, Principal, Central Institute of Education, who is also a member of the 
Education Sub-Committee has offered to make a film strip on Sex Hygiene. Dr. Chacko and 
Mrs. Raja Ram have been requested to supply him with the necessary material. 

The work in this direction has so far been mostly on an honorary basis, but to have 
effective and sustained work there must be a whole-time trained and experienced person 
attached to the Centre. In the Budget estimate for the 2nd plan period we have made a 
provision of Rs. per year for the Student Counselling Programme, which would 

hardly be sufficient to mee t the honorariam of Rs. 15/- per lecture to lecturers and to publish 
and purchase more literature on the subject. We however hope that the Delhi University 
authorities will come to our rescue by contributing towards the salary of the counsellors 
as counselling and guidance of the students is very necessary for the right type of education. 
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A Report of the Seminar on Counteliing Among Students Organised W the Edueatioil 

Sub«*Committee of the A.M.S-H.l. 

List of the persons who attended this Seminar^ 


1 . 

Indraprastha College 

Miss S. Bhatt 

Smt* Snehlata Srivastva 

2 . 

Lady Sri Ram College 

Miss Sundermohini Luthra 
Miss S. Jain 

3. 

Miranda House 

Smt. S. Shergil 

Miss Maragaret Chatterji 

4. 

Lady Irwin College 

Miss A. Samson 

Smt. S. Gauri 

5. 

Deshbandhu Gupta College 

Mr. R.K. Dewan 

Mr. R.P, Budhiraja 


Central institute of Education 

Mr. E.A. Chand 

Miss Chari 

7, 

Delhi Polytechnic 

Mr. M.R. Gupta 

Mr. S.P. Chandola 

8 . 

St. Stephens College 

Mrs. E.S. Ghuman 

Mr. R.l. Shankland 

9. 

Delhi College 

Mr. M.K. Haidar 

Mr. A. Chatterji 

10 . 

Kirorimal College 

Mr. P. Suri 

Miss Pahwa 


\ 
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Association for Moral & Social Hygiene in India 

Realizing that many students are hampered in their studies and in their personal rela* 
tionships by problems and conflicts in which the friendship and advice of a sympathetic and 
experienced older person would be of real help, the Education Sub-Committee of the Associa¬ 
tion for Moral and Social Hygiene in India, in consultation with the Principals of the colleges 
of Delhi University, decided to hold a Seminar on Counselling Among Students. The sessions 
were held in the Student Counselling Centre, Room No. 1 in the Arts Faculty Building of the 
University, on the afternoons of Jan. 22, 23, 28 and 29, 1957. Two members of staff, chosen 
by their Principals from each institution, were the participants, and the leaders were the 
members of the Education Sub committee fortified with the Experienced help of Dr. Robbins 
of the Delhi School of Social Work. 

The first discussion opened with a consideration of the various types of problems 
facing the modern student. Some felt that these were primarily of an academic or economic 
nature, and hence could not be dealt with except by the Principal of each College. However, 
as more information was gathered from the participants, it became evident that quite a few 
students were hampered by difficulties of adjustment to new values in college and in city 
life, that they also had conflicts between their old dependence and their new independence, 
and difficulties in finding their status with their fellow students. Adjustments to heterosexual 
relationships, especially in co-educational institutions, were also problems. The Choice of 
vocation involved many in conflicts and difficulties. 

From the questions the students asked during the various scries of lectures on Social 
Hygiene given by the doctor-psychologist team as in Miranda House, Indraprastha College, 
Lady Irwin College, Gwyer Hall and St. Stephens College, it became evident that students 
were eager to learn factual truths and to know by what standard they should govern their 
behaviour. Premarital and marital relationships between men and women took priority. The 
subject of promiscuity was always brought up in the men’s groups, and in the women's 
groups most of (the "evils” visible among the unmarried women staff members were 
blamed on the alMnclusive.term "frustration” due to their single state. Both groups showed 
(^concern with the effect of delayed marriage on family life, and with other factors which 
were changing the basic pattern of Indian arranged marriage. Birth control, masturbation 
and homosexuality, and other personal sex habits and hygiene were also topics of inquiry. 
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As the Seminar discussions proceeded, two or three main trends emerged. First of 
all, there seemed to be among both students and staff of our colleges considerable confusion 
as to what values arc basic in life. Neither home training nor college education offered clear- 
cut aims or reliable procedure for living. The upbringing of boys and girls varied widely, 
based on the idea that “girls must be looked after ; boys can do whatever they like. Sowing 
of wild oats by the boys was taken for granted. Among the young men themselves there was 
the custom of seeking certain girls to date with but of marrying the “purdah girls who had 
not been seen in public places with men. Their tendency to marry girls not their college 
contemporaries but rather of a group younger than themselves also worked a real hardship 
on the girls. 

On ideas for future work, it was agreed that it would be beneficial if a counselling 
committee were established in each college, with at least two teachers **on duty'* one of whom 
should be a woman if the institution had girl students • This committee could act as a liason 
between the students and the staff, the principal, and the university counselling service. The 
consequance of opinion was that students have many problems but that until they themselves 
are aware of their needs, any offer of advice might be more harmful than helpful. However, 
as teachers became aware of the difficulties certain students were facing, they should encourage 
them to recognise that they have problems which they were meeting ineffectively, and show 
them that there are ways of working them out. Students needing help could either come 
directly to the committee member or be reffered by the principal. Situations requiring more 
specific or skilled advice than the counsellors could give should be refered to the counselling 
Room at the University or to other experienced persons. Obviously confidences must be 
respected in every situation : student problems should not become staff room jokes. 

Through the Counselling Service Centre, suitable material on guidance, vocational 
help and the like could be circulated to the various college counselling committees. When¬ 
ever films encouraging healthy living and high standards of behaviour were available, they 
should be shown in each college. Every one thought that students would at any time attend a 
free film show. If such films were not already in existence, the Education Sub>Committee 
might make it their duty to get some produced. 

The Problem of providing more wholesome social contacts between the men and 
women students (and staff members) brought forward several suggestions Social service 
programmes, the arrangement of village sports days, work camps, gatherings for group singing, 
picnics, artistic programmes, international evenings, and the intercollegiate academic societies 
were proposed. The time did not yet seem ripe for establishing a university “Community 
Centre** but two of the women’s colleges thought it might be feasible to have “open house** 
once a month to which gentlemen friends could be individually invited and at which parlour 
games might be played. 
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The lack of supervision and of provision of ordinary comforts in some of the men*8 
hostels was brought up as a factor in students maladjustment, and also the difficulty of 
bringing the many day scholars in each institution into the scheme of things. 

It was suggested that there should be clos.?r contacts between the principals and the 
parents of students, and that there could well be meetings at which the principals and the 
staff would discuss with the parents, the general problems met with in the institution, and 
their solutions. It was also suggested that a folder briefly outlining the facilities of the 
Counselling Service, both in each college and at the University, be prepared which would 
inform the students of what help they could get where. This pamphlet could also incorp>orate 
briefly the aims of a college education, answering the question which many students may ask 
‘*I am in college, but what for ?**, especially since a college degree no longer gives the 
assurance of finding a job. There might also well be orientation courses for new students. 

Since many of th»? problems raised during the seminar seemed to go back to the home 
training of the child, it was felt that further seminars could well be held on this topic with 
both teachers and parents attending. Another proposition was a seminar on marriage malad* 
justments. Finally the group decided that what was most urgent was a joint discussion on 
the basic personal and social values that we should stress in our teaching and in our counsell¬ 
ing. For instance, a respect for the integrity of the personality of other people would do 
much to cut down the vogtie to taking so glibly of promiscuity. Mr. Matbur kindly offered 
to write a paper on values as a basis for such a seminar. 

It was agreed that the staff of this seminar on Counselling should prepare a report to 
go to each principal and to each participant, and that each participant should send a report 
back to the Education Sub-Committee and to his principal. Then a meeting of the Principals 
should again be held at which the Findings of the Seminar would be discussed and future 
plans be jointly laid. 

The findings of the Seminar arc in the process of being implemented. 

Legislation : The A.M.S.H.I. can legitimately take credit for the enactment into 
law of the new Central Model Bill for the suppres.sion of Immoral Traffic in Women and 
Girls. The source of this legislation was the two bills originally framed and submitted to 
the Legal Department by the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene. It took a long and 
protracted course before it was finally decided by Central Home Ministry to introduce it 
as a government measure. At one time the A.M.S.H.I. had to marshall the united assistance 
of all the women members, of Parliament to make the Government wake up to the necessity 
for passing this new Central bill into law to control exploitation of women and children and 
trafficking. 
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BRANCHES 


MYSORE 


This branch of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India was founded 
in the Year 1929 and has been petting continuous support from the Government oflicialsy 
Social workers and the police. It was started in a rented building and now it has a building 
of its own. The strength of the Ashram which it has been running for rescued women and 
girls has increased from 7 in 1935 to 70 during the period under review. The inmates are given 
lesson in 3 R*s and trained in Needlework, knitting, embroidery and in weaving towels, 
bed sheets, hand bags etc. They do their own cooking, washing, and other domestic work 
and in leisure hours gardening. They do a lot of spinning. The industrial department has 
provided the Ashram with 12 charkhas and instructors. Baby craft is also taught to them. 
They arc taken out for recreation periodically. 

In addition to the Ashram for the victims of immoral traffic it has been running 
an Orphanage, Creche, a Community Centre, Nursery School, Children’s Club an ! Gymana* 
Siam for Children, It has also a Nursery section and milk centre provides milk for the 
unfortunate infants, expectant and nursing mothers from the nearby slums. 

During the period of 12^ years over 1,389 women and girls and orphans have passed 
through the Ashram. During the period 1.1.56 to 31.12.56 124 women were admitted to the 
Home and 56 children to the Nursery School. 

During Dussehra Exhibition the handicrafts made by the inmates were exhibited for 
sale and there was a good response from the public. 

During Deepavali the Hony. Secy., and other lady members did propaganda work 
among the public and collected some money and clothes for the inmates. Shakesperean 
players helped by giving a show in aid of the Branch. 

The Branch received a substantial grant from the Mysore Government, Indian Red 
Cross Society, Central Sacial Welfare Board and handsome donations from Shri Naicker and 
Dr. Rao. It has a bright future. 
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DELHI 


The Delhi branch of the A.M.S.HJ. has been doing valuable work since 1950. Its 
activities fall under the following heads : 

1. Rescue and allied activities. 

2 . Checking of sale and circulation of obscene literature. 

3. Publicity and propapanda against prostitution and traffic in women. 

1 . RESCUE AND REHABLITIATION : During seven years of its existence 
Nari Raksna Samiti rescued more than 600 girls from Brothels and from the clutches of 
unscrupulous people, and successfully rehablitated them. In 1955-56 it dealt with 90 cases 
comprising of girls from brothels, Clandestine prostitutes, girls in moral danger, cases of 
broken homes and unhappy marriages, complaints against goondas etc. Its Scheme for a 
model Rescue Home in Delhi has been accepted by the Home Ministry and Central Social 
Welfare Board. Home will start functioning within a few months. 

2 . CHECKING OF SALE AND CIRCULATION OF OBSCENE LILTERA- 
TURE : The Samiti has been taking active part in checking the sale and circulation of obscene 
literature. Assistance to the police was given in organising raids and more than 700 books 
were seized. The culprits were sentence from 2 to 9 months. 

V. PUBLICITY AND PROPAGANDA ; To creat public opinion against prostitu¬ 
tion the Samiti has been following an active programme of publicity and propaganda. An 
Annual Convention was organised on 7th April 1956, which was inaugurated by Pandit Pant, 
the Home Minister, and a general meeting was presided over by Shri B.N. Datar. Minister in 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. There was a good attendance at the Convention and the 
general meeting and a number of important people took active part in the deliberations. 
Meetings of social workers were also organised in Subzimandi, Sadarbazar and Patelnagar 
zones. On an average 80 members attended these meetings. 

V.D. PROPAGANDA : To check the growing incidence of V.D. in Delhi, the 
Samiti has chalked out a programme for combating the same by educating the public regarding 
causes and after effects of V.D. and by arranging for their confidential and proper treatment. 
A Scheme has been submitted to the Central Office and if it is approved and the 
funds asked for sanctioned, steps in this direction will be taken in the near future- 
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AGRA 


The Agra Branch has been fairly active during the period under review. As a result 
of the continuous e£forts of its legal Sub-Committee the State Government passed orders for 
the implementation of the Municipal Bye-laws No. 3044/XXII-20(31), which prohibit prosti¬ 
tution in certain areas of the city. 987 cases were prosecuted of which 766 were convicted. 
The U.P. Childrens' Act has also been enforced. A sum of Rs. 16/- lakhs has been sanctioned 
by the U.P. Government for the protection of women and children from exploitation. A 
Remand Home, a Child Guidance Clinic and a Juvenile Court will soon be established at 
Agra. The Branch has not however so far succeeded in getting all the sections of the U.P. 
Suppression of immoral Traffic Act extended to Agra. 

The Municipal Board, Agra has approved the Scheme for the opening of a V.D. 
Clinic, submitted by the Health Sub-Committee. It will be financed by the Board, the 
social workers for follow up will be provided by the Branch. 

A Family Counselling Centre has also been started to bring reconcilliation among 
frustrated couples. 

PUBLICITY AND PROPAGANDA : The Branch gave due importance to 
publicity and propaganda. A drama “Sex and Society” was staged, which depicted the 
aims and object of the A.M.S.H.I. It was attended by over 1000 people. Lectures on the 
different aspects of social work by the prominent persons were also arranged. ^ 

The Govt, of U.P. has appointed Dr. Roshan Singh Sodhi and Shri T.H. Quadri 
as Moral advisers in the district and Central jails of Agra. The Branch is also represented 
on the Ward Samaj Kalyan Samities, Social Welfare Co ordination Committee formed by 
the U.P Government and the Crime Prevention Committee Agra. 
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BOMBAY 


This State Branch of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene in India which 
was founded on the 1 st Nov. 1955 with a provisional Committee, held its first meeting of 
the elected Management Committee on 8 th June 1956. The Constitution was passed at a 
General Body Meeting held earlier on the same day. 

It has the following membership : 


Life Members. ...4. 

Ordinary Members.57. 

Affiliated Societies.21. 


Msetings : During the year the Executive Committee met 8 times, the Management 
Committee 4 times and the General Body twice. 

ReiignatioDS : In January 1957 Mrs. John Matthai who had been President of the 
State Branch since its inception, resigned as she was leaving Bombay, and Mrs. Gulestan 
Billimoria, senior Vice-President, resigned from her office as she was appointed Sherriff of 
Bombay, but she continues to be a member of the Management Committee. 

Financial Position : Although the Bank balance is negligible there are hopes of 
generous donations forthcoming. The Association is grateful for a donation of Rs. 500/- 
from Charity Commissioner, and of Rs. 100 /- from the Presidency Magistrate Court 

Activities : The Collection of Data Committee visited the Kamatipura area three 
times and had personal interviews with a number or prostitutes and eunuchs. Based on the 
information the Research Committee draw up a questionnaire which was tested in the same 
area. A Research scheme for the *'Survey of the Socio economic conditions of the prostitutes 
of the Bombay city. ‘‘Involving an expenditure of Rs. 20 , 000 /- was submitted to the Research 
Programmes Committee of the Planning Commission of the Government of India on 
March 5th 1957. The Research Programme Plane have been drawn up for an After-care 
Institution, a suitable site has been located, valuation reports by Govt, recognised Architect 
obtained and negotiations are going on with the vendors and the donors. 

Meanwhile, case work has been done on a small scale and girls and women rescued 
with the co-ordination of the affiliated societies, namely : Bombay Vigilance Association, 
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St» Catherine's Home and Shraddhanand Ashram and with the help of the Vigilance branch 
of the Bombay Police. 

Distinguished Visitor : Mrs. Rameshwari Nehru, President of the Association for 
Moral and Social Hygiene in India, visited Bombay on the Slst August 1956. This 
Association arranged for a press conference and two days later a public meeting to which 
were invited all the members of the Association and prominent social workers of Bombay. 

AckDowledgement : This Association is grateful to its past President Mrs. John 
Mathai for her valuable and selfless services during the difficult period of the formation of 
the Bombay State Branch. As a Life Member she continues to take interest in the welfare 
of the Association. 
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BIHAR 


The Bihar Branch of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene was formed in 
1961 with the object of eradicating the commercial vice carried on within the State. A general 
body was formed to take up the work of general survey of immoral traffic in women and to 
establish a giving shelter to the rescued women. 

The Association did satisfactory work for a few years after which owing to severe 
adverse factors there was a setback in the working and the "HOME'* also had to be closed. 

Early in the year 1956 however after a visit from Mrs. Kabir the Hony. Genl. 
Secretary to Patna the Executive Committee reorganised on their new Secy, and the work 
started again. The new Committee appointed a paid organising Secretary and tried to give 
publicity to the aims, and objects of the Association and also to organise Sub*Branches 
through out the state. The committee decided to take up the following programme of work 
during the year 1956-57 :— 

(a) To re»organise the Association in Bihar. 

(b) To form District Units in various parts of the .state. 

(c) To re-start the Rescue Home at Patna. 

(d) To make a survey of the existing Homes for women and children in Bihar. 

(a) According to this programme of work 56 new members were enrolled during the 
year. Frequent meetings were held to popularise the aimj and objects of the Association, 
out of which one General meeting was addressed by Mr. Humayun Kabir, the Hony. Genl. 
Secretary of the Association for Moral and Social Hygine in India. 

Small folder containing the aims and objects of the Association and the programme 
of work was printed and distributed. The result was encouraging. We are getting good 
response from our own members as well as from outsiders. 

(b) The Assistant Organising Secretary visited several places and made contacts. 
Arrah, Gaya and Bihar Shariff are the places where the preliminaries for having a branch have 
been done and a provisional list of members also is ready. In absence of any rule in the 
Bye-Laws about the formation of Branch committee the work could not be completed. A sub- 
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committee consisting of Shri Jeewan Datta, Smt, K.N. Begam and Shri D.N. Thakur has 
been appointed to frame rules for the formation of Branch committees. 

(c) The Executive Committee in its meeting held on the 22nd March, 1957 resolved 
to re-start the “HOME"’ for rescued women. But in a meeting held on the 6th April, 1957 
at Raj Bbawan presided by the Governor of Bihar and Chief Patron of the Association it was 
resolved that 

The Governing Body need not at present take upon itself the responsibility of running 
a Home. It should help and encourage the existing “HOME” in their work and insist upon 
their proper running. 

Some of the members of their own, however, may register themselves into a body 
and start a Home, with financial help from the State Social Welfare Board which will very 
likely be forthcoming. 

In persuance of the resolution a group of members of the Association have registered 
themselves into a separate Body and start a “HOME” known as Nari Kalyan Mandir. The 
Association is giving all possible help to this “HOME”. 

(d) A survey of six Homes was made during the year. The Committee intends 
to prepare a detailed statement about the running condition of all the existing “HOMES'* 
within the state, when the survey work is complete. A sub-committee consisting of 
Mrs. S. Bhattacharya, Mrs. Aziza Immam and Shri S.B. Pathak has been appointed to visit 
the Homes within the state to find out their difficulties as well as to get an idea about the 
running condition of such homes. It has also been decided that rules be framed ?for running 
a “HOME” and attempt be made to get it passed by the legislature so that no Home should 
be recognised and given aid unless it fulfils the given conditions and abides by the rules. 

Miss Sarala Arora, student of the Madras School of Social Work from Madras came 
to Patna and asked for help in visiting the Home and getting other information. The 
Association gave her necessary help and took steps against one of the Homes which was 
visited by her and found running in a very unsatisfactory manner. 
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A brief Report on impressions of the 8th International Conference of 
Social Work held at Munich, August 5th to 10th 1956. 

BY 

The Honorary General Secretary 

I had the good fortune to represent the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene 
in India at the Sth Interntional Conference of Social Work held at Munich, West Germany 
from August Sth to the 10th of Aug. 1956. It was a huge Conference comprising of 
nearly 3,000 delegates from all over the world. Some of the delegations were very large The 
U.S. delegation alone consisted of 800 delegates. From India there were about 35 delegates 
led by Smt. Hansa Mehta, the President of the Indian Conference of Social Work. 

Munich is the grand old city of Ravaria which is the most beautiful part of Germany. 
It fell under heavy bombardment during the last war but most of its has been built up 
again. The whole of this huge Conference was held in the Aufstelling Park or Exhibition 
grounds where they have ready made accommodation for ail such Conferences. The 
inaugural function was held in the Dentches Museum which is one of the grandest museums 
in the world and its main hall has seating accomodation for more than 3,000 people. The 
ceremony was one of the most impressive. I have ever seen. The huge dais of the hall 
was not occupied by the office bearers of the Conference but the Minchen Philharmonic 
Orchestra. The creations of great musical composers are the most outstanding gift of 
Germany to the world and since Germany was celebrating the 200th birth aniversry of 
Mozart this year it was most fitting that the inauguration of this Conference should 
begin and end with music from that imortal composer. He Blencher, the Reich Deputy 
Chancellor delivered the inaugural address. 

^ The main theme for the Conference was Industralisation and its influence on life 
in all its phases. New situations and problems were created from this impact to meet 
which social workers too had to be prepared in a more specialised manner. There were 
four Commissions and twenty Discussion groups so that the delegates could have as fair 
chance as possible of making individual contribution to the discussions. Group No. 10 
dealt with Alcoholism and prostitution. From the evidence of the delegates present it was 
apparent that industrialization had led to a higher standard of living and greater amenities 


176 



in ail walks of life. There was provision also for education for all in all countries of the West. 
Drinking is a common social custom in those countries. No. one thinks anything of drinking 
until and unless one gets drunk and losses self control. Cases of alcoholics people who get 
sick with drink and still go on drinking are far less on the whole than they used to be. The 
ever vigilant social workers are there these days to look after anyone who strays from normal 
behaviour. f 

The case of prostitution was much more complex than t!iat of the drink evil. 
Industrialisation in the Capitalistic form of Society had brought leasure, affluence and wealth 
to certain classes and they could buy their pleasures as they desired There was no poverty 
as we know it and there were opportunities for full employment also but the lure of sudden 
riches or of an easy life without having to work hard for a living bring many unwary woman 
order its clutches. Besides social conditions in Europe are not quite normal yet. The stress 
and strain of the last two great wars in Europe have played hovoc in the lives of countless 
men and women. They have suffered so much that pleasures of the moment have become 
more important than things of more enduring value. Prostitution and alcholism do influence 
one another but not to the extent people sometimes imagine. Some trafficking in young 
girls and women still goes on from Latin Europe to Northern Africa and middle and near 
East. 


The discussions inthegroups and the Commissions were much hampered due to 
the language difficulty. In the plenary sessions there was arrangement for simultaneous 
translations but in the groups the reporter often acted also as the translator. Three languages 
were allowed, English, German and French. If a delegate spoke in French her speech had 
to be translated in English and German for the benefit of English and German speaking 
delegates before another speaker could take up the thread of the discussion. The naturally 
made the pace of discussion very slow and often the meaning of the speaker got lost or 
muddled up through the process of too many translations. Then the chairman perhaps had 
to come to the rescue to explain matters. The main value of such a Conference is the 
personal friendships and wide contacts it provides for future work. 
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Account for the Year Ending 
31st December 1956 



ASSOCIATION FOR MORAL & 

(Sammurued recdplt and paivneali acconotfor tlu 


RECEIPTS 

Rs. As. P. 

1 Rs. As. P. 

.! 

General Fund : 

i 

1 

i 

I 

To balance on 1st April 1956 ; 



With State Bank of India 

837 13 7 

i 

j 

Cash in hand 

_36 2 9 

874 0 4 

1. Life membership fee 


Nil 

Annual Subscriptions 

1 220 0 0 

3. Composite subscription for 3 years 


Nil 

4. Affiliation fee 


10 0 0 

5. Associate membership fee ... 


2 0 0 

i 

6. Share of collection from branches 


14 12 0 

1 

7. Miscellaneous ... i 


21 I 3 

8. Donation 


997 8 3 

BY ADVANCE FROM THE HONY. TREASURER, 



SARDAR MOHAN SINGH 

i 


1,000 0 0 

Carried forward ... 


3,139 5 10 
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SOCIAL HYGIENE IN INDIA 

period 1st April 1956 to Slot Oacombor 1956) 


PAYMENTS 


Rs. 


As. P. 


Rs. 


As. P. 


By Ezpeniet : 


1. Salary and allowances 

2. Association's contribution to staff provident fund in 
respect of peon only 

3. Conveyance allowance to Hony. Asstt. Secretary 

4. Stationery and printing 

5. Postage 

6. Miscellaneous 

7. Telephone charges 

8. BY AMOUNT ADVANCED TO GRANT-IN-AID 
ACCOUNT 

9. Office Rent 

10. ADVANCE TOWARDS THE SALARY OF THE 
PEON ATTACHED WITH THE STUDENTS 
COUNSELLING CENTRE 

By balance : 

With State Bank of India 
Cash in hand 


693 

0 

0 i 

i 

27 

0 

1 

0 i 

900 

0 

0 

111 

7 

6 i 

40 

7 

9 ; 

55 

10 

0 ! 

185 

B 

0 i 

472 

5 


461 

13 


22 

4 

0 j 


155 1 4 

14 12 (i I 169 13 10 


Carried forward 


I 



; 3,139 5 10 

I 
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A^OCIAtlOli roft MOkAL & 

(Sanmuuriwd receipt* and pasfinenl* aeeoimt for the 

RECEIPTS Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. 


General Fond: 

Brought forward ... 3,139 6 10 

GRANT-IN-AID FROM CENTRAL SOCIAL WEL¬ 
FARE BOARD 

To balance on Ist April 1966 ... 6,236 0 0 6,236 0 0 

TO AMOUNT ADVANCED FROM GENERAL FUND... 472 6 9 


Total ... 


9,847 11 7 







^CIAL HYGIENE IN INDIA 

period let April 1956 to Slat December 1956) 


PAYMENTS 


I 

Rs. As. P. j Rs. As. P. 


By Espenaee : 


Brought forward 

BY AMOUNT EXPENDED FROM GRANT-IN-AID 
FROM CENTRAL SOCIAL WELFARE BOARD : 

1. Salaries and allowances to organisers 

2. P.F. to organisers 

3. Outstanding liability for 1965-66 (payment to the orga¬ 
niser attached with Punjab branch) 

4. Student Counselling Centre 

6. Printing charges of Annual Report 


Total 


:i,139 5 10 


: 4,272 3 t> : 

; 191 0 0 i 

I 

i ! 

i i,:j50 0 0 I 

I ' i 

I 638 15 0 ! 
266 3 3 


I 


6708 6 9 


9.847 11 7 


Sd. Mn. Hamayan Kalnr 

Hony, Oeneral Secretary. 
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10. Mrs. Jayshri Raiji Arvind-Darabsgaw Road, 

Bombay-26. do A.M.S.H.I. Bombay. 

11. Mrs. M. M. Desai Tata Institute of Social Scien¬ 

ces, Sion-Trombay, Rd. 

Bombay-38. do Tata Institute of Social Science. 
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61. Smt. Gangaben Ishwarbhai Ahmedabad. do Bbagini Sava Sama' 

Patel 
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91. Mrs. Sanyogta Chopra 6B/4, Poorvi Marg, New Delhi. 
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6th All India Conference on Moral & Social Hygiene 

FolIowiDg are the BLmei of those delegates who due to nnforeieen circumstances, were Unable to attend 

the Conference 
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8. Mrs. Santosh Kumari Dhawan, Principal-Saghir Fatana 

M.A.B.T. School, Agra. do A M S.H. in Agra 

9 Mh. Lila Nigam M.A-B.T. Boiilenganj, Agra Cantt. do —do_ 

10. Mrs. Prem Lata Dhakrey Raja Ki Mandi, Agra. dp 

11. Mr. J. V. Nethani Pruicipal ^ndhi Sdwol, Agra. do: -do- 





Account for the Year Ending 
Ist April 1956 to 31$t December 1956 

& 

1st January 1957 to 31st December 1957< 



ASSOCIATION FOR MORAL & 

(Summarised receipts and payments accoimt tor tbe 


RECEIPTS 

1 Rs. As. P. 

j Rs. As. P. 

General Fund : 



To balance as on 1st April 1956 : 



With State Bank of India 

837 13 7 


Cash in hand 

36 2 9 

874 0 4 

To InconoM 



1. Annual Subscriptions 

220 0 0 


2. Affiliation fee 

10 0 0 


3. Associate membership fee 

2 0 0 


4. Share of collections from branches 

14 12 0 


5. Miscellaneous 

21 1 3 


6. Donation (including Rs. 900/- from Hony. Asstt. Secy. 

997 8 3 

1,265 6 6 

To Ollier Keeeipte 



Advance from the Hony. Treasurer, Sardar Mohan Singh... 


1,000 0 0 

Grant-in-Aid from Central Social Welfare Board 


3,139 6 10 

To balance on Ist April 1956 

6,236 0 0 


To Amount advanced from General Fund 

472 6 9 

6,708 6 9 


■1 

9,847 11 7 


New Delhi, 9th June 1968 
1 » 9 ! 




SOCIAL HYGIENE IN INDIA 

period let April 1956 to 31tt December 1956) 


PAYMENTS 


Rs. As. 


I 


(a) General Fund 
By Expenses : 

1. Salary and allowances 

2. Association's contribution to staff provident fund of 
office peon only 

3. Conveyance allowance to Hony. Asstt. Secretary 

4. Stationery and printing 
fi. Postage 

(i. Miscellaneous 
7. Telephone 

5. Office Rent 

9. Salary of the peon attached with the Student Counselling 
Centre 

By Amount advanced to Grant-in-Aid Account 
By balance : 

With State Bank of India 
Cash in hand : 

As per certificate 14 12 

Add : Receipt not accounted 8 0 

(b) By Amounts expended from Grant-in-Aid from Central 

Social Welfare Board : 

1. Salaries and allowances to organisers including reimbur¬ 
sements to other organisations and branches 

2. Provident Fund contribution for organiser 

3. Outstanding liability for 1955-156 (payment to the orga¬ 
niser attached with Punjab Branch) 

4. Students Counselling Centre including lecture honora¬ 
rium to Committee Members etc. 

5. Printing charges of Annua) Report 


I 693 0 

I 

i 27 0 

• 900 0 

1117 
I 40 7 
55 10 
185 8 
461 13 

22 4 


147 1 


6 

0 


22 12 


4,272 3 
191 0 

1,350 0 

638 15 
256 3 


Rs. As- P 


0 

0 

6 

9 

0 

0 

0 


0 


2,497 2 3 
472 5 9 


4 


6 


169 13 10 
3,139 5 10 


6 

0 

0 


0 


3 


6,708 5 9 


9,847 11 7 


Audited and found correct. 

A. F. Ferguson & Co. 

Chariered Aeeauntants 







ASSOCIATION FOR MORAL & 

(Snminarised receipt* and payments account for the 


RECEIPTS 

Rs. nP. 

Rs. nP. 

(a) General Fuad 




To Balance on 1st January, 1957 




Cash in han^ 

• • • 

22.78 


With State Bank of India 

• ea 

147.08 

169.86 

To Income 




1. Charity - Cinema Show (Sale of Tickets) 


727.00 


2. Meena Bazar; 




(a) Advertisements 

1,674.50 



(b) Stalls 

633.95 



(c) Tickets 

2,369.00 



(d) Games of Skil 

581.00 



(e) Gifts 

313.56 

5,472.01 


3. Membership fee 

> ■ • 

330.50 


4. Share of collection from Branches 


42.00 


5, AfEliation fee 


10.00 


6e Associate Membership fee 

... 

2.00 

6,683.51 

To Other Receipts 




Advance from Sardar Mohan Singh 

a • » 

1,000.00 


Income-tax on the salary of Organiser 

• • t 

16.00 

1,016.00 




7,768.37 

(b) Grent-m-Aid from Central Social Welfare Board 




To Amount received during the year 

ees 


10,000,00 




17,768.37 


New Delhi, 9th June 1068 
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SOCIAL HYGIENE IN INDIA 

period 1st January 1957 to 31st December 1957) 


PAYMENTS 

1 

Rs. nP. 

Rs. nP. 

(a) General Fund 




By Expenses 




1. 

Salaries and Allowances 

847.00 



2. 

Contribution to Provident Fund Account 

3 1.00 



3. 

Telephone charges 

247.24 



4. 

Office Rent 

602.01 



5. 

Stationery and Printing 

272.91 



6. 

Miscellaneous 

68.24 



7. 

Postage 

116.11 

2,176.51 


8. 

lixpenditure incurred in organising Charity Cinema Show 

66.09 


9. 

Meena Bazar : 





(a) Printing of Tickets 

51.00 




(b) Miscellaneous 

72.06 

1 



(c) Souvenir 

492.15 




(d) Publicity 

220.00 




(e) Games of Skill 

22.1K> 




(f) Entertainment 

424.18 




(g) Illumination 

372.00 

1,653.39 

3,895.59 

By Other Payments 





Refund of advance to Sardar Mohan Singh : 





Received in 1956 

... 

l.OOd.OO 



Received in 1967 

... 

1 1 ,(KK) 00 

2,000.00 

By Balance : 


1 

1 



Cash in hand 

... 

! 206.77 



With State Bank of India 

... 

1 1,066.01 

1,872.78 

(b) By Amounts expended out of the Grant-in-Aid received from 

1 

1 

7,768.37 

the Central Social Welfare Fund 


i 


1. 

Salaries and allowances to Organiser 

4,686.47 ! 

! 



Provident Fund Contribution for Organiser 

132.00 

4,817.47 

i 

2. 

Student Counselling 

... 

! 120.00 

4,937.47 

Balance 

... 

1 

6,062.53 


17,768.37 


Audited and found correct. 
A. F. Fcrgoson & Co. 

Chartered AccourdarUs 
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HTH 5rF¥?ft TUSftlT Sl5inH?T Jf cWT?=R 

lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, Library 

MUSSOORIE. 


ffTr?rtr^?r av 11 

This book Is to be returned on the date last stamped. 


--- 


r^ii» 




MV Mwt 

Date 

Borrower's 

No. 

Date 

Borrower's 

No. 










j 363.44 
; All 
! 6th 
i 4»f ?rwr 
i Class No. 


3r4Tp:?T _ 
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Book No._ 
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Accession No. 

1. Books are issued for 15 days only 
but may have to be recalled earlier 
if urgently required. 
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y per volume will be charged. 

3. Books may be renewed on request 
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5. Pe'iodijals, Rare and Reference 
books may not be issued and may 
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